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BICLCGEAL SUPJiE TZLLS 
1IOtV TO i&&Kg A COUNT OT BIRDS 

Renewed interest in the bird population of the United States has led 

to a revival of the efforts, begun in 19i4, by the Riological Survey of the 

United States Department of Agriculture, to coliect information on the number 

and distribution of the birds breeding in t!?is country. Counts have been 

made each succeeding year, and interested persons v!ho are thoroughly familiar 

:vith the breeding birds of their respective vicinities are asked to aid ir, 

the x-ork. Many people have an id.ea that taking a bird count requires access 

to an area frequented by nmerous birds. It is just as important, however, 

from the standpoint of ?rsservation, 3ro5ection, and increase to knovr how 

they are distributed, even +ere birds are few. . 

By Cant iiluing these counts over a period of years &lb counting the 

same areas each year, knowledge can be gained, not only of our total bid 

population but also of its fluctuations from year to year. The counts, 

moreover, will greatly help in determining what effect the prasen-t State and 

Federal laws have on the increase of game and insectivorous birds. The De- 

partment hopes that counts G.11 be continued on all land where they have pre- 

viously been made, and it especially desires to obtain also series of counts 

indicating the bird life on the Plains, on the deserts, both vrith a.rad without 

. . &rrlga”ion, and in the SolzElsrn and Western States. 
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Breeding Mason Proper Ti._ 

It night be weli to select ilE!W areas where physical co;lditions 

are not likely to change much for a number of years, so that if succeeding 

annual counts show changes in bird po>ulatiou it ~21 be knoTm that thy 

are not due to changed environment brought about by man. On the other hand, 

there is r;iuch to be learned regarding ,the adaptation of birds to ch.aiiges of 

environment ; any area therefore on which reports can be made year aftQr year 

may be chosen, even though conditions are likely to change. Possible in- .~ 

ability to rspeat a count on the saxJe tract need sot , however, deter anyone 

from naking th cowt this year. 

The height of the breeding season should be chosen for this work. 
.’ . 

In the.latitude of Washington, D-C., at latitude 39 degrees, May 30, is 

about the right date for the first co-u&. In the latitude of Boston the 

work should not begin until a week later; while south of lYashi;@on a date 

still earlier than May 30, should be selectad. In any locality the count 

should not be made before the e:;id of the sigration. If the work Is done 

too early there is danger of counting s .e nesting some individual birds that 

till go farther north to bread. 

The Department want s to iearn how many pairs of birds actually nest 

within the selected area. Birds that visit the area only for feeding pur- 

poses must not be counted, no matter how close their nests nay be to the 

boundary line. 

Several Counts Ueeded. 

Several kinds of counts ara needed for a study of the rela%ivc 

abun?.ance of bii-ds under changing and stationsry conditions. It is hoped 

that many persons interested in.bird life will nake one or more counts this 
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Season. If only on8 count is made, the trzct selected should rspressnt . 

average farm conditions for the locality, should not have an undue mount 

of woodland or orchard, and should contain not less than 40 acres a quarter 

of a nile square 503 more than 80 acres. Xf there is an isolated piece of 

woodland of 10 to 20 acre8 conveniently near, a separate count of the birds 

nesting there vX~ bs useful in addition to the count on the rest of the 

farm. In this case the report, in additioi: to specifying the size and 

exact boundaries of the area, should give the principal kinds of trees, 

and whether there is much or little underbrush. 

A third count is desired of some de3nite area of woodland, which 

is part of a larger tL?ioered tract. S3.11 a fourth count, supplementary 

to these is needed. The merage farm in the Eortheastern States contains 

about 100 acres , and the average oouLt hitherto has been of the birds 

nesting on the 50 acres of tho farm newest to and including the farm 

buildings. It is now necsssuy tc obtain cowts also. of -the remainder 

Of t!?e farm, the ?lilder part coxtainixg no buildings, ss~ecially 0:1 the 

Sam farm8 there counts about the buildings have already b86i2 made. Be- 

sides these, cou;lts on any other kinds of land are much desired. for comparison. 

Anyone who is willing to do this work is requested to send his n8.i.w 

and address to the Biological Survey, Washington, D.S. FuLi directions for 

makisg,a count and report blanks will be sent in time for plans to be made 

before the actual time for the field work. Since the Bureau has no funds 

witl; which to pay for this work, it must desend Oil the services Of voluntary 

observers, // 835-22 


