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Red-cockaded woodpecker Survey Protocols for Municipalities 
 
In orde r to avoid inadve rte nt re m oval of pine  habitat supporting  the  fe de rally liste d 
e ndang e re d re d-cockade d w oodpe ck e r and any pote ntial violation of the  Fe de ral 
Endang e re d Spe cie s Act, the  U .S. Fish and Wildlife  Se rvice  (U SFWS) re que sts that all 
m unicipalitie s w ithin Moore County, NC institute  the  follow ing  scre e ning  proce dure  as 
part of its land cle aring  and construction pe rm it re vie w  proce ss. 
 
U sing  the  GIS data provide d to your office  by the U SFWS, scre e n all pe rm it applications 
using  the  inform ation k e y provide d be low . Follow  the  re com m e nde d proce dure  liste d for 
e ach cate g ory. 
 
1.  RCW Cluster Areas and Yellow Partitions: All propose d proje cts* that occur inside  RCW 
Cluste r Are as and/or Ye llow  partitions MUST be  re vie w e d by U .S. Fish and Wildlife  Se rvice  
Sandhills Sub-Office  for approval. 
 
3.  Green partitions:  All propose d proje cts* outside of the  RCW cluste r core  are as but 
w ithin the  inactive forag ing  partitions m ust be  surve ye d for cavity tre e s.  This w ork  can be  
done  by e ithe r an e nvironm e ntal consultant or the  U .S. Fish and Wildlife  Se rvice ’s Sandhills 
Sub-office . The  Surve y Protocol from  the  Re d-cockade d Woodpe ck e r Re cove ry Plan 
m ust be  follow e d. 
 
*Proje cts include  but are  not lim ite d to: re m oval of pine  tre e s g re ate r than 8 inche s in 
diam e te r, construction of building s, cam pg rounds, roads, re cre ational de ve lopm e nts, 
re side ntial dw e lling s, and industrial or busine ss com ple xe s. 
 
Re que sts to e valuate  im pacts of propose d de ve lopm e nt on re side ntial prope rtie s m ay 
be  e ithe r faxe d (910-695-3322), e m aile d (ncsandhillsrcw @fw s.g ov) or m aile d to the  
U SFWS Sandhills Sub-office  at the  addre ss be low .  The  follow ing  inform ation is re quire d in 
orde r to com ple te  an e valuation: 
 
 Name and mailing address of applicant 
 Subje ct prope rty’s lot number, street address  
 Prope rty LRK number or Parcel ID 
 Type of activity proposed (ne w  hom e  construction, room  addition, pool 
construction, e tc.) 

 For som e  are as a site plan show ing  the  location of the  propose d action on the  
prope rty including  the  size  class (diam e te r) and total num be r of pine  tre e s 
propose d for re m oval, m ay also be  re quire d  

 
The  applicant w ill re ce ive  a re sponse  w ithin 21 w ork ing  days from  re ce ipt of the  re que st. 
 
For m ore  inform ation about private landowner responsibilities and re d-cockade d 
w oodpe ck e rs ple ase  visit: 
http://w w w .fw s.g ov/rcw re cove ry/file s/Re cove ryPlan/private _lands_g uide line s.pdf 
 
U .S. Fish and Wildlife  Se rvice  
Sandhills Sub Office  
P.O. Box 119 
Southe rn Pine s, NC  28388 
(910) 695-3323 - voice  
(910) 695-3322 – fax 


