
Releaee -- Immediate . * 

. 

AA&RICAN BUFFALO ARE &NCREASING 

Agricultural Bill'Paaaed by Congres Provides for 
Dinpoc-r~l of Surplue to Public Institutions. 

9b 

Provision ia made in the curr&, agricuJtura1 appropriation act for 
i' 

the Secretary of Agriculture to give buffalo to municipalitiee and public 1 
the 

institutions from any ourplue which may exist in the herda now under/con- 

trol of the Department of Agriculture. In order to aid in the propaga- 

tion of the species the bill provides that animals may be lent to or ex- 

changed with other owners of American bison. No provision is made to 

give them to individuals, and only one mafr be &iven to each municipality 

or public inetitution. This prov$oion is 'made because of the surplus 

of bulls in some of the Department of Agriculture’e buffalo herds, par- 

ticularly the one in the Wichita National Forest and G<ame Preserve, in 

Oklahoma, and be&use the department is nearing the realization of the 

firat stage in the preservation of the specie -- the acquisition of at 

lenat 1,000 head of buffalo by the Government. 

There are approximately 7,000 buffalo in North America. Canada 

ha@ something over 3,500, end the total number in the United States ie 

more than 3,000. This is' about Beven time8 the number in the United ~&&es 

in 1089, when the firs6 buffalo census was taken, Individuals in the 

United States own approximately 2,000 of the total number in this coun- 

try. There are eight flovernment hords, eix of which are under the con- 

trol of the Department of Agriculture. The largest herd in thie country . r 
is in eharg'e of the“ Tn2e‘riar'Dcpartm'ont and is located in the Yellowstone 

National Park., where there are about 450 bieoti. The SmithBon'ian Inoti- 
tution now h&a a herd of 13'at the ~Iational‘Zoologic~l Park;' Waehington,D.C, 

The first hsrd of buffalo un&er t:lc Dopnrttient of Agriculture was es- 
tablished in lS33 on the Wichita Rations.1 Forest and Gamo'Preoerve, The 
original herd coneieted of 15 onimalo, the gift of'the New York Zoological 
Society, and l;hio has now incroaoed to moro than 100 animnle without-any 
outside a.dd!.tiono. Two herds have been established in the pact year, one 
in Sully6 Hill Park, North Dakota, the other-m the Pisgah National Game 
Preocve, North, Carolina. The other hsrdo euper*ri.sed hy the Department of 
Agrisultcre are located in tile ldoatana K;atj.or:si Si~?ti P.ange; the Niobrara 
Reservation, Xebratrica; an4 the Wrd Cam G-6 ?PCaRi*vfe, r',sst+h Dakota, The . 

.- .I .Hkypaw?/-Ae. . ia- m ) -Lm,e,h * -I) 
used, in order to prevent the spread of any contagious disease, 

.- -~cc 
ohould it 

become uncontrollable in any of the herdo. 
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