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I have reviewed both the proposed rule revisions and the Wyoming plan.
I found both documents to be well written and to promote professional
standards for management of wolf populations. I think that the defense
of livestock and pets guidelines are reasonable and seem necessary and
appropriate to ensure acceptance of wolf recovery by local people. I
appreciated the science-based standards being required to justify wolf
removals to meet ungulate herd objectives, but I am concerned that these
standards remain vague. Certainly we have tools for estimating
population size and composition of ungulate populations using aerial
survey methods, and such methods should be used to monitor herd status
whether or not wolves were present. The language in your rule should
require an appropriate level of diligence in population monitoring, and
I hope that it will be enforced. My personal preference would be to see
the states using hunting and trapping of wolves to achieve wolf
management objectives, and I think that this would be much more
acceptable to the public than aerial gunning or poisoning.

I think that the Wyoming plan is acceptable, meeting the minimum
recovery
goals.

Best,
Mark



