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Volunteers from the Volunteer State help build mussel culture cages at Dale Hollow National
Fish Hatchery, Tennessee.
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2012 Ends with the Start of a New Mussel Project between Natchitoches
NFH and Dale Hollow NFH

By: Tony Brady

The staff at Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery would
like to wish all of our readers a Happy New Year. Here
in Louisiana we are gearing up for some warmer weath-
er and are making plans to begin our new fish culture
season. Before we get into the 2013 work, we want to
wrap up the work conducted in 2012. A new joint
program was started in December between Dale
Hollow NFH and Natchitoches NFH to start culturing
freshwater mussels in Dale Hollow Lake near Celina,
TN. The initial idea for this project was conceived in
February 2012 when Dale Hollow NFH hatchery

Even Assistant Mangaer Terry Campbell wanted to get
in on the action.

manager Andy Currie and Natchitoches NFH mussel
biologist Tony Brady were discussing how to incorpo-
rate a coldwater hatchery into the Landscape Conser-
vation Cooperative and Strategic Habitat Conservation
framework. Currie and Brady have worked together in
the past, when Brady was a graduate student at the
Tennessee Cooperative Fishery Research Unit (TC-
FRU) at Tennessee Technological University , trying to
grow freshwater mussels at Dale Hollow NFH. Little
did they know that 10 years later they would be work-
ing together again on another mussel project. Brady
spent the first seven years of his career culturing
freshwater mussels at Genoa NFH in Wisconsin and
learned some very successful techniques that he
thought would be as highly successful in the reservoirs
back down south. Through the rest of 2012 Brady and
Currie approached the Tennessee Ecological Services
Field Office, the Army Corp of Engineers, Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency, TCFRU and the Friends of
Friends Group President Paul Boyce drills holes in Dale Hollow NFH to secure the means, resources and
the cage frame so the hardware cloth can be riveted blessings to begin the project. The idea behind this

to the frame.
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mussel culture project is to use floating cages in Dale
Hollow Lake to hold fish that have been exposed to
larval freshwater mussels that will attach to the fish’s
gills. The attachment to the fish is required by the
mussel to complete its life history. The larval mussels
will stay attached to the fish for 3-6 weeks and will
drop to the bottom of the cage and will begin growing.
The fish will be released once all the mussels have
dropped off their gills. Step one in this project was to
have cages welded together. Brady had a shop in
Louisiana build the cages since they had made some
cages for him in the past. In December, Brady hauled
the cages to Dale Hollow NFH where the Friends of
Dale Hollow NFH, Tyler Hern (TCFRU), Brady and
the Staff at Dale Hollow NFH spent a day covering the
cages in hardware cloth and placing plywood to the

bottom of the catch basins. The initial size of the
project will be a dozen cages that will be deployed this
spring. The cages will be floated in a bay that is
controlled by the Army Corp of Engineers located just
before the dam of Dale Hollow Lake. This location is
secure and close to the hatchery for a quick visual
inspection of the floats and cages. For more informa-
tion about this project please feel free to contact either
Andy Currie at andrew_currie@fws.gov or Tony Brady
at tony_brady@fws.gov.

We would like to thank the Friends of Dale Hollow Natioanl Fish Hatchery and the Tennessee Cooperative
Fishery Research Unit at Tennessee Technological University for helping perpare the cages for this project.
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Annual Fish Production Meeting with Louisiana: A New Request
By: Jan Dean

The annual meeting with the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries to discuss hatchery production
goals was held at Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery Janu-
ary 14, 2013. Representing the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries were Jason Duet, Danica
Williams, Kristi Butler, Paul Whitehead, Ed Sylvester,
Chase Chatelain and Craig Gothreaux. Allan Brown
and Jan Dean represented the Fish and Wildlife
Service. Kristi Butler, LDWF Hatcheries Biologist
Manager, provided an overview of the LDWF reor-
ganization and the current organizational structure.
Louisiana hatcheries were in the LDWF Inland Fisher-
ies Division, but now they are in the Extension Section
of which Jason is the Biologist Director and Danica is
the Biologist Program Manager. Allan discussed FWS
budget issues and the Continuing Resolution. Natchi-
toches National Fish Hatchery cooperates with the
LDWF hatcheries under the authority of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding that is reviewed and typically
redone every three to five years. The most recent one
was signed by both parties in February 2012 and was
briefly reviewed at this meeting.

The LDWF fish stocking policy is under revision.
Fisheries management biologists are asking that
largemouth bass fingerlings to be reared to 3 inches
total length vs the typical 1% to 2 inch size in the
hopes of increasing their survival after release. That
may require a major change in how the bass are reared
and may result in substantial reductions in the num-
ber reared to that size. The objective this year is to
conduct a study at both Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery
(LDWF) and at the Natchitoches National Fish Hatch-
ery in which 16 ponds at each hatchery will be stocked
at four different and reduced stocking rates and the
fingerlings held longer so as to produce larger fish at
harvest. The plan is to try to rear them to three inches
without adding forage fish to the ponds, so we expect
the zooplankton and aquatic insects to be consumed
and then cannibalism to increase. In addition, we
plan to produce typical size fingerlings in another 14
ponds at Natchitoches. However, we may use some of
those ponds or more ponds to try adding additional
forage to increase bass growth to three inches.

Dec 2012 - Jan 2013

The LDWF also asked Natchitoches NFH to rear two
ponds of bluegill and two ponds of redear sunfish plus
five ponds of threadfin shad. Additionally, the LDWF
requested 80,000 channel catfish fry from Pvt. John
Allen NFH in Tupelo MS.

