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1) Develop partnerships

2) Protect populations & habitat

3) Augment depleted 
populations 

4) Monitor progress

5) Applied research & modeling

6) Adaptive management

Recovery Strategy



3) Augment depleted 
populations

Population augmentation in conjunction with 
threats management and restoration activities 
(Element 2) and research (Element 5) is a means 
to increase the rate at which depleted populations 
could be revived.



4) Monitor progress

 Population growth
 Population distribution
 Quantity and quality 

of habitat
 Presence and 

intensity of threats



5) Applied research & 
modeling 

 Factors affecting 
tortoise distribution

 Habitat restoration
 Effects of threats & 

management on 
tortoise demographics

 Disease
 Corridors



6) Adaptive management

 Science Advisory Committee
 Spatial Decision Support System



SDSS
Impact of 
Threats

Spatial 
Threats

Spatial variation in threats: 
variety of sources

Model of how threats 
affect tortoises

Where we expect tortoises to occur: 
USGS Habitat Potential

Risk to 
Population



SDSS: Recovery Action Tracker



SDSS: Risk Reporter



 Transfer assets from Univ. of Redlands
 Create IT environment to host system

 $24,000, including 1-yr maintenance

SDSS: Next Steps
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