Chapter 5. Coordination and
Environmental Review

Agency Coordination

The proposal for the establishment of the Centennial Valley Conservation
Easement Program, through the authorization of an executive boundary
consisting of 158,972 acres, of which 42,000 acres is proposed for conservation
easements, has been discussed with landowners, conservation organizations,
Federal, State and county governments, and other interested groups and
individuals.

This Environmental Assessment addresses the protection of native grasslands
through acquisition of conservation easements by the Service under the
direction of the National Wildlife Refuge System.

Funding for acquisition of conservation easements will be provided by the
Land and Water Conservation Fund and, to a smaller degree, the Migratory
Bird Conservation Fund.

Management activities associated with easements may be funded through
other sources, such as The Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, North
American Wetland Conservation Act grants, Partners for Fish and Wildlife,
and other private and public partners. Other endeavors include the
Beaverhead Wetland Protection Project 11.

National Environmental Policy Act

As a Federal agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service must comply with
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). An Environmental
Assessment is required under NEPA to evaluate reasonable alternatives
that will meet stated objectives and to assess the possible impacts to the
human environment. The Environmental Assessment serves as the basis for
determining whether implementation of the proposed action would constitute
amajor Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment. The Environmental Assessment also facilitates the
involvement of government agencies and the public in the decision-making
process.

Distribution and Availability

Copies of the Environmental Assessment were sent to Federal and State
legislative delegations, agencies, landowners, private groups, and other
interested individuals (see Appendix B). Additional copies of these
documents are available at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Red Rock
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, 27820 Southside Centennial Road, Lima,
Montana 59739 (406/276 3536, email: fw6_rw_red_rock_lakes nwr@fws.gov)
and at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Office, Land Acquisition
and Planning Branch, P.O. Box 25486-DFC, Denver, Colorado 80225 (303/236
8145 ext. 658; fax 303/236 4792).
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