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Bird Census Seems To Show That American Birds Are
Too Few But That Their Number Will Increase
With The Human POpulation -

Washington, D.C. ' -~ 8ixty pairs of English
sparrowe to the equare mile or seven to every 100 native birde is
the average throughout the United States, aeoerdlng to the "pre-
liminary census of birde‘pf the United States,” whioh has just
been completed by the Government biologists. & new bulletin (No.
187) tells all about this census, and bird lovers may obtain it
by writing to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washingtod,n.c.

The census eeeme to ehowAthat the bird most abundantly found
. in the United States is the rebin,‘with‘the English sparrow a
close second. In the northeastern United States, where the ceneus
was moat thorough, there were, on an average, eix paifa of robine
to eaoch farm of 58 aeree. ‘English sparrows averaged five pairs
per farm, N¢ other bi;;d _is_anywhere nearly ec abundant-as-either
of these but some are numerous enowgh to make their total run well
into the millione. Taking 100 robins ae a_unit, othexr deairable
birds were noted in the following proportions: |

’oatbirde ~~ 49 brown thrashers -- 37
house wrens 28 kingbirdg - - - - a7
, bluebirds 36.

The statistiocs regarding bluebirde are partieularly gratify-
ing. Onlg a few years ago nearly the whole bluebird population
of the sastern United States wae destroyed by a severe winter but
there are now se;eral million bluebirds in this locality.

As for density of population,,on each acre of farm land cov=
ered by the cénous, ﬁhefé'wée an average of one palr of birds.
The record fo: density comes from Chevy Chase, Maryland, where
181 pairs we:e.found nesting on>33 acres. Thirty-four specles
of birderwere iepresentea.

While there gre no previous official censuses of the Federal
Government thae are‘eomperable with this one, several censusecs
have before been taken by iﬁdividuals, on more or less limited
areas. One census ieken’in 1901 by a specialist, agrees very

closely with thé Government's census as far as the toial nurber of
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birds is concerned. It differs, hoﬁever, regarding the number
of English sparrows, showing 106 peirs to the square mile orxr 18
to every 100 native birds while the new census, as previously
stated, showed only 60 pairs to the sguare mile or seven to
every 100,

BIRD POPULATION LESS THAN IT OUGHT TO BE.

The present bixd population is much less than it ought to
be, according to the blcloglets. If birds were given more pro-
tection and encouragement there would be an increase in numbers
which would be accompanied by & corresponding decrease in the
number of insect pests. That breeding birds prefer thickly-
inhabited centers of population to forests is one of the conclu~
slons of the census. This seema to refute the widespread belief
that humans and birdes are naturally antagonistic, It also seems
probable that as our human population increases so will our bird
population,

VOLUNTEER CENSUS TAKERS DESIRED FOR.1915.

The biologlets of the department plan to repeat this cengus
for several years and on a mﬁch larger scale if bird lovers
throughout the land are willing to aid in the work. The depart~
ment's Biological Survey furnishes the neceseary instruction and
report blanks to whoever wishes to cooperate. There are no funds
to pay for this work and it therefore depends on volunteer ob-
gervers. Farmers in the West and South are particularly requesth-
ed to help, as these sectione did not receive sufficient atten-
tion during the past year. The 1915 circular of instructions

will be sent early in the spring to the volunteer census takers.
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