Eastern Oyster (Crassostrea
virginica) Restoration on the

Seaside of Virginia's Eastern
Shore

by: William Hester

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Gloucester, Virginia
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Fipure 1. Ovster grownd production, public and privaie.
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Oyster Reefs: Key to Restormg
Bay Grasses? |

BY MERRILL LEFFLER =0

usracions by Kaeen Termurag phods by Sandy Adgers

1 2 1988 scientific paper, Roger Bay ovsters, afver all, ane sl

Ir'-.'m-.'t-ll, a2 researcher at the Thhver-
sity of Maryland Center for Eowi-
rommental Scence (UIMCES), drame-
tized the mponance of ovsiers o
Chesapeake Bay. He made the then
astonishing arpument that a cenmery
befome, ovster stocks could have fil-
tered the entire Bay in less than six
day=. In 19838, the Bay's -'_Lul-.uln_-r:mij.
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The ecological role of
oysters is now
recognized as an
important thrust of
resource management

plagued by MSX and Dermo, par-
sithc diseases that have been devas-
tating oysters and hmiling many at-
temHs af oVsier nestoration. While
rescarch effons show much promise
in developing disease-toleming
strains, getting these ovsers into the
Chesapeake in Lirge encugh num-
bers over the mex th--;_,;d'.r,_- '|.'.|_|I M-
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