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Fish & Wildlife Biologist Population Assessment Update

Amanda Goldstein e  During the second week of June, Bobby Weiland and Ryan Wilson traveled to

Fish & Wildlife Biologist Williston to conduct a telemetry sweep of segment 4 and assist USGS and
MTFWP in relocating mature wild adult pallid sturgeon. Over a 3 day period they

Wade King tracked nearly 100 river miles below the confluence as well as upstream in the Yel-
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lowstone River. Over 50 hatchery origin pallid sturgeon (HOPS) that have radios
. implanted, were relocated as well as 8 wild adults including 2 black egged fe-
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o . males. The females were projected to spawn around June 15.
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Sunrise over the Missouri River near the

Yellowstone River confluence.

RESTORATION

e Efforts are nearing completion for the updated Strategic Plan and the updated web-
site for the Great Plains Fish Habitat Partnership. Yvette Converse (Science Apps)
and Mary McFadzen (Montana Institute on Ecosystems, Montana State University -
Bozeman) have been a tremendous lift on this effort. It would not have gotten to
this stage without them.
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PARTNERSHIPS
Sikes Act - Grand Forks AFB’s

e Continued vane trapping of bumblebees, and trained technicians on
trapping technique.

o Scouted and established three monitoring plots for monarch milk-
weed monitoring.

o Completed two final frog calling surveys for the season.

o Herpetological presence/absence visual and vocalization surveys
were conducted.

o Conducted passive light trap capture of moths.

o Coordinated with DEQ to select a site for an aquatic inventory of the
Turtle River on GFAFB, with sampling scheduled to occur in July.

o A full day was spent brush hogging invasive weeds and opening up
the trail in the Prairie View natural area as part of an effort to im-
pede their spread. Thanks to the staff at White Horse Hill NWR for
the use of the equipment that was used for the effort. Weed map-
ping continues.

e Documented a new orchid species for GFAFB, showy lady’s slipper
(Cypripedium reginae).

Ecological Services
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: e Tait Ronningen lead Melissa Martin and Kelsey Loverink to a known piping
I plover hotspot as part of training for Ecological Services. Tait, Melissa, and
I Kelsey observed 26 piping plovers along the shoreline of the alkali lake!

I The object of the training was familiarize Melissa and Kelsey on piping

I plover critical habitat and increas their ability to rapidly identify piping

I plovers by sight and sound. This work is assisting Ecological Services in

\ assessing critical habitat on prairie potholes and alkali lakes.
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Processing bees for later
identification.

Interior Region 35

Lake access for Lake Darling on Upper Souris NWR
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Native Species Restoration

Staff completed summer adult population surveys on Lake Darling, Upper Souris NWR &
Lake Ilo. Lake Darling is considered to be one of the top ten fishing reservoirs in the State of
North Dakota and provides a solid fishery to anglers all over the state. Netting results
showed a strong walleye population with over five year classes present and all in excellent
condition. Yellow Perch and Northern Pike populations are low at the current time, but will
still provide anglers will ample opportunities.

Missouri River Basin Asian Carp eDNA

eDNA Proposed Sampling Locations: Overview

Further discussions with partners have taken place to

L

identify priority eDNA sampling locations. A map was o &

created identifying these priority eDNA sampling loca- &7

&

tions within North Dakota and South Dakota and was
distributed to partners. The group’s original intent was
to start a pilot study this fall to increase understanding of y

Asian Carp eDNA detection probabilities across different 5 ~

streams, habitats, and flow conditions. This optimistic T )‘,{!__, AN
plan has been put on hold due to limitations on travel 3‘\3 : : =
related to climbing COVID-19 cases. Although this news \\«:&\

©  Asian Carp eDNA Proposed Sampling Locations|

isn’t exactly what the group was hoping for they’re taking —_mmemo

the additional time to collaborate and plan a more robust
Map of potential sampling locations for

mplin ign.
sampling desig carp eDNA in the eastern Dakotas.

1™
7
(=

Hanging a butterfly trap.

Monarch caterpillar on milkweed leaf.




Wood Frog Canadian Toad
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Deploying a moth trap for the
evening.

Showy lady’s slipper orchid
discovered at Grand Forks AFB.

RN 3 ? oS

Melissa and Kelsey surveying for piping plovers on

critical habitat areas managed by The Nature

Leopard frog observed during herpetology survey at Grand
Forks AFB.

Conservancy at Williams Lake using social
distancing.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

o Sikes Act work at Minot and Grand Forks AFB
 Pallid sturgeon telemetry and sampling in Segment 4 of the Missouri River

o Continue building on the partnership to develop an Asian carp eDNA sampling
strategy for Eastern Dakotas..



