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Office of Information, U. S. Depti of Agriculture:

SPRING SHOOTING OF MIGRATSRY BIRDS
ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED:

Provisions of the Federal Law for Pr¢9e$¢1tion
of Water Fowl to be Rigidly Enforced Without Change.

Washington, D. C., From the number of let£ers
which they have received on the subject recently, officials
of the Department. of Aé¥iculture believe that sportsmen may
unintentionally violate the provisions of the Federal M;gra-_
tory Bird Law, which it is the purpose of the Government %o
enforce rigidly. Under the provisions of this law no water
fowl can be shot.in the northern or breeding zone after Janu-
ary 15, except in New Jersey where the season extends to Febru- °
ary 1. In most of the southern or wintering zone thé seéson ‘
closes February 1, but extends to February'i5 in Florida,
Georgia, and South Carolina. These regulations were. pro-
claimed on October 1, 1914. No change has since been made
.in . them and no change is likely to bhe made until the<ggas$i;,wrwwigwmmﬂ,
tutionality of the law has been passed on by the U. S: Su-
preme Court. As,a matter Qf fact, the law provides thaf all
changes in the regulations must’be considered for a period
of 90 days, and then must{ be approved and signed by the
President, before they become effective. It is thus evidént
that there is no possibility that the prohibition of spring
shooting will be in any way modified this year.

The officials of the U. S. Department of Agriculture
who are entrusted with the enforcement of the law are anx-
ious that these facts be‘impressed upon the people because
it is the intention to investigate carefully all réports of T
violations made‘to the department's ingpectors and wardens
and to prosecute all such violations in the Federal dourts.

In this connection it is pointed out that prosecutions ﬁay

be instituted at any time within three years of the offense.
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