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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has
developed this comprehensive conservation plan as
the foundation for management and use of the three
Laramie Plains refuges (Bamforth, Hutton Lake,
and Mortenson Lake) located in Albany County,
Wyoming. This plan, approved in 2007, will guide
management of the refuges for the next 15 years.

The National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement
Act of 1997 (Improvement Act) requires the Service
to develop a comprehensive conservation plan by
2012 for each national wildlife refuge in the National
Wildlife Refuge System (Refuge System).

This brief summary describes the refuges,
comprehensive conservation plan, and planning
process.

THe LArRAmIE PLaINS REFUGES

Laramie, Wyoming, is positioned in a high plains
basin ecosystem known as the Laramie Basin.

The shallow depressions of the basin, within the
relatively flat topography of the region, support
wetland complexes that are unique to the area.
These wetland complexes provide resting, nesting,
and breeding areas for migratory birds in the
semiarid environment.

The Laramie Basin is home to three national wildlife
refuges known collectively as the “Laramie Plains
refuges.” Located within 15 miles of Laramie,

the three refuges are managed by Service staff
headquartered at the Arapaho National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) near Walden, Colorado, which lies
approximately 65 miles southwest of Laramie.

In the early 1930s, J. Clark Salyer I1I was charged
with identifying areas to protect as national wildlife
refuges for migratory birds. He surveyed the

area around Laramie and selected two locations

as national wildlife refuges for migratory birds.
Bamforth NWR and Hutton Lake NWR were
established by executive orders in 1932, within one
day of each other.

Bamforth NWR comprises three separate parcels
with private or state lands between them. The
1,166-acre refuge contains Bamforth Lake, but most
of the lake falls outside the refuge boundary. No
public use is allowed on Bamforth NWR.

Summary

Hutton Lake NWR consists of 1,928 acres and
supports approximately 2,000 visits over the course
of a year, mostly from March through October.
Wildlife-viewing opportunities and refuge access are
limited from November through February due to
frozen ponds and cold, snowy weather.

Mortenson Lake NWR was established in 1993 to
protect the Wyoming toad’s last known population.
The Wyoming toad was listed as an endangered
species in 1984. Physical features of 1,968-acre
refuge include Mortenson Lake, Soda Lake, and
Gibbs Pond. Habitat types include open water,
wetlands, wet meadow, grassland, sagebrush, and
greasewood communities. No public use is currently
allowed on the refuge to prevent potential adverse
impact on the Wyoming toad.

USFWS

N

Refuge habitats include wet meadows and grasslands.
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THE PLANNING PROCESS

Through the environmental analysis process, the
Service has selected as the preferred alternative
(final comprehensive conservation plan) for the
Laramie Plains refuges alternative B from the draft
conservation plan and environmental assessment
published in August 2007.

In 2006, a planning team of refuge and other
Service staff gathered and began to analyze
resource information. The planning process included
designing a vision for the three refuges, along with
goals to reach the vision. After identifying key
issues related to achieving the vision, the team
developed management alternatives.

The team invited the public to participate in the
planning process and public scoping. A mailing list
of about 165 names was created and included private
citizens; local, regional, and state government
representatives and legislators; other federal
agencies; tribal governments; and nonprofit
organizations.

Key issues (habitat, wildlife, water quality, public
outreach, public use, and refuge operations) were
identified during analysis of concerns raised by

_k

Bulrushes.

refuge staff, along with analysis of public comments
collected during scoping. These issues were
addressed throughout the planning process and in
the final comprehensive conservation plan.

ComPREHENSIVE CONSERVATION PLAN

This plan includes detailed objectives and strategies
to carry out the vision and goals for the Laramie
Plains refuges.

The below vision describes what the refuges will

be and what the Service hopes to do, and is based
primarily on the mission of the National Wildlife
Refuge System and specific purposes of the refuges.

Vision

The wetland complexes and uplands of the Laramie
Plains refuges are important resource components

of this semiarid region that provide key habitat for

the Wyoming toad, migratory birds, and resident
wildlife.

The refuges will be evaluated to direct management
decisions to provide natural and enhanced habitat,




thereby maximizing the unique potential of each
refuge. Wildlife-dependent recreation opportunities
will be evaluated for each refuge to determine
potential, appropriate public use opportunities.

Goals

The following goals will direct work toward
achieving the vision for the Laramie Plains refuges.

Research and Science Goal

Conduct natural resource management using
sound science and applied research to advance the
understanding of refuge resources and natural
resource function.

(Applies to all three Laramie Plains refuges.)

Partnerships Goal

Work with partners to determine the wildlife and
habitat resources on the refuges, to maximize
wildlife habitat protection, and to increase
understanding of wildlife needs, as well as

the benefits wildlife offer to individuals and
communities, on and off the refuges.

(Applies to all three Laramie Plains refuges.)

Cultural Resources Goal

Identify and evaluate the cultural resources on the
refuges and protect those that are determined to be
significant.

(Applies to all three Laramie Plains refuges.)

Refuge Operations Goal

Secure and demonstrate the effective use of funding,
staffing, and partnerships for the benefit of all
resources in support of the refuges and the Refuge
System.

(Applies to all three Laramie Plains refuges.)

Natural Resources Goal

Conduct baseline surveys to identify refuge
resources and the role these resources serve in the
Laramie Basin ecosystem and the Refuge System.
(Applies only to Bamforth NWR.)

Wetlands Goal

Manage refuge impoundments and other wetlands
to create diverse habitat for wetland-dependent
wildlife.

(Applies only to Hutton Lake NWR and Mortenson
Lake NWR.)

Summary ix

Uplands Goal

Evaluate and manage shrub- and grass-dominated
uplands for benefits to migratory birds (willet,
horned lark), white-tailed prairie dogs, pronghorn,
and other wildlife.

(Applies only to Hutton Lake NWR and Mortenson
Lake NWR.)

Visitor Services Goal

Provide wildlife-dependent recreational
opportunities to a diverse audience when the
administration of these programs does not adversely
affect habitat management objectives.

(Applies only to Hutton Lake NWR.)

Wyoming Toad Goal

In conjunction with the Wyoming Toad Recovery
Team, manage refuge lands around Mortenson
Lake and other areas on the refuge as necessary
to protect, create, and manage habitat suitable for
Wyoming toad recovery from endangered status.
(Applies only to Mortenson Lake NWR.)
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