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Welcome
Welcome to Hotchkiss National Fish
Hatchery (NFH), one of 71 hatcheries

in the National Fish Hatchery System.

Managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Hatchery System is a
living heritage, conserving aquatic
species for people today and for
generations to come.

Hotchkiss NFH can be reached by
driving west of Hotchkiss, CO on
Highway 92 and then turning south
on 3100 Road. After driving through
Lazear, CO, travel east for 1/2 mile
and then south on Hatchery Road.

Hotchkiss NFH visitor center is open
from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm, Monday
through Saturday and is closed on
Sunday and Federal holidays. The
Hatchery grounds are open from
sunrise to sunset, with no overnight
stays or camping.

About the Hatchery

The Hatchery was established in 1967
as part of the Colorado River Storage
Act. The location of Hotchkiss NFH
was selected for its proximity to the
Tommy Dowell Spring, which supplies
water to the Hatchery. The natural
temperature and flow of this spring
are ideal for rearing rainbow and
brown trout.

The Hatchery stocks an average of
650,000 trout annually at ten Federal
reservoirs, and on the Ute Indian
Reservation in southern Colorado.
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Fishing Regulations

General Fishing Information
Hatchery regulations are for the
protection of wildlife, habitat, and
visitors. Your compliance with these
regulations is greatly appreciated.

We invite you to visit the Hatchery
nursery and raceways prior to fishing
on the North Fork of the Gunnison
River. You are not allowed in these
areas after fishing the river unless
visitors change their clothes and use
the hand cleaner and foot baths in the
nursery. This helps prevent the spread
of bacteria from the river or other
parts of the Hatchery grounds to

the nursery and raceways.

Access to the River from the Hatchery
grounds is only allowed west and
downstream of the raceways. A gravel
road leads to the fishing area where

a primitive parking lot is located.

Bank or fly fishing for trout, in
accordance with Colorado State
regulations, is allowed in the North
Fork of the Gunnison River, adjacent
to the south side of the Hatchery.

Additional Federal regulations for
National Fish Hatcheries can be
found online in the Code of Federal
Regulations, Title 50, Parts 27, 70,
and 71.

Please pack out all garbage.

Accessibility Information

Equal opportunity to participate in and
benefit from programs and activities
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
is available to all individuals regardless
of physical or mental ability. Dial 7-1-1
for a free connection to the state
transfer relay service for TTY and
voice calls to and from people with
hearing and speech disabilities.

For more information or to address
accessibility needs, please contact the
Hatchery staff at 970 / 872 3170, or the
U.S. Department of the Interior, Office
of Equal Opportunity, 1849 C Street
NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Hotchkiss National Fish Hatchery
8077 Hatchery Road

Hotchkiss, CO 81419

970/872 3170

hotchkiss@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/
fisheries/hotchkiss.php

For State Relay Service
TTY /Voice: 711
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