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YUKON DELTA BIRD RESERVATION CANCELED. 

-* .-. 

At the request of the Secretary of Agriculture, the President issued an 

Executive Order on February 27, 1922, revoking an order which 13 years ago set . 

aside the Yukon Delta Reservation, Alaska, as a preserve and breeding ground for 

native birds. The action was taken at the instance of the Biological Survey 

of the United States Department of Agriculture, which, in thii:administration 

of such reservations, has found that no useful purpose would be served in the 

continuation of this extensive preserve, for the reason that so far as white 

settlers are concerned the region is rem&be and of too marshy a character to be . 

desirable for settlement and this fact protects the birds to a great extent 

although many are taken annually by the resident Eskimos for food purposes. 3 
The reservation comprised approximately 8,000,000 acres, and with the limited . 

funds at the disposal of the Department it was impossible adequately to ad- 

minister it. The tundras of this vast area are inhabited chiefly by Eskimos, 

and the department has found it necessary to permit these natives to take the 

game birds found upon the reservation for food purposes, as they have always 

been obliged to rely upon them as one of the major elements in their food 

euPPlY l 
For these reasons the Biological Survey recommended that the res- 

ervation as such be dropped and the area be restored to the public domain. 
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It is no"; advisable to Xi.11 t fox for the pelt before 18 months of age 

for at that tim its fur iE uoro valuable than at a youngor age. Coqarativcly 

fEW Of the fOX@S raised on Aiiosicsii RuiCl"iC?S ue sold at the I;reseilt ine, 

however, for their pelts. ;dost of the rnnchm:; obtain higher values than the 

worth of She pelt by, selling t!:-, live zG.ayls for broedirlg ;3sr7oses. A good 

pelt mzy fctc3 as much $601;, tk0ugl-t tlw avorag6 is mch lower, approximating 

3250 to $350. The iurs Fbrr- c~mpp,r~tj.~~~:ly little know: because of their rarity. 

Silver foxes vmy frm those in 7::hicl; tke color is entirely silver t3 those 

in whit? it is entirely black except for som white bn1:do.d hairs on the back 

and ruq. In the bla.ck fox the TLhitc. is nbssnt from nil pari;? except the tip 

of the tz, 31, wkick is gencmlly p:hite in all phases o 
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