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3The asJ,imate that the average annual damage to livestock and game amounts 

to $50 for each coyote and bobcat and $1,000 for each -rolf and mountain lion, 

has received very general acceptance," said Dr. W. 3. Bell, Assistant Eiologist . 

of the United Sta",es Department of Agriculture, before the recent meeting of the 

American Society of Ummalogists, at Boston, jdass. In spite of the overwhelting 

evidence of damage done to the farmer and stockman and to the public in general 

through such depredations there are still some who contend that the fJ.g>t to 

control these predatory animals by trap, gun, and poison should be discontinued 

or at least abated, It would be a difficult matter, :?ov:ever, to convince stock- 

men and farners that an attempt to restore the old balance of nature vould be 

beneficial, as it is not a practical undertaking ir, agricultural and livestock- 

raising districts. 

That many of these destructive predatory animals are partly beneficial 

is not denied by the Department of Agriculture. The records maintained by the 

Biological Survey show that bobcats, lynxes, and coyotes destroy many undesirabla 

rodents, but in settled countries these predatory animals, with wolves and 

mountain lions, have learned to take domestic stock to such an extent that the 

losses are not to be tolerated. 

Government hunters and ocientisto have made investigations of the 

food habits of these principal predatory animals by examination of tho content 

of their stomachs , and the results shorn a decided tas%e on their part for domestic 
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stock and for valu?bl~ ~X,E and birds, "In the case cf the bobcat," says Dr. 

5311) "it may ba noted that of 3,990 items listed in a table st.o~ing a summary 

of the results of stomach examination:;, 677 v,rere moat of domesticated animals; 

667 were of gane aninnls, gms births, or otl!er birds; 2,043 ware of rodents; 

and 517 of various miscellaneous and relatively unessential materials, the 

largest number baiq bait cqloyed in taking the animal::. Sheep and goats were 

the favorites amcny the domestic animals on the menu of the bobcat, a.nd poultry 

seemed to be second prefwence. :?ot a great deal of information 'ci'irs obtained 

on the Canada lynx, as only SO examinations were made. In these cases evidence 

was found that 10 anise& had been feeding on cleat of domestic sAmals, mostly 

sheap, goats; ad ?oultr;t. A mm&r had eaten game arkmls ai16 bird?, and 

sewrai had kill&. rabbits. 

"Uore evidmc.3 ~~1,s Seen ob$ai;led on the coyote 'V~UA on any of the 

othxs. Of 36,589 itoms found in stomachs, 12,478 were parts of domestic 

ailiimls, with sheep and. goats strongly ir the lead, beef sscond, and. horses 

+,hircI * follomd by poultry and pnak. The coyote also destroys large numbers 

of grovzse, as i:ldisated by 1,268 item in the list. Evideme alsc eras found that 

they have destro;-ed numbers of miscellaneous birds, deer, elk, snd antelope. 

It must be said, ko?Jever, that the coyote does destroy mrnixrs of rodeilts, partio 

ularly rabbits, though t!qe na:Coer of rodents found in the e;raminatio:?.s was less 

than that ~3 dossstLcated animals and poultry. 

"The tiLlbnr T*rolf depends nlaoat entirely for his diet, according to 

the investigations, upos meat grOY/il by the farmer and ranchman. Out of 549 in- 

stances cited, -157 sho-red that dorr.sstic animals, chiefly cattle, hed been fed 

upon. In addition, it mat found that the ;irolves destroyed dew, antelope, and 

elk. Very fe:g rabbits or other rodents were found in their stoma&s. 



miml. Iii m.ny rogio;ls -:+!ere caqaignc have been conducted agC.nst bobcats, 

“&+csne 5 of the modern ricthods used in coiz+,rolling de;;t.ractivs rodcrts, 

it ij n0 loil~;sr 2ecsszary to pr escrve the predatory anizxa2.s Ln order to keep 

as a rosi.iit of th:se carnpaigfis agairst rcr',anto and predatory ~.nir?.ais mom.ous 

areas of land are to-day tsing more ~rofit~bl~~ utili zoc?. in -the ~>roduction of 


