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Washington, D. C.; December 18, 1920, -~ That the ﬁse of the Ha~-
tional Forests for recreational purposes is iﬁcreésing fapidly and bids
fair to rank third amoéé the major services performed by the National
Forests, with onlsr timber production and sﬁream—flow regulation tamng
precedence over it, is the statement made by Col. W. B. Greeley, hesd
of the Forest Service, in his snmmal report. Many summer_homes are
being erected on the National Forests by privaxé individuals, and the
use of forests for other fo?ms of out-of-door recreation was greater
during the past year than evef before.

The summer home business promises to become an important source
of revenue, Col. Greeley points out. On the Angeles Forest in southern
California, for exémple, a total of 1329 perﬁitsifor summer residences

. N
and commercial resorts were, he says, in effect at the close of the past
fiscal year. The revenue froa this one item amounted to approximately
$22,000. It is believed that ﬁitbin a few years the revenmues obtained
from the various recreational settlements within the angeles Forest will

pay the entire cost of protection and administration.

Establishing Commmity Campse

Manyrwestern commmitles are recognizing the recreational resources
of near-by Yiational Forésts as one of thei} gréatest assets and privileges,
Col. Greeley says, and are establishing comuﬁity camps under more or
less formel organization. ‘These camps take every form from the municipal
vacation camps erected dn ﬁhe angeles National Eorest under perait from
the Porest Service and maintained and managed by the city of Los Angeles,
to the improvement of some favoi'ite pienie ground in the National Forests
by local citizens in cooperation with local,forest officers, The picnie

camps are improved by tﬁe_~oa tructwun of flre places, rustic tables and

seats, and are made available to the public without any charge. The

.
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vacation camps under iwmicipal dircction charge merecly the expensc of
feeding and caring for the successive groups of city people who enjoy
their privileges.

The growth of the recreational rcsources of the National Forests
is s0 raiaid that spécially-trained men ave needel to direct and pian
for fhe most . effective development of this sc-rvice,. Col Greeley statcs.
Any expenditure along these lines will be good businecss 'for the CoOvern«
ment, since the increoased receipts .Vf.l.ll x'efurn to the Treasury much more
than the total amount expended.

The proteétion of wild life and the recogunition of the National FOr-
ests as natural brecding grounds of fish and game is closely related to
the development of the recrocational resources. 7o make more effective the
work of game protcction, in 'cooperation with the State and local authori~
tics, and to sccure better development of the fish and gamo resources of
the National Porests, .Col. Gregley belicves that Congress should make
provision for the establish;nent of gamc sanctuarics, within vhich wild
life may find security. ’j!heser sancf,uaries, he éays, should be relatively

limited in area but should be ecstablished in considorable number.

Elks Suffer Herdships.

Special attention is called by Col. Gre2ley to the necessity of aadi—
tionsl protectién for the "harassed and d.ecimatéd herds‘ of elk using the
Yellowstone National i’ark. and. the surrounding fo}ests. ‘ Famine and coid
last winter took an unusually heavy toll from their number. Driven out
of the high coﬁntry by starvation and early snows, the northern herd suf-
fered from ﬁunters along the boundary ‘line & percentage loss équal to
that of a defeated army. Ifany that escaped the hunters perished ffom cold
and starvation befofe spring. The southern hevrd‘also lost heavily.' AS &
result, the toﬁal number of dnimals in t.hese two herds is now estimated‘ by
the best qualified officers in the Forést Sérvice to equal one-half of
their number five years agos v‘

The addition. to the Absaroka and Ga].latin Forests of the lands still
in Government ownership and wnder withdrawal along the Yellowstome River
north of Gardiser is urged by theﬂ#iéf Forester. Thi&via:id, he-—st«a%es—rﬁww———

is urgently needed as winter ramge for the elk, and its addition to the



