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AMERICAN BUFFALO ARE INCREASING

Agricultural Bill’ Pasaed by Congregs Provides for
Disposal of Surplus to Public Institutions,

-

Proviaion is made in the current agricultural appropriation act for
the Secretary of Agrlculture to glve buffalo to municipalities anq publie
institutions from any nurplua which may exist in the herde now under}r:n~
trol of the Department of Agriculture. Iﬁ order to aid in the propaga-
tion of the species the bill provides that animals may be lent to or ex-
changed with other owners'of-American bison, No proviaioﬁ’ia made to
give them to individuals, and only one may be given to each municipality
or public inestitution. This provision ié'made because pf the surp}gg
of bulls in some of the Department of Agriculture's buffalo herds, par-
ticularly the one in the Wichita Nationanl Forest and Game Preserve, in
Oklahoma, and beceuse the depurtment is nearing the realization of the
first stage in the preservation of the specie -- the acquisition of at
least 1,000 heed of buf{alo'by the Government.

There are approximately 7,000 buffalo in North America. Canads
has something over 3?500, and the total number in the United States is
more thgnMS,OOQ. Thie is about‘aeven timea the‘number in the United ®ntes
in 1889., when the first buffalo census was taken, Individuals in the
United States own mpproximately 2,000 of the total number in this coun-
try.‘ There are eight Qofernment hords, pix of which ar; under the con-
trol of the Department of Agriculture, The largest herd in this country
is in charge of the Interior Department and is located in the Yellowaﬁone

National Park, where there are about 450 bieon.  The Smithsonian Insti-

tution now has & herd of 18 at the National Zoological Park, Washington,D.C,

The first herd of buffalo under the Department of Agriculture was es-
tablished in 1605 on the Wichita Natisnal Forest and Game Preserve, The
original herd consisted 6f 15 animals, the gift of the New York Zoological
Society, and this has now increased to moro than 100 animale without any
outaide sdditiona, Two herds have been established in the pasti year, one
in Sullvs Hili Park, North Dakota, the other -if the Piagah National Game
Preserve, North Carolina, The other hards supervisad by the Department of
Agrisulture are located in the Montana Xationsl Bis»n Fange; lhe Niobrara
Rnsevvan:on, Nebrauxa, and the Wind Cawve Game Proﬂarve, South Dakota, The
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utcd, in order to prevent the apread of any cort&gloua disease, should it
become uncontrollable in any of the herds,
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