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R e l eased  w h e n  rece ived.  

O ffice o f In fo r m a tio n , U . S . D e p tr ,o f Ag r i cu l t u r e&  

S P R ING  S H O O T ING  O F  kIG & % R ff B IRDS  
A B S O L U T E L Y  P R b H IB I? ? D D ; 

P rov is ions  o f th e  Fede ra l  L a w  fo r  P r e 0 e & tio n  
o f W a te r  Fow l  to  b e  R ig id ly  E n fo r ced  W ith o u t C h a n g e . 

- - - - -e- - - I  

Wash i n g to n , D . C ., F r o m  th e  n u m b e r  o f letters 

wh i ch  th ey  h ave  r ece i ved  o n  th e  sub ject  r ecen tly, o ff icials 

O f th e  Depa r tm e n t.o f Ag r i cu l tu re  be l i eve  th a t spo r tsm e n ?  m a y  

un i n te n tiona l l y  v io la te th e  p rov is ions  o f th e  Fede ra l  M$g r a -  
I 

to ry  B i rd  L a w , wh i ch  it is th e  p u r p ose  o f th e  G o v e r n m e n t to  
. . 

e n fo rce  r ig id ly.  Unde r  th e  p rov is ions  o f th is  l aw  n o  w a te r  

fow l  c an  b e  sho t i n  th e  no r th e r n  o r  b r e ed i n g  z o n e  a fte r  Janu -  . 

a ry  1 5 , excep t i n  N e w  Je rsey  whe r e  th e  season  ex te nds  to  Feb r u -  ’ 

a ry  1 . In  m o s t o f th e  sou th e r n  o r  w i n te r i ng  z one  th e  season  

c loses  Feb rua r y  1 , b u t ex te nds  to  Feb rua r y  1 5  in  F lo r ida,  

Geo r g i a , a n d  S o u th  Ca ro l i na . . These  r egu l a tio ns  we r e ..p r o -  . 

c la im e d  o n  O ctober  1 , 1 9 1 4 . N o  c h a nge  has  s ince  b e e n  m a d e  % ’ 

.,.” ..: ~ in.& h e m .and - n o  chauge ia - l i l r t l y  .- to  b e .. m e ti u n til. th e  .caqs,$.Q , _  _ _ .. .-,I ;.+ * 
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tu tiona l i ty  o f th e  l aw  has  b e e n  passed  o n  b p  th e  U . S . S u -  

p r e m e  Cou r t. A s, a  m a tte r  o f fac t, th e  l aw  p rov i des  th a t a l l  .’ 

c hanges  in  th e  r egu l a tio ns  m u s t b e  cons i de r ed  fo r  a  pe r i o d  

o f 9 0  days , a n d  th e n  m u s t b e  a pp r o ved  a n d  s i gned  by  th e  

P res i den t, b e fo r e  th ey  b e c o m e  e ffec tive. It is th us  ev i den t 

th a t th e r e  is n o  possib i l i ty  th a t th e  p roh ib i t i on  o f sp r i ng  

s hoo tin g  wi l l  b e  in  a ny  way  m o d i fie d  th is  yea r . 

T h e  o ff icials o f th e  U . S , Depa r tm e n t o f Ag r i cu l tu re  

w h o  a r e  e n t rusted wi th th e  e n fo r c emen t o f th e  l aw  a r e  anx -  

i ous  th a t th e se  fac ts b e  imp r essed  u p o n  th e  p eop l e  b ecause  

it is th e  in tent ion to  invest j ,gate ca re fu l ly  a l l  r e po r ts o f 

v io la t ions m a d e  to  th e  d e pa r tm e n t’s inspecto rs  a n d  wa r dens  

. 

a n d  to  p r osecu te  a l l  such  v io la t ions in  th e  Fede ra l  cou r ts. 

In  th is  c onnec tio n  it is po i n te d  o u t th a t p r osecu tio ns  A y 

b e  inst i tuted a t a ny  tim e  d i th in  th r e e  yea rs  o f th e  o ffe n e e . 


