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The
U

.
S.Fish

and
W

ildlife
S

ervice
(S

ervice),in
partnership

w
ith

the
Tow

n
ofP

lym
outh

and
otherpartners,

is
proposing

to
com

plete
the

E
elR

iver
H

eadw
aters

R
estoration

P
rojectin

P
lym

outh,
M

assachusetts.

The
purpose

ofthe
P

rojectis
to:

im
prove

the
overallecologicalconditions

in
the

upper
E

elR
iver;

im
prove

fish
passage;prom

ote
a

healthy
coidw

ater
fishery;

im
prove

w
ater

quality;
re-establish

rare
w

etland
com

m
unities;

and
provide

the
public

w
ith

passive
recreationaland

educationalopportunities.The
future

use
ofthe

P
rojectarea

is
as

preserved
land

(E
elR

iver
H

eadw
aters

Preserve),to
be

m
anaged

by
the

Tow
n

of
P

lym
outh

for
passive

recreationaluse,conservation,
and

educationalpurposes.

The
E

nvironm
entalA

ssessm
ent

(E
A

)
analyzes

the
im

pacts
offour

alternatives
on

the
hum

an
environm

entincluding
the

Proposed
A

ction,
a

N
o

A
ction

A
lternative,

and
tw

o
additionalaction

alternatives.
The

Proposed
A

ction
w

illresultin
a

netbenefitto
w

etland
resources

and
an

overallincrease
in

w
etland

acreage
for

the
E

elR
iver

w
atershed,butw

ill
require

tem
porary

alterations
to

existing
vegetated

w
etlands.

The
P

rojectconsists
oftw

o
com

ponents:
(1)

restoration
ofseven

form
er

com
m

ercialcranberry
bog

cells,including
the

rem
ovalofagricultural-related

berm
s

and
grade

controls,restoration
ofa

sinuous
stream

channeland
reconnected

floodplain,
extensive

native
w

etland
plantings,rem

oval
ofone

culverted
stream

crossing,
and

im
provem

ents
attw

o
road

crossings;
and

(2)
reconfiguration

ofa
dow

nstream
m

asonry
dam

(S
aw

m
illD

am
)

and
related

stream
channelim

provem
ents

involving
the

partialrem
ovalofthe

dam
to

allow
unrestricted

river
flow

and
the

renovation
and

repair
ofthe

rem
ainder

ofthe
historic

structure
w

hich
w

illrem
ain

in
place.

U
nder

A
lternative

2,the
S

aw
m

illD
am

w
ould

be
reconfigured

and
the

form
er

com
m

ercial
cranberry

bogs
w

ould
notbe

restored.
U

nderA
lternative

3,the
cranberry

bogs
w

ould
be

restored
and

the
dam

w
ould

be
leftundisturbed.

U
nder

the
N

o
A

ction,
both

the
dam

and
the

cranberry
bogs

w
ould

rem
ain

in
theircurrentcondition.

The
Proposed

A
ction

w
illhave

negligible,
if

any,im
pacts

on
air

quality,
soundscapes,

land
use,

socioeconom
ics,

energy
resources,

geology,
lightscapes,

Indian
Trustresources,

scenic
resources,

and
prim

e
and

unique
farm

lands.
A

dverse
effects

to
culturalresources,

including
N

ationalR
egister-eligible

orlisted
culturalresources,

w
illbe

addressed,
pursuantto

S
ection

106
ofthe

N
ationalH

istoric
P

reservation
A

ct
(16

W
.S

.C
.

470f),
through

a
M

em
orandum

ofA
greem

entbetw
een

the
S

ervice,
the

M
assachusetts

State
H

istoric
P

reservation
O

ffice,
and

any
consulting

parties
(36

C
FR

Part800,
and

33
C

FR
Part325).



The
S

ervice
finds

there
w

illbe
no

significantim
pacts

resulting
from

the
proposed

restoration
activities

ofthe
P

roject.
The

P
roposed

A
ction

provides
netbenefits

thatfar
outw

eigh
its

potentialim
pacts

on
the

naturaland
hum

an
environm

ent.
Therefore,

the
S

ervice
concludes

thata
Finding

ofN
o

S
ignificant

Im
pact(FO

N
S

I)
be

issued
for

the
proposed

P
roject.

4
p

L
iE

om
as

R..C
hapm

an,S
pervisor

N
ew

E
ngland

Field
O

ffice
U

.
S.Fish

and
W

ildlife
S

ervice

~I
A~

2_n~9
D

ate

R
eference:

E
nvironm

entalAssessm
ent,dated

A
ugust31,2009


