Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment for Shattuck Chemical Restoration,
Colorado.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Region 6, as the Department of the Interior’s
Authorized Official and natural resource Trustee agency, for the Shattuck case, is proposing to
implement a Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment (RP/EA). This RP/EA presents a
preferred alternative to address public losses caused by surfacc water and/or groundwater injuries
resulting from releascs of hazardous substances to and from the S.W. Shattuck Chemical
Company site (Site), Operable Unit 8 of the Denver Radium Superfund site located in southwest
Denver within the South Platte River Basin.

A Trustee is authorized to act on behalf of the public to evaluate potential injuries to natural
resources and associated losses of ecological services resulting from rcleases of hazardous
substances at the Site. Authority to act on behalf of the public is given to trustees in
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) [42 USC
§§ 9601 et seq.] and the Clean Water Act (CWA) [33 USC §§ 1251 et seq.]. Actions to restore,
replace, or acquire the equivalent of lost resources are the primary means of compensating the
public for injuries to natural resources under these authorities. Any funds used by Federal
Trustees to implement restoration activitics are subject to the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) [42 USC § 4321]. Accordingly, the Service developed the
RP/EA to identify restoration alternatives that address the resources injured and ecosystem
services lost due to the release of hazardous substances, and to analyze the effects of those
alternatives on the human environment. This RP/EA is not intended to quantity or to analyze the
full extent of actions necessary to accomplish restoration of injured natural resources associated
with the Site.

S.W. Shattuck Chemical Company agreed to fund restoration to resolve their liabilities for
natural resource injurics at the Site. The proposed restoration projects will be funded from the
settlement funds received from this responsible party.

The RP/EA lists and describes a proposed action/preferred alternative that consists of five
projects for restoring migratory birds and their supporting habitats that will take place in the
Denver urban corridor and in the eastern plains. In the Denver urban corridor, restoration actions
to be implemented at Overland Pond Park will enhance habitat for migratory birds. Specific
actions will restore native plant communitics around Overland Pond and within the adjacent
South Platte River riparian habitat; provide improvements within the park to enhance educational
opportunities that emphasize migratory birds; and incorporate volunteer efforts to include the
community in the restoration efforts. On the eastern plains, four projects designed and managed
to enhance/restore spring and fall foraging sites for wetland-dependent migratory birds will be
implemented. These projects are also designed to meet a broader goal of identifying, conserving,
and restoring wetland habitats on a landscape level to help maintain ecosystem viability and
provide for sustainable migratory bird populations.



No public comments were received during the 30 day public comment period. As documented in
the Proposed Restoration Action/Preferred Alternative and Alternatives, including the
Environmental Consequences Section (pages 14-21), the preferred alternative will have either no
or inconsequential effects on social, economic, recreational, biological, and cultural resources.
Over the long term, restoration projects are expected to have beneficial effects for trust natural
resources.

A Notice of Availability was published in the Denver Post, Denver Herald-Dispatch, Washington
Park Profile, and several other Colorado newspapers the week of 22 November 2009. Copies of
the RP/EA were available for review at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado Ecological
Services Field Office. Copies were also available at the Decker and Athmar Pak Branches of the
Denver Public Library, Denver, Colorado. In addition, the RP/EA was available on the Service’s
Shattuck NRDAR website or on CD-ROM by request. Interested members of the public were
invited to review and comment on the RP/EA. The 30-day public comment period ended 23
December 2009. No comments were received that required modification of the RP/EA.

Based on my review and evaluation of the RP/EA, and since no public comments or concerns
were submitted, I have determined that the implementation of the RP/EA for the Shattuck
Chemical Restoration is not a major federal action which would significantly affect the quality of
the human environment within the meaning of Section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969. Accordingly, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not
required.
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