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OWLS THE FOES OF FIELD MICE. 
Wm.-- 

Orchardists and Farmers Often Suffer Heavily From 
This Pest-=Poison,snd Traps Effective. 

L - - m 

Washington, D, C,, The value of %wls a8 des- 

troYers of field mice is called to the attention of farmers and 

orchardists by the U. S. Department of Agriculture in Farmers' 

Bulletin 670, Under certain conditions field mice may become ex- 
.j. 

traordinarili abun&n~2and-8:~-~h&$ emti@~-r&ju&&o~~ t.o most. crops, . 

methods for controlling them are of importance. Unfortunately, 

most of their natural enemies are being destroyed or driven aWaY 

from the farms so that they are becoming more and mope of a seri- 

ous pest. 

Altogether there are some fifty‘species of field mice known 

to exist in the United Staees, but for the farmer who is conqerned 

Only with getting rid of them, there are only two classes--meadow 

mice and pine mice. The runs of meadow mice are mainly on the 

eurface of the ground under grass or some sheltering li84er. These 

rum 1~6Lto shaUm.,bgggrows which starve i~8 winter h-s, X:-n sum- - t . ;.:- 
mer the mice use surface nests of dead grass. The young may be 

brought forth in either. 

Meadow mice destroy grass, aut down grain, clover and alfalfa, 

eat grain left standing in shocks,' inj,ure flowers and vegetables-- 

in short, do harm in a hundred wap, In the lower Humboldt Valley 

in Nevada'in 1907-1908, they totally ruined 18,000 acres of alfal- 

fa, Trees and shrubbery are al@@ attacked and loge nurseries of 

young apple trees have beenknown tohave been almost wholly desk 

troYed by the mice cutting through the bark at the surface of the 

ground, 

Pine- mice ordinarilg live--++ke-iffooti.and .are...nq~,.-tag-before, 

found on the open plains, though they l$ke land that is not fre- 

quently cultivated. They tunnel their way from fence rows, hedges 

and woods into gardens.and cultivated fields where they live on 

see&roots and leaves, .I----- s- ‘- I. ., . ..s__ Like msadow'mice, they also destroy 
’ 

;'ruit trees, 
L; 

particularly in upland orchards. ' They attack the 

trees below the surfaos so that their work is frequently not re- 

vealed until the tree is dead. 

When the mice, both mesrdow and pine, are in small numbers, 

_. .~ 



trapping is probably the easiest method of getting rid of them. 

FrQm‘E? to 20 traps to an acre may often be set with advantage in 

the mouse runs, Where the mi,ze are abundant or the areas’large, 

poisoning is a quicker means of extermination. The following formu- 

la is recommended in Farmers ) Bulletin 670 of the U.S, Department 

of Agricul,ture, 

Dry grain formula: Mix thoroughly 1 ounce powdered strychnine 

(alkaloid), L ounce powdered bicarbonate of soda, and l/8 ounce (or 

less) of saccharine. Put the mixture in a tin pepper *trtix abd Utft 

it gradually over 50 pounds of crutihed Wheat or 40 pounds of crushed 

oats in a metal tub, mixing the grain constantly so that the poison 

will be evenly distributed, 
. 

Dry mixing, as above described, has the advantage that the 

grain may be kept any length of time without fermentation, ‘If it is 

desired to moisten the grain to facilitate thorough mixing, it would 

be well to use a thin starch paste (as described below, but without 
. 

strychnine) before applying the poison. The starch soon hardens 

and fermentation is not likely to follow, 

If crushed oats or wheat can not be obtained whole oats may be I __ . -- __ 
used, but they should be cd goed quality. &a mice hull the oats be- 

fore eating them, it is desirable to have the poison penetrate the _. 
kernels, A very thin starch paste is recommended as a’medium for 

applying poison to the grain. Prepare as follows: 

Wet grain formula: Dissolve 1 ounce of strychnia sulphate in 

2 quarts of boiling water. Dissolve 2 tablespoonfuls of laundry ‘: 

starch in 8 pint of c6ld water. add the starch to the strychnine 

solution and boil for a few minutes until the starch is clear. A 
little saccharine may be added if desired, but it is not essential. 
Pour the hot starch over 1 bushel of oats in a metal tU3 and Stir 
thoroughly, Let the grain stand overnight to absorb the poison, 

The poisonsd grain prepared by either of the above formulas is 
to be distributed over the infested area,not moresthan a teaspoonful 
at a place, aare being -taken -to.put it--in-mouse runs and at the en- 
t rahces of burrows , Small drain t.iles, lh inches in diameter have 
sometimes been used to .advantage to hold poisoned grain, but old tin 
cans with the edges bent nearly together will serve the sane pur206ee, 

Field mice dyaI30 be driven away by thorcug3 cultivat:on 0,” 
fields and the elimination of fence rows, In the c&se crf tze~s, 
cleantillage and the removal from the neighborhood of weeds and 
grass will, prove an effecti.ve preoautioki, 

Finally, the ‘farmer should retiember that there are many animals, 
birds and .&akes ,arpund the $arm %@Mh 40 little or no harm and are. . . . . . -. me :$A .y4l?ize-*w---af --+%%&a sl&i6w, .~ JLlxi*--m-.. 
oWli8 deservb irpeo’fir;r rioti&W, 
short-eared ana the ‘ba& ogl. 

MicS: tire el$& ,ohief diet bcth G? the 
Th”e, aainmori ‘bcreeeh owl destroys 

English sparrows, as ‘irJsl1 .as mice, If sta$Ll close to orcharcis and 
farm buildings and -is, ‘therefore, a usefur. assistant 4 
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