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To meet our trust responsibilities of assisting the Tribes with sensible fish and wildlife 
conservation, we performed the following activities:  

 
Stocked Ray Lake, Goose Pond, Sharpnose and Dinwoody 
Lake with a total of 14,673 catchable rainbow trout from 
Saratoga National Fish Hatchery to support recreational 
fisheries on Wind River.  

Stocked 5,000 tiger trout into Goose Pond for recreational 
purposes. This is the second year of experimenting with 
tiger trout in Goose Pond. Evaluation of this fishery is 
anticipated to occur over the next two years. Tiger trout 
were reared at Jones Hole National Fish Hatchery.   

Finalized 2020 fish stocking report for Wind River’s waters. 
Stocking is used to enhance conservation of native species 
and recreational fisheries. Table on page two shows 
amounts stocked. We greatly appreciate all the support 
provided by staff from National and State hatcheries.  

Conducted the annual fish recovery in Dinwoody Canal 
following irrigation shutdown. Hundreds of trout and 
burbot were recovered and returned to Lower Dinwoody 
Lake.  

At the request of the Tribal Water Engineer, we conducted 
a review and assessment of the sub-agency fish ladder. 
Alternative design modifications are being 
developed to deal with excessive siltation that 
blocks fish exit from the ladder.   

Met with Craig Amadio, Lander regional 
fisheries supervisor, regarding Wind River 
sauger and potential future directions for the 
monitoring of this native species. We intend 
to conduct a collaborative spring survey in 
2021 to assess what proportion of adults on 
spawning grounds are of hatchery-origin. 
Stocking of hatchery-reared fingerlings 
occurred in 2013-2016. This survey will help 
determine how successful those stocking 
efforts were.  

Retrieved GPS collars from five doe mule deer 
located near Circle Ridge, Shotgun Creek, East 
Fork Sheep Creek, Meadow Creek, and Bull 
Lake Creek. Lack of evidence supporting a 
particular cause of mortality made it difficult 
to determine for all five does. One additional 
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2 For further information, please call 307-332-2159 or visit us at 170 North 1st St., Lander, WY. Pat Hnilicka (Project Leader 
and Wildlife Biologist), Mike Mazur (Fish Biologist), Mark Hogan (State Coordinator for Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Program). We thank you for your time reviewing this report. 

 

doe was illegally harvested off the reservation by a non-tribal individual in the East Fork area. Collar 
retrieval is part of a collaborative investigation by the Tribes, USFWS, University WY’s Migration 
Initiative, The Nature Conservancy, and BLM into migration patterns and survival of mule deer on 
Wind River.  

Completed annual bobcat harvest report covering the 2019/20 harvest season on Wind River. Harvest 
was 17 adults (12 males, 8 females) and was lower than the 38-year average of 25. This may be 
reflective of a lower abundance of cottontail rabbits, which bobcat populations often follow.    

Initiated process for hiring two Student Conservation 
Association interns for next summer’s High Elevation Lakes 
Fishery Assessment. 

Coordinated with NRCS, BIA, Tribal Fish & Game and The 
Nature Conservancy regarding a proposal for a NRCS 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program that will 
provide collaborative funding for terrestrial habitat 
improvements on Wind River.   

Registered one bighorn sheep pickup head from the Owl 
Creek Mountains. As of yet, no tribal hunters have brought 
in a bighorn for registration from this fall’s season.  

 
           

        Number of trout and grayling stocked on Wind River in 2020 

Species 3-4 inch  
Helicopter Stocked 

6-8 inch Catchables 
Stocked 

Snake River Cutthroat   10,035 
Yellow Cutthroat 10,200 10,041 
Rainbow Trout   51,173 
Tiger Trout    2,486   9,152 
Brook Trout   2,800  
Grayling   6,000  

 
 
November 2020 proposed activities: 

Investigate mortality sites and retrieve deer & elk GPS collars as needed.  

Continue monthly trumpeter swan survey. 

 
December 2020 proposed activities:  

 
Conduct ground surveys for GPS-collared mule deer to assess fawn production.  

Investigate mortality sites and retrieve mule deer & elk GPS collars as needed.  

Continue monthly trumpeter swan survey. 