Allen reinforced the idea that Natchitoches helps rear
recreational fish for the LDWF through the MOU but
that a higher priority for the FWS is conservation of
threatened and endangered species including those
other than fish or even animals. We discussed alliga-
tor gar production and the overwintering of alligator
snapping turtle at Natchitoches NFH for the LDWF
and for others. There was also some discussion of our
mutual concern regarding aquatic invasive species
such as zebra mussels and Asian carp.

Working together Natchitoches NFH and Booker
Fowler SFH make a good team.

On a different note, we reported in the October news-
letter about the bream (sunfish) harvest and that there
were more redear sunfish to be harvested later. We
harvested the remaining two ponds in December and
furnished 233, 415 redear fingerlings for False River
and for some Forest Service ponds in the Kisatchie
District of the Kisatchie National Forest. The total
redear fingerling production for the year was 542,260
plus some adults or juveniles for future broodstock.
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Friends in Support of the Hatchery (FISH) Kicks Off New Year with New
Members and Great Ideas
By: Tony Brady

The Friends in Support of the Hatchery, better known
as FISH, is the non-profit Friends Group that was cre-
ated to support Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery.
Organized by former manager Karen Kilpatrick, FISH
has accomplished a great deal for the hatchery as well
as helping the hatchery staff connect the Natchitoches
community to nature. Natchitoches NFH and FISH
sponsor an annual Open House and Kids Fishing
Derby which attracts between 300 and 500 people
every year. As a part of the Open House, the
Alexandria Zoo and Walter B. Jacobs Park
teach visitors about different animals at their
respective facilities. Natchitoches NFH and
FISH proved two ponds where kids up to age
15 can fish for Channel catfish. The grounds
of the hatchery are filled with other fun
educational activities for all of Natchitoches
to enjoy. When Karen retired in December
2011, all the members of the FISH Board re-
tired with her, leaving the fate of FISH to be
rebuilt by the remaining hatchery staft. Tony
Brady, who came to Natchitoches NFH as
the station’s Mussel Biologist, also took over
outreach duties for the hatchery and became
the hatchery representative to FISH. In the
first couple months after Karen’s retirement,
Tony worked to begin rebuilding the FISH
Board, by recruiting local business woman and avid
fisherwoman Celidora Achord to be president of FISH
and through personal contacts with the Provencal
Bass Club and Cypress Knee Outdoors, a local fishing
and hunting supply store. This new group of FISH
volunteers successfully hosted their first Open House
and Kids Fishing Derby in 2012. As we start 2013,
FISH set some New Year’s resolutions. First is to grow
the FISH membership and community awareness of
both FISH and the Hatchery. Second, FISH wants to
improve on an already successful Open House, and
finally, with the Hatchery adding an archery program,
FISH wants to develop a fall event that focuses on in-
troducing the community to the enjoyment of archery
as a sport and not just as a means of hunting. After
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The Hatchery’s Open House and Kids Fishing
Derby is a family event enjoyed by all.

FISH’s first meeting of 2013, they are making strides
to accomplishing their resolutions. At the January
meeting, two new volunteers joined FISH and accept-
ed officers’ positions to help relieve some of the duties
on current Board members. John Mathews, a local
businessman and member of the Provencal Bass Club,
joined FISH and became Treasurer for the group.
John assisted the hatchery last year when we planned
a Military Appreciation Day for some of our men and

women in uniform and their families. Since then
John has expressed a willingness to continue helping
the hatchery make a difference for conservation. The
second new member to FISH is a Biology teacher at
Natchitoches Central High School. She is also the
faculty sponsor for the Natchitoches Central High
School Fishing Club. Lori Mathews brings her own
set of qualification to FISH and has had a relationship
with the hatchery through the “Fish in the Classroom”
program. Lori accepted the position as Secretary for
FISH and we thank both her and her husband (John)
for their service. As FISH continues to grow as a

group, I can only expect their other resolutions to be
tulfilled as well.



Natchitoches NFH Staff helps train Six Louisiana School Teachers to

Teach Archery in the Schools
By: Tony Brady

As the US Fish and Wildlife Service breaks
new ground to help connect people with
nature, one exciting avenue that the Na-
tional Conservation Training Center (NCTC)
staff is providing is through a course called
Archery as an Outreach Tool. Last June,
Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery’s Tony
Brady attended the 4 day class and upon
completion was certified as a Basic Archery
Instructor Trainer (BAIT) for the National
Archery in the Schools Program (NASP). As

a BAIT, Brady is able to teach school teach-
ers or coaches how to run the NASP and to
certify them as Basic Archery Instructors
(BAI). Brady was asked in December if he
would be able to assist the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in
teaching a BAl class in January. Brady
accepted the class and also was able to sign
up a coach from one of the local middle
schools to attend the class as well. The

class was held in Ball, Louisiana and five other
teachers were in attendance. As part of the BAI
training, teachers learn how to set up an indoor

Inside Ball Elementry School, an archery range
was set up to teach teachers how to teach ar-
chery to their students.
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With “Bow on Toes”, these teachers and coaches are
now ready to introduce their students to the sport of

Archery.

archery range, about the required equipment for
NASP, and the 11 steps to archery success to teach
the kids in their classes. Last year, the NASP had
more kids participating in their program than in
Little League. The NASP has gone global with
students participating in the program from South
Africa, Australia and New Zealand. With six new
archery instructors certified to teach archery in
Louisiana, the number of children learning about
the sport of archery will increased dramatically.
When word about archery clubs and teams begins
to spread throughout the communities where these
teachers work, then other schools will soon follow
suit to bring archery to their students as well. The
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries will
be holding the state NASP tournament at Louisiana
State University at Alexandria on March 2, 2013.
Hundreds of archers are expected to participate.
Brady will be there to assist in making the tourna-
ment a success.



