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FREEING THE RANGE COUNTRY
OF PREDATORY WILD ANIMALS

Uncle Sam‘maintains an army of approximately'BSO professional hunters who
by policing the western range country protect many million dollars'wortb of livé
stock from damage and death by predatqryvanimals. The Bureau of Biological Survey,
United States Department of Agriculture, estimates that anpual losses pf from.:
220,000,000 to $30,000,000 a year were.ﬁeretofope sustaingd through ﬁhe slaughfer
of domestic stopk by mountain lions, bea;s, wolves, coyotes, and ojhgr wild'

v beasts which prey on horses, esattle, sheep; and swine. ihe average destruction by
predatory animalsg is esfimated to be 31,000 ﬁbfth of live stock gnnually for each
wolngnd mountain lion, $500 worth for each stock-killing bear, and 250 worth of
damége by each coyote and bobeat, The Government hunters qtilize“every possible
meahs - guns, traps, poisops, apd'the like - to decrease the numbers of range
rascals which ravage dbmestic herds and flocks. They police the ﬁogky iMountain
States_from Washingtonvjo Texas, and are constantly in receipt of calls from re-

gions where predatory depredations occur,

Three P:incipal Mgthods of Destruction

With the adoption of the hunter service, three methods of destroying préda-
tory animals were inaugurated - shooting, trapping,. and poisoning. During the-
first year 424 wolves, 9 mountain lions, 11,890 coyotes, apd 1,564 bobcatsiwere
exte;minated. Extensive activities were alsg devoted to the matter of suppressing
rabies in the»range country. An outbreak of rabies in Nevada was ultimétely
largely suppressed.

Illustrative of the damage done by wild beasts, in Co1orado’a single wolf
killed nearly 33,000 worth of cattle in one year. In Texas two wolves ki;led
75 sheep, valued at $9 each, during a period of two weeks, One wolf in New
Mexipo killed 25 head of cattle in two months, while another killed 150 cattle

valued at about 35,000 during a six months'period.

In Wyoming two male wolves were killed which during one month had desiroyed
150 sheep and 7 colts. Another pair were reported to have killed about 34,000

worth of stock during the year preceding their capture. The courty agricultural
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agnﬁtuat_Coalvi}le, Utah, reported that wglygs_had‘killed 2Q pe*qgnt gf <the
year's cdlf crap in his_se:tiqn. A Wplf 3aptpreq.in New Meslco waslkncwﬁ to.have
killaq during the precedingAfive months 20 yearling steers, 9 calves, one cow,

15 sunep, anq a valuablg‘sheep dng.
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Agrjcul,ural'Co;lege ef 'Néw ngico reprrtcd tbéi_34i3504“atﬁl?' 155,000”sheep,
and 850'horses are killed annua}ly by predatory aniusls iﬁ that State, thgse'
103595 amounting to $2)715,ZSQ and ipvolving the‘sacrifice of 16,000,000 pounds
of meat and approximate;y 1,320,000 pounds qf wool,

At the present time the Government hunters pelice 13 districts, each with a
tra;neﬁ infpggﬁor in cba;ge. whichvcoyer'Arizona)iCalifo¢n§a, Colorado, Idaho,
ﬁo§%aﬁa,_1 |
an@AWyomipg, ?he_hunterg.pf the variqps_disﬁricts are paid in parﬁ {rom @he
Fedgralftreasury”and in part from'cooperative funds and monéys>supplied by $tat§ o
appropriations, and from contributions from 1ive~sﬁock79rggpizations and individuals.

Methods Have EBeen Greatly Improved,

Study and experimentatioan have resulted in great improvement in the methods
and practice_gmployed ;p eradicaﬁing{predatp;y animal;. The pqigpnipg campqigns
have increased in.numbgr, and have been more'effectively organized each succeeding
year. “Their success has bepn‘such that in'many areas stopk growers are prging
ﬁheir appljcgiipn dpring the approp;iate season. ‘Thesg cgmpaigns'have bgen fo;lowr
ed byva marked dec;gase in the numbar of poyoteg in the sections ppisoned,and a
qorrgspondingvdecregse in the_lqss of sheep, cattle, pigs, colts, gnd pou;try.
Reports from stockmen indicate that on many ranges end iambiqg grounds the former
heavy anqualllpsses havehbqpome_nggligible,vor have been entirely»e}iminated.

During a recent five-year period a total of 128,513 dangerous rogues of the
range have been killed»and’sk;ns‘secured. This enormous bag consists of 109,346
coyotes, 15,374 bobcats and_lynxes, 2,936 Wolves,_540‘mountain lions and>317 bears.,
In 2ddition, coyotes numbering more than}the above totél were ki}led by the organ-
izec poiéoning campaigns., Estimates based on information supplied during 1920 by
farmers and stockmen indicate that the'destruction of approximately 50,000 preda-
tory animals under the direction of the Biological Survey resulted in the saving
of live stock for the year valued at.about 36,000,000, calculated on prices‘pre-
vailing during that peried. During a period of 5 years the sales of skins taken
by Federal hunters totaled $240,423.63, and that amount was turned in to the
United States Treasury.
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