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Federal Agencies Seek Public Comments

Reno, Nevada... The U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, in cooperation with the U. S. Forest
Service, Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, will hold a public workshop on June 19, 2006,
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., at the Turtle Rock Park Community Center, 17300 State Route
89, Markleeville, California, to receive comments on a proposal to restore the Paiute
cutthroat trout, a species listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act, into
historic habitat in Silver King Creek in Alpine County, California.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate direct,
indirect and cumulative impacts of the proposal to restore Paiute cutthroat trout into 9.1
miles of historic habitat that is currently occupied by non-native trout species. The proposal
includes the removal of non-native fish in Silver Creek from Llewellyn Falls downstream to
Silver King Canyon, as well as the accessible reaches of three small tributaries: Tamarack
Creek, Tamarack Lake Creek, and the lower reaches of Coyote Valley Creek. Methods
being considered for fish removal include application of rotenone, a piscicide, and
electrofishing.

The agencies are asking the public to identify important issues and alternatives related to
the proposed actions. Alternatives that may be considered in the EIS include: variations in
the scope of the proposed activities; variations in the location, amount and types of
conservation; variations in activity duration; or a combination of these elements. Written
public comments will be accepted at the public workshop or by mail until July 3, 2006.
Comments should be submitted to Robert D. Williams, Field Supervisor, U. S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, 1340 Financial Blvd., Suite 234, Reno, Nevada, 89502, or e-mailed to
fw8pctcomments@fws.gov. More information on the proposed action can be found at the
following web site www.fws.gov/nevada, or by calling the contacts listed at the top left of this
news release.
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which
encompasses 545 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries,
64 fishery resources offices and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species
Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps
foreign and Native American tribal governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance program, which distributes
hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies.



