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DIRECTIONS FOR RIDDING

CORNFIELDS OF PINYON JAYS

The pinyon jay, a relative of the ordinary crow, native to the Rocky
Mountain region and most plentiful in Utah and Colorado, annually ceuses groat
¢gmagelto'c9rqyand“yheat crops. Becguse ?f'tbe_ﬁreggegt cqmp}aipﬁs of @epre-
dqtions by‘th;s4bird,ugnown varigusly‘ggﬂsguamkpr,‘p%pyonﬂgquawkpr,.blue
crow, o:_pedarbi;d,rt@g_piolpgi?gllSﬁ?vey of the United States pepartment‘pf~“
Ag?iculture has developed effective means for cpmbating_tha bird in cornfields
and is at work on methods %o be usgd’yhe;e it feeds on whesat.

_Ihese garguding jgys.QSpally'travgl in‘f;opks of f;oﬁ 50Q to ;,SQQ;
upon fi:gt_gpteripé a 9ornfigld,'thengre likely to gcatter, but in a few
days thpy'sgtt%e down‘tp~a definitg.pgrt.of ﬁhe‘field gnd‘return @o that
same pla&e'agaip and aga;pf“ Corp ;s'sogpyimgs slightly gamaged by them in tbe
roastipgfea;_etagef bgj ﬁhey seldom do serious damage unxil it is ripe enough
to be shelled off readily.

Poison;ng §hou;§ not begin until a_definite_fegﬁing.arga has pepn_
established by the birds. Pinyon jays are not protected by either rpdéral ér
Stgte laws, but in poisoning them care qhou}d be taken to comply with Statq
and local regulations for the use of poisoned baits. The poison recommended
by the_dgpartggnt is s#rychnipe.alkaloiﬁ made into a paéﬁg with sta;ch and
applied-gs a thinﬁcoating on dry chelled corn. It is made ;n theAprOportiops
of 5 quarts of corn tov;/4 ounce of strychnin® alkaloid, and 1/2 pint of starch

paste. The paste is made by mixing a teaspoonful of ordinary laundry starch
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vith s tablespoonful of cold water and stirring vell as the half pint of
hot water 1s added, This makes a thin paste. To the strychnine a like bulk
of pé_s_te ;i.s_ adde.dv apd .mi;ed w_elll,. jbhep the lx"es's-b____of thg paste is gdde§ gnd
stirred well. The poison is poured over the corn in a box or tub and the
mass mixed until ‘each kernel has a thin coating. After the corn is well
dried it is ready for use. It can npt be usg@ in rainy wpather.

The poisoned grain is best spread by dropping it through the figgers
whi_le walking slowly be_tween _the rows. Ons handi_‘ul_ wi.ll cover about 40
linear“feqt and, excepf in small field's, poison in~ every pther row is
sufficient. 1In most cases 5.§o 10 éuarts will covgr”the.ﬂgmggeénsection:
Bait thus spread will kill the maximum number of pinyon jays and the mine
J'__m}uﬂ_ of ‘othez/' bi:¢s. ‘It wil_l not hqr;n chickens or turkeys, and other farm
stock will not pick up enough to get a f_atal fios_e. )

A girpulaxf glving full directions for peisoning pinyon jays in corn-
fields may be obtained free from the Department of Agriculture at Washingtonm,

D.CI
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