
MEMORANDUM January 8, 2016 
 
To:  Desert Tortoise Management Oversight Group 
 
From: Ren Lohoefener, Regional Director, Pacific Southwest Region 
 
Subject: December 8, 2015, Meeting Summary 
 
The Desert Tortoise Management Oversight Group (MOG) met on December 8, 2015, at the 
Springs Preserve in Las Vegas, Nevada. The meeting focused on progress on recovery 
implementation, implementation priorities for the upcoming year, and research priorities.  
 
*Next meeting: We will be sending a Doodle Poll to schedule our next meeting 
  
Action Items Owner(s) Due Date 
1. Submit comments on Scientific Advisory Committee Charter 

to Mike Senn 
All MOG 
members 

JAN. 31 

2. Organize subcommittee to report back at next meeting 
options for funding the range-wide monitoring program 
(Mike Senn, Teri Raml, Steve Spangle, NPS Mojave NP 

Mike Senn Summer 
meeting 

3. Populate Recovery Action Tracking Tool with new projects Roy A-M/John 
Wilson 

April 30, 
2016 

4. Work on NFWF Funding Initiative for Mojave Desert Kim Tripp, 
Mike S, Roy A-
M 

 

5. Distribute current Recovery Implementation Team 
membership to the MOG 

Roy Averill-
Murray 

Attached 

6. Extend invitation to state and federal highway departments 
(Caltrans/NDOT/UDOT/ADOT/FHA)to attend future MOG 
meetings 

Mike 
Senn/Brian 
Croft 

April 30, 
2016 

7. Facilitate presentation/discussion on 
DMG/MDI/SNAP/MOG roles and functions 

Mike Senn Summer 
meeting 

8. Develop presentation on mitigation for next meeting Mike Senn Summer 
meeting 

9. Distribute Doodle Poll and set 2016 meeting schedule Mike Senn JAN. 31 
 
Meeting Summary 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions: Welcome provided by Agela Picco, Deputy Division Chief, 

Region 8 USFWS on behalf of Ren Lohoefener, Regional Director, Region 8 USFWS. 
 

2. Purpose and Agenda Review 
Suggested change to agenda to allow for stakeholder comments after item no. 10. Accepted. 
 

3. Opening Remarks 
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Raul Morales noted the degree of executive turnover among the BLM state offices, which 
hampered the ability for State Director participation at this meeting, but reiterated BLM’s 
commitment to the MOG and desert tortoise recovery. Other representatives also reaffirmed 
commitment to their participation, which was evident in the increased attendance at this 
meeting. Gerry Hiller of Quadstate noted they have been active in participating with DRECP 
review, the Desert LCC, and that Kern County was no longer a member of Quadstate. 
 

4. Range-wide Monitoring 
Roy Averill-Murray (USFWS Desert Tortoise Recovery Office) gave a brief presentation 
tortoise trends and historic densities throughout the Mojave. A review of the programs was 
conducted last year in an effort to make the program as cost effective as possible while still 
providing reliable results. As a result, only one-half of the TCAs are surveyed each year as 
opposed to annually which has significantly reduced annual costs for the program. It was 
noted that reduced funding has caused decreases in field effort for the range-wide monitoring 
program over the past 3 years. However, Clark County is funding full monitoring for the 
Northeast Mojave Recovery Unit and the remaining sampling areas in Nevada in 2016. A 
Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act grant will fund these areas through the 
subsequent 3 years, with sampling effort shifting to a rotation of ½ the monitoring strata 
being surveyed each year. 
 
The group agreed that it is important to find the funding to continue implementing range-
wide monitoring as it is currently our best means of determining the effectiveness of 
implementing recovery actions, and it will be needed to demonstrate recovery for any 
potential delisting proposal under the current Recovery Plan. It was noted that is important in 
developing a consistent survey and monitoring protocol across the range of the tortoise. 
Discussion focused on developing an action plan for funding the monitoring program in 
California. MCAGCC and CA BLM are currently looking at options to provide funding. 
Mike Senn will coordinate a subcommittee to develop a plan for stable funding of the 
program. Additional questions addressed whether other efficiencies can be achieved in the 
program to further reduce costs (beyond shifting sampling to a biannual effort within each 
sample area). Efficiencies will continue to be sought, but the program has been streamlined 
(e.g., the annual cost was cut in half when the Desert Tortoise Recovery Office assumed 
control of the program) to the point that additional cost reductions are likely to be relatively 
small. 
 

