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MASSACHUSETTS PIPING PLOVER CENSUS FORM       Page 1 of 4 
 
Year: 2012 Observer(s): Elizabeth Hogan, Pat Johnson, Stephen Struble 

 
Site Name: Nauset Spit (Heights) Agency: Town of Orleans Parks & Beaches 

 
Town: Orleans Address: 139 Main Street 

                   Orleans, MA 02653 
Ownership: Town of Orleans  

⇒ Please attach a map of this site that shows locations of 
all nests and any pairs that did not nest. 

Telephone: 508-240-3775                                     E-mail: pfulcher@town.orleans.ma.us 
 

 
Census 
Results: 

Index 
Counta 

Total 
Countb 

 Census remarks (include notes on pairs that did not nest [dates present, behavior]:  
All known pairs nested during the census period.  Pair 10 did not have a known nest during the census period; however, monitors 
reported courtship behavior and scraping from 5/12-5/31 and likely missed a nesting attempt.  A later nest in this area was 
attributed to this pair.  Thus, this pair was included in the Index Count. 
Pair 3 first nested on Nauset Spit and later renested on nearby New Island.  This pair is included in the Nauset Spit Index Count. 

No. of 
Pairs 

10 11  

Unpaired 
Adults 

0 0  List pairs not present during Index Count period: 
Pair 11 is believed to have left prior to the Index Count period.  All other pairs that disappeared before or during the Index Count 
period were connected to later nests as much as possible for a conservative estimate of numbers. 

 
Month Approx.  # of 

visits to site 
per period 

 Report specifications of predator exclosures used: 
 Exclosure Design A B C 

Apr.  1- 15: 
Apr. 16-30: 

15 
15 

 Shape circular   
 Diameter/Length of side 10 ft   

May   1-15: 
May 16-31: 

15 
16 

 Size of wire mesh 2 in x 4 in   
 Total Height 4 ft   

June   1-15: 
June 16-30: 

15 
15 

               Height above ground: 3 ft 8 in   
               Depth buried: 4 in   

July   1-15: 
July 16-31: 

15 
16 

 Cover material bird netting   
 Cover spacing/Mesh size ¾ in   

 
Management actions taken or needed/Remarks: 
Sites visited on daily basis throughout nesting season.  Potential nesting habitat fenced using symbolic fencing prior to nesting period.  Exclosures were largely not 
utilized given issues in the previous season, though three nests at the end of the season were exclosed.  Nests were exclosed at 3 eggs once active incubation was 
observed.  Vehicles prohibited within 0.1 mi of unfledged broods.  Dogs prohibited on beach from April 15th through September 15th. 

a The Index Count includes  pairs observed during the June 1-9 count period, and pairs determined to have been present during that period based on laying or hatching dates. 
b  Pairs included in the Total Count must have been present at the site for > 2 weeks and exhibited courtship or territorial behavior during that period, if not actual nesting. 
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Site Name: Nauset Spit (Heights)  Year: 2012  Observer(s): Elizabeth Hogan, Pat Johnson, Stephen Struble 
 
Page 2 of 4 
 

No. 
eggs 
laid 

 
No. eggs 
hatched 

 
No. chicks 
fledgedc 

Date 
clutch 
found 

No. eggs 
when 
clutch 
found 

Date 
clutch 

completed 
(if known) 

Date nest 
hatched or 

failed 

Exclosure Report 

 
Pair No. 

 
Nest No. 

 
Y/N 

Design  
(A, B…) 

Date 
installed 

1 A (NS1) 1 0 0 04/30 1 N/A 05/03 N N/A N/A 

1 B (NS2) 3 0 0 05/08 1 N/A 05/23 N N/A N/A 

1 C (NS14) 2 0 0 06/09 2 ? 06/15 N N/A N/A 

1 D (NS23) 3 2 2 06/17 1 06/20 07/16 Y A 06/27 

2 A (NS3) 2 0 0 05/11 1 N/A 05/13 N N/A N/A 

2 B (NS9) 4 0 0 05/26 2 05/30 06/03 N N/A N/A 

3 A (NS4) 4 0 0 05/12 1 05/19 05/24 N N/A N/A 

3 B (NI1) 3 0 0 06/21 3 ? 07/11 N N/A N/A 

4 A (NS5) 4 0 0 05/12 1 05/19 06/05 N N/A N/A 

4 B (NS17) 1 0 0 06/12 1 N/A 06/12 N N/A N/A 
c  Chicks are considered “fledged” if they are > 25 days old or are observed in flight for > 50 ft., whichever occurs first. 
 
Nest No. Cause of egg mortality/supporting evidence d Nest No. Cause of chick mortality/supporting evidence d 

1A 
1B 
 
1C 
 
1D 
2A 
2B 
3A 
3B 
4A 
4B 

Unknown.  Eggs missing on 05/03.  No predator tracks near scrape. 
Unknown.  Eggs missing on 05/23.  Coyote tracks 10’ away, but not 
leading to scrape. 
Unknown.  Eggs missing on 06/15.  Coyote tracks 10’ away, but not 
definitively leading to scrape. 
One egg did not hatch. 
Unknown.  Both crow and mammalian tracks around scrape. 
Unknown.  Eggs missing on 06/03.  No predator tracks near scrape. 
Crow tracks leading directly to empty scrape on 05/24. 
Unknown.  Eggs missing on 07/11. 
Nest lost to storm tides on 06/04 or 06/05. 
Egg shell found already depredated on 06/12.  Crow tracks in area. 

1A 
1B 
 
1C 
 
1D 
2A 
2B 
3A 
3B 
4A 
4B 

Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 
 
Did not hatch. 
 
Both chicks survived to 25 days of age. 
Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 
Did not hatch. 

d Give cause of egg or chick loss for each nest or brood, if known or strongly suspected; please provide details of supporting evidence.  Use additional pages if necessary. 
 
Send to: Scott Melvin, MassWildlife, One Rabbit Hill Rd., Westborough, MA  01581  scott.melvin@state.ma.us  508-389-6345 (off.)            April 2012 
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