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KAIBAB DEER HERD MUST
BE REDUCED IMMEDIATELY

Immediate reduction of the deer herd on the Kaibab National Forest in
northern Arizona is strongly urged by the special comnittiee apéointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture to study and report on the conditions existing on the
Grand Canyon Gamemfreserve, announcesithé Forest Service, United States Departe

ment of Agriculture.
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The special committee is composed of John B. Burnham, chairman, repro=
senting‘the American Game Protectivo Association; Heyward Cutting, of the Boone
end Crockett Club; T. Gilbert Pearson, of the Audubon Society and the Nationel
Parks Association; and T. W. Tomlinson, of the American National Livestock
Association. |

This cemmittee has made its report to the Secretary of Agriculture
fpllowing a.personal inspection of the Kaibab Platesu on which the‘Grand Canyon
Gamg Prese}vg was established in 1906 by President Roosevelt.wrihis area also
forms part of‘the Kaibab National Forest and is under the supervision of the
Forest Service. e

ﬁpwards of 30,000 head of muls deer_ars row on the Kaibab Plateau,
gccording to the report of the committee. This is fully twice as many deer
as the vegetation can support and the eutire herd is in imminent danger of
extinction through starvation unless reduced to a safety numbef.

Moreover, the condition of whaf forage is still to be found on the
area is far below normal and several years will be required to grow new
forege crops befors the region can support more than 15,000 head of deer in
addition to the scattering small herds of domestic livestock owned by settlers
living in and around the Kaibab Forest. The grazing of livestock on this
area has been sharply cuttailed for several years, the Forest Service this
year having issued permits only to those few settiers whose livelihood depend=

ed on being allowed to use the Covernment range. This is in harmony with the
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cormittee's report’which states that dus to the differeqt foraging habits of
livestocg and deer, a complete elimination of the former would not meet the
crisis facing the latter. |

The Forest Service hLas already announced its policy of giving away as
many deer as possible to all applicants vho afe willing to pay the cost of
. crating and getting the deer to the nearest railway shipping point, estimated
at $35 per animal plus expfess charges 4o destination. The committes recom-
mendé that if an insufficient number of deer is taken off the area by this
wmethod then hunting be allowed under proper regulations.

As a last resort the committee concedes that it may be necessary for
the Department of Agriculture to officially kill enough of the herd to prevent
the possible extinction of the remeinder through starvation.

Secretafy Wallace and Chief Forester Greeley have esnnounced their
intention to closely follow the recommendations made by ths committee. In
a letter to John B. Burnham, chairmen of the special committes, Secretary
Wellace said:

"I an distressed to learn that the danger of the destruction of this
splendid herd of about 30,000 head of deer due to congeétion and overstocking
of the range, whiéh was reported as a possibility nearly two years ago by offi-
cers of the Biological Survey and the Forest Service, is now actually imminent,
unprecedented drought conditions having unexpectedly hastened the crisis.

The steps which rvour commit%ge reconmends bs taken to avoid this calamily meet
with my general approval.

"If thé?puélic rosponse to the offer of free disposal of deer is not
sufficiént to mest the situation sdecuately, I have instructed the Forest
Service to téke such further practical steps, consistent with your recomnenda~

tions, as may be poésible within the limited time at their disposal."
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