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KILLING PREDATORY ANIVALS
AN ECONHCIHIC PROBLEM

"The estimote that the average annual damage +to livestock and game amounts
to $50 for each coyote and bobecat and 91,000 for each wolf and mountain lion,
has received very genergl acceptance,ﬁ_said Dr. W. B. Bell, Assistant Biologist
of the United Stales Department of Agriculture, before the recent meeting of the
American Socieﬁy of Memmelogists, at Boston, Mass. In spite of the overwhelming
evidence of damage done to the farmer and stockman and to the public in gensral
through such depredatioas there are still some who contend that the fight +to
control these predatory snimals by trap, gun, and poison should be discontinued
or at least abated. It would be a difficult matter, however, to convince stock-
men and farmers that an attempt to restore the old balance of nature would be
bencficial, as it is not a practical undertaking in agricultural and livestock-
raising districts.

That many of these destructive predatory animals are partly beneficiel
is not denied by the Department of Agriculture. The records maintained by the
Biological Survey show that bobcats, lynxes, and coyotes destroy many undesirabls
rodents, but in settled countries these predatory animals, with wolves and
mountain lions, have learned to take domestic stock to such an extent that the
losses are not to be tolerated.

Government hunters and scientists have made investigations of the
food habits of these principal predatory animals by examination of tho content

of their stomachs, and the resulis show a decided taste on their part for domestic
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atock and for valuabls gaue ard birdse "In the case of the bobcat,” says Dr.
Bell, "it may be noted that of 3,990 items listed in a teble showing é sumnary
of the results of stomech sxamirations, 677 were rieat of domesiicated animals;
687 were of game animals, game birdg, or other birds; 2,049 were of rodents;
and 577 of various miscellaneous and relatively unessential materiale, the
largest number being beit cmployed in taking the animals. Sheep and goats were
the favorites ameng the domestic animals on the menu of the bobeat, and poultry
seened to be second preference. Not a great dsal of informetion was obtained
or. the Canada lynx, as only 20 examianntions were mada. In these cases evidence
was {ound that 10 animals had been feeding on meat of domestic animals, mostly
sheep, goats, and noultry. A number had eaten game arnimals aand birde, and
several had killed rabbits.

“More evidencs has been obtained on tha coyote than on any of the

othzrs. Of 36,98
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toms found in stomachs, 12,478 were parts of domestic
animals, with sheep and goats strongly in the lead, beef sscond, and horses
third, fellowed by poultry and pork. The coyoie also destroys large numbers
of grouse, as indicated by 1,268 items in the list. Evidenre alsc vas found that
they have destrored numbers of miscsllansous birds, deer, olk, and antzlope.
It must be said, however, that the coyote does destroy numbers of rodents, pariice
ularly rabbits, though the number of rodents found in the examinations was less
than that of domssticated animals and poultry.

"The timber wolf depsnds almost entirely for his diet, according to
the investigations, upon meat grown by the farmer and ranchmans Out of 549 in-
stances cited, 457 showed that domesstic animals, chisfly cattle, hed been fed
upon. In eddition, it was found that the wolves destroved deor, antelops, and

elk. Very few rakbits or other rodents were found in their stomachs.
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4 table cormpiled on the food prafsrauses of the mountsain lion shows
that it hac a2 zgocd appetite for beaf and vaaison, tho nunmters ruaniapg cattis

first, desr second, and korsss third, althourh there animale nrve long heen

thought to cers more Ior hores meat thean any other. It ceews that they kill

In carrying on its campaigns with verlous States for +ke conirnl or
oradication of predatory =nimale in livestock produciug regions, the Department

of Agriculturs haos recognized thait modern cconomic conditions meke it necesesary

*ha* livesteck bs producsd at the minimum cost and, therefors, that ail iosses
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be cut down as far =8 nossibls-

"Garos Dirds and animels are now racoznized as & recl fiacncisl and
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food asset of the couniry, as well 25 having other valuse. It is known that one

of the greatest checks upoun *he development of this wil

o,
-}
o
5
[0}
[
0
o+
(O]
3
ia
@
(o
0
¢
o
H
2

animals In many rezicns -vhere campaigns have been conductied ageinst bobsoals,
coyotes, wolves, and mcuntoin lions, game has increases noticeaily.

"Becau
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2 of the modarn nethods used in controlling destructivs rodents,

it is no longsr necessary to prescrve the predatory animals in order to Yeep
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dovn thes or pesis. Predatory animals do not prevent the occurrence of
rodents in seriously destructivs nuabers, and the cost of poisoninzg and trapping
small

these/anirals in much less than the loss occasioned by the predatory animels.

Ks a result of thase campaigns ¢
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ajnst rcdents and predatory sanimals enormous
arens of land are to-day boing more profitably utilized in the production of
‘crops and livestock."
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