Finding of No Significant Impact
Johnson Game Production Area Tract 1 Disposal in Lincoln County, South Dakota
Wildlife Restoration Project: W-73-L-94 (F19AF00158)

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has prepared this document in accordance with the procedures for
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act as it applies to the Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife
Restoration Acts (64 Stat. 430; 16 U.S.C. Sec. 777 et. seq. and 50 State 916; 16 U.S.C. Sec. 669 et. seq.).

The Service received a grant application from South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP) requesting
approval from the Region 6 Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) to remove the Federal
interest from a 3.39-acre parcel, known as Tract 1, within the 154.65-acre Johnson GPA in Lincoln County,
South Dakota. While the Johnson GPA still serves the purposes for which it was acquired, Tract 1 alone
provides minimal wildlife habitat management and public hunting access opportunities as it currently consists
primarily as a management trail utilized by SDGFP staff for land stewardship purposes. Consequently, it is
being considered as part of a property exchange project involving a portion of Newton Hill State Park (SP) and
adjacent property owned by the Boy Scouts of America (BSA).

The Service and SDGFP prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate the effects on the human
environment from the removal of the federal interest from Tract 1. This will not diminish or impede current
wildlife habitat management activities, public hunting use, or SDGFP management access of the remaining 151
acres in Johnson GPA. Upon evaluating the effects of the proposed property disposal, SDGFP has determined
that the affected wildlife resources and public interests would be unaffected by the proposed disposal and loss
of Federal interest.

A “No Action” alternative was also analyzed and considered in the EA. Under the No Action alternative,
SDGFP would retain ownership and management responsibilities of Tract 1 as it currently exists, and would
eliminate the opportunity to complete the potential property exchange with Newton Hills SP and BSA. Newton
Hills SP and BSA properties would remain in their respective ownerships.

The Service published the EA on the Region 6 Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program website from April
9, 2019 through May 9, 2019 for public review and comment. No comments were received from the public,
elected officials, or other local, state, or Federal officials or agencies.

Based on review of the Final EA and evaluation of the effects of the proposed action, we have determined that
the proposed action is not a major Federal action which would significantly affect the quality of the human
environment within the meaning of Section 102 (2) (c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. There
is also no effect to historic and cultural resources pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966. We also find that reasonable alternatives were considered in the evaluation of this project and that
this project will have “No Effect” to federally listed species pursuant to the Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act, and will comply with the intent of Executive Order 11988 “Floodplain Management” and Executive Order
11990 “Protection of Wetlands.” Consequently, we have determined that an Environmental Impact Statement is
not required. The Final EA is on file at the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 134 Union Boulevard, Lakewood, Colorado 80225 and is available for public viewing online
at: http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/wsfr/nepa.php.
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