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Good Effects of Présenf Statutes Shown
by Increase of Wild Fowl. '

. Perraps migratory birds will never'again be secn in such vast £1locks
as when the early settlers pushed their way westward, but specialists of
tke Bureau of éioloqical Survey, U. S. Tegartment of Agriculture believe

r‘.-‘—-‘—— e
their numbers are now increasing year by vear, Widespread interest in

their preservation,prompted by American sportsmen who saw the birds would

be exterminated by unchecked destruction, is thought well 3ustifiéd when

[

t is considered that the birds' food and economic value amounts to many
milliqns of dollars annually. Growth of sentiment for the conserva-
tion of so valuable a resource by prevenﬁing destrucfion, through spring
shdoting, of game birds and by otrer protective measures, ras been not-
able in the last klf century.

In 1900 only nine Statees had laws prohibiting all=-spring shooting,
while in 1918 there wers thirty-one. Only three States now afford no
legal protection, Uniform and adequate preéarvation wag first given
attention by the Federal Government in 1904, whken a bill was introduced

" in Congress,but failed to become law, Tke subject, however, was kept
before Congress almost continuously until the enactment of the migratory
bird law in‘'1913.

This Federal statute merely conferred on tre Y. S. Department of
Agriculture the power to fix.closed sezsons during which it would be un-
lawful to capture or kill migratbry birds. This law digd nét provide for
effective enforcement, but it exe£ted a wonderéul influence upon the pub-
li¢c mind,and its passage laid fhe,real'foundation for more adequate pro—'
tection. Fully 95 per cent of the sportsmen abided ty the regulations

. established under this law and refrained from shooting during %k; closed

seasons,

Law's Good Effeot Shown.

The result was almost instantaneous. Waterfowl and othrer migratory

ganme birds not only showed at once a marked intrease in numbers, but,owing
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to the cessation of spring shooting, remained ummolested in ever increas-
ing numbers to breed in places from which formerly trev raed bSeen driven
every spring by incescant gunning. At the end of the five years during
which this law was in operaticn, 3tate gams commiesionere ond lesding

spertemen were practically umanimous in treir expression tlat wild fowl
were more 2bundart than at any.tlme in the preceding tweniy~five yzars,

The marked improvement under this law instilled a new slirit into
tre advocates of bird conservation, and showed tie wenderinl poscibilitiss
under a Faderal law broad and comprehensive encugh not cnly to orotect ths
hirds during the mating and breeding season, but to equalize hunting Iriv-
ileges and cpportunities by more uniform State laws,

Te protect birds further a treaty affecting birds misrating between
this country and Canada was concluded in 1916 between tre Un-ited Siates
and Great Britain. Altogether 537 species of migratery birds are includ-
ed in the variocus families protected by ths treaty. It provides for con-
tinuous protection for migrateory insect-sating birds and certain otter

migratery non-same bivds and protection for five and ten years for certain
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migratory game birds. The hunting senson for other misratoer
is limited to a period not exceeding “hres and oas-'alf months hotvsen
eptember 1 and darch 10 of each year, exsept chorshirls in ceriain Nort'n-
eastern States where cuch hunting season must be batweon Auzuct 16 and
February 1. Reculaticns promulgatsd under ihne Act of Coagress a_ oroved
July 3, 1918, to give effect to the treaiy,establich 6en sessons on -hora-
birds in such Nertheastern States from August 16 t¢ Noverber 20, and with
this exception no migratory same birde can be hunted in Lne United States
Letweon Fabruary 1 and September 15, inelusive, of szcn yeour, The roaty

dces not, however, include some vzluable birds, such as quasl

grouse, and wild turkeys, Trese sti11l rewain wholly witnin the jarisdic-

tion of the utm es, Approximatoely 220 specier of migratory birde avre aloc
excluded from the ferms of the treaty, becanss th;y are 1ot soecifically
ramed ¢r do not feed chiefly or entirely ow insects.
Uniform Luawe Neadcd.
_The Federal laws for the ?fﬁf “/9n of ratory birds are ax scted
to go 2 leng way toward insuring & supsly for all time, hut the 1q'twn”t;

of the States are sc insogarably relatad to the irtercsts ¢f the Maticpal

Government thai all efforts to conserve thess birds most be coordinated
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for full success, Federal officials jcint out. Mucsh already has been

" done along this line. Tke open seascns for wild foewl in twenty-five
States have been made to ccnform to the Federal seascrns, and in uany other

States game commissicners and sportemen have ranifested a spirit of cocp-

eration in game conservation that indicates 2 general santiment favoring

uniformity in State and Federal laws.
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