5. Progress Towards Recovery – Annual Report 
Brian Croft (USFWS, Palm Springs), John Wilson (NV BLM), and Ann McLuckie (Utah 
DWR) summarized recovery projects that have recently been initiated or funded in 
California, Nevada, and Utah, respectively. Various additional projects were also mentioned 
by other MOG members. Steve Spangle (Arizona Field Supervisor, FWS) provide a short 
update on the recently completed listing rule for the Sonoran desert tortoise (not warranted 
for listing). A number of projects are under way to address the high-priority actions identified 
at the last MOG meeting (restore habitat, decrease human subsidies, targeted predator 
control, and tortoise-exclusion fencing along highways). Roy Averill-Murray also previewed 
the online Recovery Action Tracking Tool that will be used to upload and compile recovery 
projects for improved reporting and tracking of recovery progress. 
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6. Review and Discussion of Funding for RIT Priority Recovery Actions for FY 2016 

The group briefly reviewed the current list of unfunded, priority Recovery Implementation 
Team (RIT) projects, but no one was able to commit funding to specific projects at this time. 
The list is available for individual agencies to work with their RIT participants (current list 
attached to this summary) to fund via their particular processes. Mike Senn, Raul Morales, 
and Roy Averill-Murray will meet to discuss funding projects with the Nevada conservation 
fund. There was general agreement to drop a proposed project to develop a conceptual model 
for livestock grazing as a potential fuels-reduction tool; this decision was based on the fact 
that there is a minimal amount of livestock grazing remaining within the range of the Mojave 
desert tortoise, and the investment Clark County made to purchase allotment rights in 
Nevada. 
 
Kim Tripp (BLM HQ) reported that NFWF may be interested in taking a more proactive 
effort for desert tortoise recovery as part of their ecosystem conservation program. Once the 
Recovery Action Tracking Tool is populated, it would be timely to talk to NFWF in early 
spring about identifying on-the-ground projects that they might be able to support within 
their key initiatives. Mike Senn agreed to coordinate and assist Kim with this effort. 
 

7. Review of Role and Function for Science Advisory Committee (SAC) 
Mike Senn distributed a draft revised charter for the SAC. It was noted overall changes were 
made to clarify the role, function, and organization of the committee. It was agreed to allow 
MOG members until January 31 to provide any comments to Mike on the draft charter. If 
there are only minor editorial comments, the charter will be finalized. If there are substantive 
issues, we will bring the charter back to the group at the summer meeting for further 
discussion. Once we finalize the charter, the current SAC will be contacted to determine 
interest in continued participation, and additional members will be identified, if necessary. 
Mike thanked the other members of the team that assisted in review and revision of the 
charter: Marci Henson and Scott Cambrin (Clark Co.), Cristina Jones (AGFD), Cris 
Tomlinson (NDOW) and Roy Averill-Murray (FWS). 
 

8. Update on Current Research and Discussion of Science and Research Priorities for FY 2016 
Todd Esque (USGS) provided a summary of ongoing research, and a handout was distributed 
that summarizes recently published and ongoing research projects organized by 
recommendations in the revised recovery plan. Research on effectiveness of management 
actions remains the largest gap in informing recovery.  
 
It was noted that a project in California on contact rates and translocation (which is broadly 
significant given the rate of development of occupied tortoise habitat and use of translocation 
as a tool to move tortoises out of harm’s way) is at risk due to coyote predation. Targeted 
coyote control in this area (at a starting cost of $5000) would assist this research project and 
address a high-priority recovery action at the same time. 
 
A review of the standardized health protocols applied to translocation projects and an 
evaluation of health status on recent translocations would be timely, and is contingent on CA 
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BLM releasing the master database housing this information that was developed by USGS 
and funded by BLM. 
 

9. Desert Manager’s Group (DMG) Update and Collaboration Opportunities 
No one from DMG was able to attend. Brian Croft (FWS) provided a short update noting the 
dates for the upcoming February meeting were changing, and the group is discussing raven 
predation and options, land acquisition opportunities or other options for mitigation, and RIT 
projects. MOG members group expressed support for continuing to look for opportunities to 
collaborate with the DMG and that we consider a short presentation on MOG, DMG, MDI, 
SNAP roles and functions because we have so many new MOG members. 
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MOG Attendees (not including agency support staff or other stakeholders) 
Agency Name Title 

Clark County Marci Henson Desert Conservation Program 
Administrator 

Nye County Darrell Lacy Director, Community 
Development 

Washington County Cameron Rognan Red Cliffs Desert Reserve 
Biologist 

QuadState Local Governments 
Authority Gerry Hillier Executive Director 

Arizona Game and Fish 
Department Cristina Jones Turtles Project Coordinator 

California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Ali Aghili Senior Environmental 

Scientist 
Nevada Department of 

Wildlife Tony Wasley Director 

Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources Ann McLuckie Wildlife Biologist 

BLM, Arizona June Shoemaker Deputy State Director, 
Resources 

BLM, California Danielle Chi Supervisory Resource 
Management Specialist 

BLM, Nevada Raul Morales Nevada Deputy State Director 

FWS, Region 8 Angela Picco Regional Recovery 
Coordinator 

FWS, Region 8 Mike Senn (MOG facilitator) 
Field Supervisor, Southern 

Nevada Fish & Wildlife 
Office 

FWS, Region 2 Steve Spangle Field Supervisor, Arizona 
Ecological Services Office 

USGS Keith Miles Center Director, Western 
Ecological Research Center 

Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center Walter Christensen NREA, Natural Resources 

