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Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge, Wyoming
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has developed this 
comprehensive conservation plan as the foundation 
for the management and use of the Pathfinder 
National Wildlife Refuge located in Carbon and 
Natrona counties, Wyoming. This plan, approved in 
2008, will guide the management of the refuge for the 
next 15 years. 

Assessing the refuge’s ability to provide quality 
wildlife habitat for migratory bird species and 
actively managing the refuge to achieve this end, 
along with identifying and providing appropriate 
public uses on the refuge, were key factors driving 
the development of this plan.

The National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement 
Act of 1997 requires the Service to develop a 
comprehensive conservation plan by 2012 for each 
national wildlife refuge in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System.

This brief summary describes the refuge, 
comprehensive conservation plan, and planning 
process. 

ThE REFUGE
Located in central Wyoming in a high plains basin 
near the headwaters of the “Platte–Kansas Rivers” 
ecosystem, the Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge 
lies approximately 47 miles southwest of the city of 
Casper. 

Pathfinder Dam construction was completed in 1909, 
creating the first reservoir on the North Platte 
River. At the same time, the Pathfinder Wildlife 
Refuge (later renamed “Pathfinder National Wildlife 
Refuge”) was established as an overlay refuge 
on Bureau of Reclamation lands on the reservoir. 
This large body of water was very attractive to 
waterbirds, and where the refuge once offered 
a unique environment in this semiarid region of 
Wyoming, the reservoir on which it is situated is now 
part of a larger system of reservoirs including Alcova 
to the north and Seminoe to the south. 

Major habitat types of the Pathfinder National 
Wildlife Refuge include open water wetlands, 
uplands consisting of shrub and grasslands, and alkali 
flats.

ThE PLANNING PROCESS
Through the environmental analysis process, the 
Service has selected as the preferred alternative 
(final comprehensive conservation plan) for the 
Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge alternative C 
from the draft comprehensive conservation plan and 
environmental assessment published in July 2008. 

In 2006, a planning team of refuge and other Service 
staff gathered and began to analyze resource 
information. The planning process included designing 
a vision for the refuge, along with identifying goals 
to reach the vision. After identifying key issues 
related to achieving the vision, the team developed 
management alternatives. 

The team invited the public to participate in the 
planning process and public scoping. A mailing 
list of approximately 148 names was created and 
included private citizens; local, regional, and state 
government representatives and legislators; other 
federal agencies; tribal governments; and nonprofit 
organizations.

Key issues (habitat, wildlife, water quality, public 
outreach, public use, and refuge operations) were 
identified during analysis of concerns raised by 
refuge staff, along with analysis of public comments 
collected during scoping. These issues were 
addressed throughout the planning process and in 
the final comprehensive conservation plan. 
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COMPREhENSIvE CONSERvATION PLAN
This plan includes detailed objectives and strategies 
to carry out the vision and goals for the Pathfinder 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Vision

Pathfinder Reservoir and surrounding public 
lands supply life-cycle needs for a multitude 
of wildlife adapted to this semiarid region of 
central Wyoming. The wetland complexes, 

upland sagebrush habitats, and open waters of 
the reservoir provide feeding, breeding, staging, 
resting, and nesting areas for migratory birds 
and resident wildlife. Management decisions 

will be directed toward maintaining or 
improving wildlife habitat values. Appropriate 
public use opportunities will be identified, and 

provided where possible. 

GOALS
The following goals will direct work toward achieving 
the vision for the Pathfinder National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Natural resource Goal

Conserve the ecological diversity of uplands and 
wetlands to support healthy populations of native 
wildlife, with an emphasis on migratory birds. 

Visitor serVices Goal

Provide wildlife-dependent recreational 
opportunities to a diverse audience when the 
administration of these programs does not adversely 
affect habitat management objectives. 

PartNershiPs Goal

Work with partners to support healthy populations of 
native wildlife and to increase the understanding of 
wildlife needs as well as the benefits wildlife offer to 
local communities. 

C

Identify and evaluate the cultural resources on the 
refuge and protect those that are determined to be 
significant.

A

Obtain administrative capabilities that will result 
in efficient strategies to manage the landscape to 
achieve habitat and public management goals. 
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