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This monthly report is marked by the retirement of Ed Stege.   Ed's 17 years as Project Leader at 
Leadville leave quite a legacy and a big set of shoes to fill.  We will do our best to carry on Ed's 

commitment to the hatchery and community.

So far, 2021 has been marked by a lack of snow and warm conditions, it is hoped this does not persist 
and we get some of the white stuff in the mountains to carry us through the summer.

Projects have mainly revolved around maintenance and other winter tasks.  Snow maintenance has 
not been an issue at this point so we are getting many small tasks knocked out before summer.  Fish 

have been healthy and are an a basic maintenance regime due to the cold water.

Ed waves bon voyage during the maiden voyage of the pirate ship he single-handedly 
constructed.  The float construction began for the annual Boom Days parade in 2020, but with 

Covid-19 the celebration was canceled and this float is now in storage awaiting the next time time 
she may sail the high seas of Leadville!



Ed, supervised by Bree, shovels snow on one of his last days with the USFWS.  Ed always set an 
example of hard work, done right.  He was not above doing whatever it took to keep Leadville 

a great place to work or visit; Ed's dedication to his staff and the job at hand are to be admired.

The crew all pitched in on making some whimsical plywood covers to protect the new windows in the 
hatchery building.  A total of 6 covers were made and voted on by viewers on Facebook.  Above are 

the top 3 entries, the other 3 covers are on windows in less visible areas of the building.  During most 
years the snow will pile high enough in these valleys that the windows are at risk of being broken.  

There are plans to continue this annual friendly competition between the crew.



Bio Tech Michael Heckman tries out the new fish transport tank with the help of a few friends.  The 
new tank is a big improvement and will function great for stocking and have the added benefit of being 

able to have the sides open up and function like an aquarium for parades of other outreach events.

Please welcome our newest volunteer, Ed Stege, seen here installing trail signs around the hatchery.



The old fish transport truck makes the final turn out of the hatchery, next stop Florida!

Covered storage is always at a premium during the winter.  To make space available for projects 
and protected storage, a number of items were deemed surplus property and listed for sale with 

GSA.  

New and/or improved displays were worked on in the visitor center.  Above is a hollowed out log pipe that was once 
used for water delivery in the hatchery (Many similar pipes are still found around the hatchery and some are even 

still in use!).  It, along with some wood stave piping sections, will be displayed with a new interpretive sign. 



 Here is to wishing everyone a happy New Year and a better 2021!
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