Officer 
Lake Mead NRA Lizette Richardson Superintendent 
Mojave National Preserve Todd Suess Superintendent 
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Attachment: Current list of Recovery Implementation Team members 
CATEGORY NAME ORGANIZATION 
California RIT, West Mojave Workgroup 
Conservation Organization Laura Crane The Nature Conservancy 
County Joshua Hart Inyo County 
County Gerry Hillier San Bernardino County 
County Shirley Imsand Los Angeles County 
County Lorelei Oviatt Kern County 
Land Management Vicki Davis U.S. Marine Corps Logistics, Barstow 
Land Management Clarence Everly Fort Irwin 
Land Management Rob Lovich U.S Navy (China Lake) 
Land Management Brian Henen Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Ctr.  
Land Management   Tehachapi District, California State Parks 
Land Management   NAWS, China Lake 
Land Management   BLM Ridgecrest Field Office 
Land Management Chris Otahal BLM California Desert District Office 
Land Management Danny Reinke Edwards AFB 
Recreation John Stewart Calif. Assoc. of 4-Wheel Drive Clubs 
Resource Use Chris Sowell Sempra Utilities 
Science Kristin Berry USGS, WERC 
Tribe Rebecca Kugel Ctr. for Calif. Native Nations 
Wildlife Management Becky Jones California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
California RIT, NE California Workgroup 
Conservation Organization Jeff Aardahl Defenders of Wildlife 
County Tracy Creason    San Bernardino County 
County Bill Lamb Inyo County 
Land Management Debra Hughson Mojave National Park  
Land Management Lara Kobelt BLM, California Desert District Office 
Land Management Linda Manning Death Valley Nat'l Park 
Recreation     
Resource Use Ron Kemper Resource Use - Ranching 
Science Melia Nafus San Diego Zoo 
Tribe   Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
Wildlife Management Becky Jones California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
California RIT, Colorado Desert Workgroup 
Conservation Organization Michael Connor Western Watersheds 
County Andy Horne Imperial County 
County Linda Mawby  San Bernardino County 
County   Riverside County Planning Commission 
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Land Management Joseph Hopkins 
California State Parks, Colorado Desert 
District 

Land Management Mark Massar BLM California Desert District Office 
Land Management   DoD, Navy  SW 
Land Management Michael Vamstad Joshua Tree National Park 
Recreation Chris Sprofera San Diego Off-Road Coalition 
Resource Use   Calif. Energy Operating Co. 
Science Jeff Lovich USGS SBSC Headquarters 
Tribe   Chemehuevi Indian Tribe 
Wildlife Management Stefan Awender California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
Northeast Mojave RIT, Southwest Nevada Workgroup 
Conservation Organization Jim Moore The Nature Conservancy 
County Levi Kryder Nye County 
Land Management Ann Bedlion U.S. Air Force, Nellis 
Land Management Melanie Cota BLM Nevada 
Land Management   BLM Battle Mountain District Office 
Recreation David Spicer STORM 
Resource Use Michael Voegele Southern Nevada Land Cruisers 
Science   USGS 
Tribe   Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
Wildlife Management Jason Jones Nevada Department of Wildlife 
 
Northeast Mojave RIT, Southeast Nevada Workgroup 
Conservation Organization    
County Marci Henson Clark County 
County Ronda Hornbeck Lincoln County 
Land Management Ross Haley Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
Land Management Alicia Styles BLM Nevada 
Recreation    
Resource Use Joe Pantuso Southern Nevada Home Blders Assoc. 
Science Ray Saumure IUCN Tortoise and Turtles 
Tribe Darren Daboda Moapa Paiute 
Tribe   Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
Tribe   Las Vegas Paiute 
Wildlife Management Joe Barnes Nevada Department of Wildlife 
 
Northeast Mojave RIT, Arizona-Utah Workgroup 
Conservation Organization Maggie Fusari Desert Tortoise Council 
County Rob Grumbles Mohave County 
County Bob Sandberg Washington County 
Land Management Jeff Young Grand Canyon-Parashant Nat'l 
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Monument/BLM, AZ 
Recreation Brent Jensen Recreation 
Resource Use Ed Bowler Resource Use 
Science Leslie DeFalco USGS WERC Headquarters 
Tribe   Kaibab Band of the Paiute 
Tribe Lawrence Snow Shivwits Paiute 
Wildlife Management Cristina Jones Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Wildlife Management Ann McLuckie Utah Div. of Wildlife 
 
Upper Virgin River RIT 
Washington County HCP 
Technical Committee  BLM, Utah  
Washington County HCP 
Technical Committee Kristen Comella Snow Canyon State Park 
Washington County HCP 
Technical Committee Ann McLuckie Utah Div. of Wildlife 
Washington County HCP 
Technical Committee Cameron Rognan 

Washington County (Red Cliffs Desert 
Reserve) 

Washington County HCP 
Technical Committee Marshall Topham Local Biologist 

  


