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This section summarizes the comprehensive con
servation plan that we, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, prepared for the Cokeville Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge. The National Wildlife Ref
uge System Improvement Act of 1997 requires that 
we develop a comprehensive conservation plan for 
each unit of the National Wildlife Refuge System. 
This plan will guide management of the refuge over 
the next 15 years. 

­

­

The Refuge 

Located in southwestern Wyoming within Lincoln 
County and immediately south of the town of Cokev
ille, Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuge 
now manages 9,259 acres of narrow, forested riparian 

corridors; robust, emergent wetland plants; wet 
meadow sedge and grass communities; and upland 
sagebrush or grassland communities. 

The refuge borders Idaho and Utah and is in the 
Bear River watershed with the Bear River bisecting 
it. The refuge elevation is around 6,300 feet above 
mean sea level, and it is home to a variety of wildlife. 
Game species include ducks, geese, sandhill crane, 
elk, deer, pronghorn, moose and rabbits. Furbearers 
and predators include beaver, muskrat, coyote, red 
fox, skunk, and raccoon. 

Vision Statement 

Early in the planning process, our planning team 
developed a vision statement for the refuge. This 

­



 le Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Wyoming 

future-oriented statement will guide management of  
the refuge over the life of this comprehensive conser
vation plan. 

For thousands of years, the sandhill 
cranes have returned each spring to dance 
on the Cokeville Meadows. Their thunder­
ous majestic calls remind us of our obliga­

tion to manage wildlife for generations 
unborn. 

Nestled on the upper reaches of the Bear 
River in southwest Wyoming, the wet 

meadows, sage steppe, and riparian habi­
tats of Cokeville Meadows National Wild­

life Refuge provide outstanding habitat 
for a myriad of migratory birds and resi­

dent wildlife species. 

Spectacular views and clean air add to the 
visitor’s enjoyment of compatible wildlife-
oriented recreation. Refuge management 

and habitat restoration activities are com­
plementary with historical land uses, cre­

ating opportunities for conservation 
partnerships with neighbors and friends. 

X Comprehensive Conservation Plan—Cokevil

A greater sage-grouse hen leads her brood from wetlands to a night roost in sagebrush. 
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Goals 

The following goals reflect the vision for the ref
uge and will help us to support healthy ecosystems 
and to provide compatible recreational opportunities  
for the public. 

­

­

Habitat and Wildlife Management  
Goals 

We developed three goals for habitat and wildlife 
management at Cokeville Meadows Refuge 

Wet Meadow Habitat and Wildlife Goal 
Using the best scientific practices to manage and 

preserve critical wet meadow habitat, the refuge will 
provide quality feeding, loafing, and breeding oppor­
tunities for a variety of migratory birds and resident 
wildlife. 

Upland Habitat and Wildlife Goal 
Manage and, where appropriate, enhance the 

diversity and composition of grassland and shrub– 
steppe habitats within the range of historical condi-
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tions for sagebrush-dependent species, upland 
nesting migratory birds, and other resident species. 

 Riparian and River Habitats and Wildlife 
Goal 

Maintain and, where appropriate, restore the pro­
cesses necessary to sustain the biological diversity 
and integrity of riparian vegetation and aquatic habi­
tats for breeding birds, native fishes, reptiles and 
amphibians. 

Wildland Fire Management Goal 
 of strate
g a fire to 

nual, and 
reduce the 
rdous-fuel 

Manage wildland fires using a full array ­
gic options from suppression to manipulatin
achieve benefits. Prescribed fire, ma
mechanical treatments will be used to: (1) 
threat to land and property through haza
reduction treatments, and (2) meet the habitat goals 
and objectives identified in this CCP. 

Visitor Services and Cultural  
Resources Goal 

Provide appropriate public access to refuge lands 
where visitors can safely enjoy compatible, wildlife-
dependent recreation, such as hunting, fishing, wild­
life observation, photography, environmental 
education, and interpretation. The refuge will seek 
partnerships to help protect onsite cultural 
resources. 

Partnerships Goal 
Engage in mutually beneficial partnerships to 

promote wildlife and habitat conservation, and public 
enjoyment of wildlife resources in the upper Bear 
River watershed that are consistent with historic 
land uses, refuge purposes and goals. 

Refuge Development and  
Operations Goal 

Effectively utilize all available resources to 
develop, enhance, and support refuge facilities and 
operations for wildlife, habitat, and public use pro
grams. We will pursue easements, habitat improve
ments, and other land protection opportunities with 
willing sellers and interested land owners within the 
approved refuge acquisition boundary and within the 
Bear River watershed. 

­
­

Management Direction 

We prepared this comprehensive conservation 
plan with cooperation from the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department, the Lincoln County Planning 
Department, the Bureau of Land Management, and 
the town of Cokeville. The public and local agencies 
were also significantly involved. After reviewing a 
wide range of comments from these parties and our 
management needs, we developed and analyzed alter
natives for managing Cokeville Meadows National 
Wildlife Refuge. From these we selected alternative 
D (landscape-level management) as our proposed 
action. It addresses many of the external and inter
nal comments we received during scoping. 

With our proposed action, we will manage lands 
within the greater landscape by using partnerships 
to enhance habitats both on and off the refuge. We 
will continue to acquire land and easements to round 
out and complete the acquisition boundary. We will 
manage and restore wet meadow and upland habitats 
to increase wildlife productivity and diversity. We 
will specifically apply agricultural practices to 
enhance refuge habitats for wildlife both on and off 
the refuge. We will increase visitor resources, access, 
and wildlife-dependent uses (hunting, fishing, wildlife 
observation,  photography,  environmental  education,  
and interpretation) to encourage greater understand
ing and appreciation of the Bear River watershed; 
wet meadow, riparian, and stream habitats; and 
wildlife. 

­

­
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CFR 
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EA 
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°F 
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 Improvement 
Act 

IPM 

NEPA 

NWR 

the refuge 

Refuge System 

Region 6 

Service 

U.S. 

U.S.C. 

National Wildlife Refuge System Admin
istration Act of 1966 

Bureau of Land Management 

Beckwith and Quin Dam 

comprehensive conservation plan 

Code of Federal Regulations 

cubic feet per second 

Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife  
Refuge 

environmental assessment 

Endangered Species Act 

education and visitor services 

degrees Fahrenheit 

fire management plan 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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hydrogeomorphic method 

National Wildlife Refuge System 
Improvement Act of 1997 

integrated pest management 

National Environmental Policy Act of 
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national wildlife refuge 
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Mountain-Prairie Region 6 of the U.S. 
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USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture 

USGS U.S. Geological Survey 

WGFD Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

A glossary of these and other terms follows chapter 4. 
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