
On 12-4-2014, a letter was sent to tribes making notification and seeking consultation with the 
development of an Environmental Assessment for The Eastern South Dakota Fire Management 
Plan for the USFWS.  No responses have been received.  The letter, along with the tribes 
contacted, follows below. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Mountain-Prairie Region 

 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
Sand Lake NWR   
Attn: Fire Management 
39650 Sand Lake Drive 
Columbia, SD 57433  
  
  
 
 
Chairman A.T. Stafne   Date: 
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes 
P.O. Box 1027 
Poplar, MT  59255-1027 
 
Dear Chairman Stafne: 
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service is conducting an Environmental Assessment evaluating the 
management of prairies using prescribed fire, mechanical, and chemical treatments.  One of the 
primary process used for managing fuel loading and the overall health of fire adapted ecosystems 
or prairies is prescribed fire. Over the last 11years 360 prescribed fires have been implemented for 
a total of 64,868 acres on USFWS lands in eastern South Dakota.  Mechanical treatments are also 
used, but to a lesser extent.  Within the last 11 years, 47 treatments have been completed for 2,478 
acres.   No chemical treatments have occurred in the last 11 years. In addition, grazing is used as a 
management action and tool, but is outside the scope of this Environmental Assessment.  
The lands being evaluated in this Environmental Assessment are all US Fish and Wildlife Service 
fee title lands located east of the Missouri River in South Dakota.  Below is a map representing the 
geographic area included.  If a more detailed view is desired, the following link can be used to 
look at specific lands with an aerial overlay. http://gis.fws.gov/wpa_mapper/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gis.fws.gov/wpa_mapper/
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You are being contacted to see if you would like to be consulted in the development of the EA. 
Your response to this letter acknowledging your interest in participating in this undertaking as a 
consulting party, identifying any historic properties, including Traditional Cultural Properties 
(TCPs) that may exist within the project’s APE, and providing contact information for additional 
potential consultants is greatly appreciated.  Enclosed is a list of potential consulting parties who 
received this letter.  Any suggestions for additions or corrections to this list are welcome.   
 
Please provide a response by December 11, 2015, so that we may discuss this undertaking.  If you 
do not respond within this time frame, you may request consulting party status in the future; 
however, the project may advance without your input.  Should you have any questions about this 
project, you may contact Great Plains Zone Fire Management Officer Colby Crawford at (605)-
885-6273 or Colby_Crawford@fws.gov.  
Sand Lake NWR 
Attention EA  
39650 Sand Lake Drive 
Columbia, SD 57433 

mailto:Colby_Crawford@fws.gov
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Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
 Tribal Chairman Harold Frazier, PO Box 590, Eagle Butte SD  57625 
 Dawnita Knight, NAGPRA CRST Tribal Archaeologist, (605)964-7554 
o,dawnitak.crstpres@outlook.com 
 Steven Vance, THPO, stevev.crstpres@outlook.com 
 
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
 President Denny Prescott, PO Box 308, Morton, MN  56270, 
denny.prescott@lowersioux.com 
 Grace Goldtooth – Campos, THPO, lowersiouxthpo@lowersioux.com 
 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
 President Ronald Johnson, 5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd., Welch, MN  55089, 
sbartell@piic.org 
 
Santee Sioux Nation 
 Chairperson Roger Trudell, 108 Spirit Lake Ave W, Niobrara, NE  
68760, rtrudell@santeedakota.org 
 Athur Denny, NAGPRA 
 Richard Thomas, THPO, rick_thpo02@yahoo.com 
 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 
 Chairman Bruce Renville, PO Box 907, Sisseton, SD  57262, 
chairman@swo.nsn.gov 
 Dianne Desrosiers, THPO, DianneD@swo-nsn.gov 
 
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes 
 Chairman Rusty Stafne, PO Box 1027, Poplar, MT  59255, 
atstafne@fortpecktribes.net 
       Darrell Youpee, THPO, dyoupee@fortpecktribes.net 
 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe 
 Chairwoman Roxanne Sazue, PO Box 50, Fort Thompson, SD  57339, 
r.sazue@hotmail.com 
       Darrell Zephier, THPO, darrellzephier78@gmail.com 
 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe 
 Chairman Michael Jandreau deceased, chairman@lbst.org 
 Vice Chairman Kevin Wright, 187 Oyate Circle, Lower Brule, SD  
57548 
 
Oglala Sioux Tribe 
 President John Yellow Bird Steele, PO Box 2070, Pine Ridge, SD  
57770, johns@oglala.org 
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 Wilmer Mesteth, THPO, PO Box 320, Pine Ridge, SD  57770, 
wanapeyanajica@gmail.com 
 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
 President Cyril Scott, 11 Legion Ave, PO Box 430, Rosebud, SD  
57570, rst_chairman@gwtc.net 
 Russell Eagle Bear, THPO, rstthpo@yahoo.com 
 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
 Chairman David Archambault II, PO Box D, Fort Yates, ND  58538 
 Waste’Win Young, TPO, wyoung@standingrock.org 
 
Flandreau-Santee Sioux Tribe 
 Chairman Anthony Reider, PO Box 283, Flandreau, SD 57028-0283 
 Tony.reider@fsst.org 
 
Yankton Sioux Tribe 
 Chairman: Robert Flying Hawk, Yankton Sioux Tribe, PO Box 1153, 
Wagner, SD 57380-1153 
 Lyle Miller, THPO, yst.thpo@gmail.com 
 


