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SWIFT FOX BASICS

Currently ranges from Canada, where
reintroduced, south through parts of
Montana, Wyoming, South Dakota,
Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Texas, and New Mexico.

12 inches tall at shoulder; 2-3 feet long
from nose to end of tail; weight 4-6
pounds.

Distinguishing features are small size;
dark markings on either side of muzzle;
and long, bushy, black-tipped tail.

Uses dens year-round for shelter,
protection from predators, and places to
rear young, making the swift fox the
most den-dependent and subterranean
North American fox.

Habitats vary across the broad range of
the swift fox and include shortgrass and

mid-grass prairies, cultivated fields, and
habitats dominated by pinyon-juniper,
sand sage, or mesquite.

Habitat features often include gently
rolling topography, loose soils for easy
burrowing, and low grass or shrub
ground cover to allow distant viewing.
Female bears one annual litter (average
4-5/litter) in April or May. Young
remain in den until about one month old.
Foods include jackrabbits, cottontails,
prairie dogs, ground squirrels, mice,
insects, birds, and carrion.

Mortality due in part to predation
(badgers, bobcats, coyotes, golden
eagles), poisoning, accidental death from
trapping, or collisions with vehicles.
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