3|

— W

Release = Immediate,

Office of Information, U. 5. Dept. of Agriculture.

SAVE THn CAVME BIRDS.

Washington, D. C, o In response to numerous
requests for information concerning the Federal low for the prqtection of
wild ducks and other migratory birds, the United States Department of Agri-
culture has announced:

The last day of the»ppen season for hunting migratory game birds under
the Féderal regulations was January 31, and it is now unlawful to capture
or kill migratory game birds anywhere in the United States.

There is a widespread demand for the enforcement of the present game
protective laws, and the department is of the opinion that a continuance
of these laws will insure not only the safety of the breeding stock now
held in reserve, but will guarantee to sportsmen the pervpetuwation of their
shooting opportunities.

State game commissioners and sportsmen in nearly esvery State report
that more wildfowl were killed during the open season just closed than in
any season for many years, and the increase in the numbor of birds is at~-
tributed to the abolition of spring shooting under the operation of the
Federal migratory-bird regulations.

The low already has heep very beneficial to spertsmen and as a food
protective measure, and under the continuence of existing protection, there
is every recason to hope for an ever-incressing supply of wildfowl which will

greatly improve shooting conditions in the years to come,
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Appeals to Patriotism of Sportsmen.

The department appeals to the patriotism and true sportsmanship of all
persons to cooperate with it in the enforcement of the Federal law for the
protection of migratory birds, especially at this time when the'problem of
conserving the food supply is taxinz the ingenuity of the world, Iﬁ is
gratifying to know that the majority of sportsmen have observed the Federal
regulations and this fact has contrilmted largely to the successful results
accompliéhed. A sense of patriotic duty sheuld lmpel everyone to conserve
this natural fecod asset, thus perpstuating the species and increasing the
supply for the hensfit of all the psople,

The department hes plammed to incréase greatly its force of wardens,who
will be actively engaged during the spring migration in securing evidence

upon wnich to bhase prosecutions againgt those who may violate the law.,
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