Relecage -~ Immediate.

GOVERMMENT TAKES STEPS TO SAVE
ZIK HERDS FROH STARVATTOW.

The two principal hefds of elk in the United States -- one of
which'is under the protection of the Biological Survey of the U. S.
Department of Aériculture - afe in danger of such serious depletion,
cue to early severe weather and feed shortage, that special funds
have been sot aside for the purchase of‘hay for these animals whose
howe is in and near Yellowstone Netional Park'r Pepartment officials
are making every.poésible effott‘to procure the needed feed despite
the serious scarcity of hay and forage in the region. Approximately
40,000 elk roam this sectiom of the country. They are divided into
two groups, known as the northern and'aouthefn herd, respectively.
Tne latter, which winters in the vicinity of Jackson Hole. to the
south of Yellowstone.Park, is the one for which the Department of
Agriculture is seeking to make provision.

Reporté nave recently been received from Government represen-
tatives in the region of Yellowstone National Park stating that many
‘elk are dest;ned to starve if the present severe weather continues
and if no additional supplies of feed are provided. On the winter
elk refuge in Jackson Hole the Dspartment has in store approximately

1,300 tons of hay which nommally would be suificient to carry the



e
southern herd through the winter, But cold weather and heavy énows came sco

er that the &Qim&ls will be without feed

early that there is
before many weeks neve pacsed. Rénchmen in the regicn are confropted with
a serinus condition and are reluctant to part with any of their hay.‘

The anorthern elk hexd is under -the supervision of the National Park
Service oi the Départment of the Intérigr. which is also making every ef-~
f.rt possible to prevent loss of these animals.

These two uerds are the largest elk herds remaiﬁing in this country,
though at one time elk were to be found iA large nunbers as far east as the

‘Blue Ridge diountains., These animals, like the buffalo and antelope, have
now been reduce¢ to a mere iraction of their former numbers. The few herds
that remain besidas those in the vicinity of the Yellowatone Park are rela- .
tively small. Loss of wany of the agimals in the larger herds might ke ir-
reperable, say Covernuent officials.
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