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	A few highlights for the 2013 season for the North Dakota Interagency Dispatch Center (NDC):
· Andy Randall – Center Manager retired, June 29th, 2013.
· North Dakota Forest Service was successful in hiring a seasonal dispatcher.  Mariah O’Fallon was hired to fill this position and then resigned shortly after she accepted the position.  The NDFS was unable to re-fill this position for the remainder of the year.
· NDC operated from July through December, with a Logistics Dispatcher / Marti Dahlin.  The dispatch center also utilized the Northern Rockies Coordination Center and Miles City Interagency Dispatch as backups when Marti was gone on annual and sick leave. 
· Maure Sand, Dakota Prairie Grasslands FMO was able to reside in the dispatch center for the 2013 season and was a great asset to have. 

2013 Weather Summary
(Excerpts taken from the NWS Annual Fire Weather Report 2013 for Bismarck, ND)
 
Winter:
The winter of 2012-2013 across western and central North Dakota was drier than average in most locations…with counties along the Canadian border and in the James River valley receiving slightly above average precipitation.
Spring:
The spring of 2013 began cool and very dry in March…then ended cooler and wetter than average for most areas of western and central North Dakota.
A snowstorm in mid-April brought several inches of snow to much of southwestern and south central North Dakota…mainly along and south of a line from Williston to Minot to Devils Lake areas. Beginning in mid-May, several heavy rain events deluged much of western and central North Dakota. Some areas received record or near-record rainfall amounts for the month of May.  In May, the southwestern corner of the state was unusually wet and a prolonged dry period began in the southeast…including the James River Valley. 

Summer:
. Greenness values were very high across the west and central in early June…but by late June fuel moisture began to lower across the south. The James River Valley…westward to the Kidder County area was also unusually dry.

In August…most locations across western and central North Dakota experienced above average temperatures…near to above average rainfall west of highway 83 including Minot…and near to below average rainfall east of highway 83 including Bismarck. Drought conditions expanded across the eastern part of North Dakota…including the James River Valley and westward into Kidder…Logan…and McIntosh Counties.

Fall:
A cool and wet period for all of western and central North Dakota began in early September…lasting through much of October. Cool season grasses had begun growing…but warm season grasses were already cured. Wet soil moisture and the cooler, wet weather literally halted any reporting of uncontrolled fires across the state. The Jamestown area received nearly 4.5 inches of rain in October – and the area of drought for eastern North Dakota diminished greatly.
An early season snowstorm occurred on October 4-5…leaving many areas in the southwest and south central with several inches of snow…mainly south of I-94 and west of the Missouri River. . Portions of Adams County received 18 inches of snow…with a widespread area of 7-10 inches from eastern Bowman County to northern Grant and parts of Morton County. 

Fire Season Summary:
Only 63 spot forecast requests were received this year…the lowest number since at least 2007. Normally, at least 150 spot requests are received in a fire season for western and central North Dakota. All spot requests for prescribed burning or wildfires occurred in the first half of the season, from March through June 11th…with most requests received in the first half of May.

	
INICIDENT ACTIVITY
Prescribed burning was hindered due to wetter than normal conditions, more so in the northern part of the state.  Total agency combined acres for prescribed burning for 2013, was 4054.
FWS brought in detailers from California and Nevada to accomplish spring prescribed burn efforts.  These detailers were from DOI agencies, FWS and BLM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The USFS conducted a prescribed burn on April 3rd, Pasture 3B that escaped and then became the Pautre WF.  The Pautre WF acres totaled 10679.70.
Gregor Pasture WF, jurisdiction of the USFS occurred on May 7th, 2013 for 1381.5 acres.  The USFS moved all available resources over from the western side of the state to the Sheyenne National Grasslands. FWS resources were utilized from the eastern part of ND as well as SD.  Backfill resources for the FS on the western side of the state were provided by Miles City Dispatch.  Agencies and dispatch centers working together to make things happen was greatly appreciated.  Thanks to everyone.

MEETINGS AND TRAININGS
North Dakota Fire Council (NDFC)
Spring and fall meetings were held.  NFDRS verses GFDI and what is the future of NDC were main topics of discussions.  
Other topics that were discussed at the fall meeting were:
· FWS has full intentions of hiring the center manager’s position.
· NDC will be housed by the Dakota Prairie Grasslands starting in May of 2014.
· Declining budgets; How it has and how it continues to affect each respective ageny.
Northern Rockies Coordinating Group (NRCG)
Andy attended the spring Center Mangers meeting in Missoula, MT.  Marti participated via conference call.  The fall meeting was a Go-to-Meeting/conference and was held in December.
Marti attended the NR Training meetings via; Go-To-Meeting/Conference Call for the spring and fall meetings.
No training was attended by NDC staff this past year.  NDC staff did not hold or instruct any training’s this past year.  

IN ZONE AND OUT OF ZONE DISPATCH NUMBERS

In Zone Dispatch Requests (168) and People Days (776)







Out of Zone Dispatch Requests (138) and People Days (1636)
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