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Rcstontion Plan end Environnentrl Arscssmcnt for Tigcr end Dineru TunnelsRcstoretion, Lrke County, Coloredo

The natural riesouce trustee agencies, thc t{.s. Depaftnent ofthe Interior (Dol) and the Statc ofcotorado, specificaily Tpr"lryd by the u.s. Fis[ and witdtife s;i";lil;is, Bureauof
I,and Management' and thc u.s. Bureau of Reclamation on bchalf of Doi,;J t# cobrado
Departnent of Natural Resourceq Colordo Department of Public Heatth *u nnvirorurrent, and
Colorado Department of Law, on behalf of the Sute of Colorado (coilectivcly t *t"o';, 

"r"proposing to implernent a Restoration Plan/Environnrental Asscsment (RP/EA). This RpIEA
pr€sents a preferred alternative to ddr€ss public losscs rcsulting from surface *"to "rtgrcundwaterir{uries caused by relcases of hazardous subslances to qnd from the California
Gulch Superfirnd Sitc (Site) near Leadvillc, Colorado.

Each Trustee is authoriad to act on bchalf of the prblic to evaluate potential injuries to natural
r€soutes and associated losses of ecologicd service resulting fronr-releascs oftrazardous
zubstances at the Site. Authority to rct on behalf ofthe publicls glven to trustees in CERCLA
[42 usc $$ 9601 e, seg:l-utdthe cwA [33usc $$ l2Bl et segj.Actions ro restore, reptacs or
acquirc the equivalent of lost nesourm are the pti*.ty means of-compensating th€ puUtic for-
injurics to natural nesouroes un&r these authorities. Any firnds us€d by federil Trustees to
implernent restoration rctivities are suliect to tlre requirenrents ofthe National Environmental
foliclAct (NEPA) [42 USC $ 432U. Accordingln ttrc trustees developed thc Rp/EA to
identi$ rcstoration altcrnatives that pertialty affrcss thc resources uliut;d and ecosysem
sen'ices lost duc to thc rylqse of mining-related hazardous subotances, and to analyze tle effects
of those altematives on the human envimnmcnt. This RP/EA is not intenH to quanti$ orto
analpe the firll fitent of rctions trcessery to accomplish restoration of injured naturat resources
associared with the Site.

Resuncction Mining Company; Newmont USA Limited; and ASARCO LLC corunitted to fund
restoration to resolve their liabilities for na$ral rcsourcrc rnjuries at the Site. Thc restoration
projecb will be futded from thc settlffrcmt frurds recrcivod frrun thcec responsible psrtics.
Additional rcstoration projwts also will be fudcd out of thre settlementr and wili be dcscribed
in a future rcstoration plan that will rdrcss other injured rqsounees, including injgries !o aq'atic
rcsources in the Arkanms River.

The RP/EA lists ald describes e proposed rctiory'preftnod eltcrnative that consists of turo
projcc'ts addressing acid-mirrcdrainage strures and pathweys to natrual l€sources in thc upper
Arlcansas Rivcr drainage: breaking hazardous substancc pahways to natural flelputes at the
figsr Tunnel and at the Dinero Tunnel. Thcsc pmojocts, to bo implenrented by tlrc Bureau of
Land Managenrent ard thc Stae of Colorado's Division of Reclernation, Mining and S.f€ty, will
control acid-minc drainage that is orporing rrd rqiurirry qrutic natural resources in Lake i'orlc
Creek and othertributaries and will courpensatc thc prblic for injuries to surface wetcrard
groundwater r€soursff that rvere cstrged by releares of hrzaldour substarrccs at and from the



California Gulch Superfirnd Site. In addition,lhese projects have been the subject of previous
announoements and public meetings (pages 2627).

The public comments received did not identify any significant envircnmental iss'es or impacts.
As documented in the Proposed Restoration ectionfpreferre.d Altematin" -A eii"-"ti*i
including the Environmental Consequenoes Section (pages 8-23),the preferred alternative will
have either no or inconsequential effects on social, e'conomic, recreatibnal biological, and
cultural resounces. Over the long term, restoration projects are expected to have Lneficial
effects for trust natural resources.

A Notice of Availability was published in the kadvitle Herald-Democrat and several other
Colorado newspapers the week of l1 May 2009. Copies of the RP/EA were available for review
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado Ecological Services Field Office. Copies were
also available at the Lakc Cormty and Colorado Mountain College Libraries in Lradvllle,
Colorado. In addition, the RP/EA rrras available on the Servicc'i Upper Arkansas River NRDAR
website or on CD-ROM by request. lnterested mcmbers ofthe public were invited to review and
comment on the RP/EA. The 3Gday public comment period ended 15 June 2009. Written
somments were considered and addressed in the finat RP/EA at the conclusion of the 30-day
public comment period. No comments wene rcceived that required modification of lhe npEe.

Based on my review and evaluation of the RP/EA, and after addressing the public comment and
concems submitted, I have determined that the implementation of the RP/EA for the Tiger and
Dinero Tunnels is not a mqior federal action which would significantly affect the quality of the
human environment within the meaning of Section 102(2XC) of the National Environmental
Policy Act of l969. Accordingly, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not
requircd.

lLc ,* il/? -Stephen D. Guertin
Regional Director, Region 6, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Authorized official of the U.S. Departmentof the Interior, UpperArkansas River


