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Mitigation/Recreational Fish Production: 
 

• Fall fish stocking started later than normal due to non-COVID related illness that our 
only CDL driver (Dominic Giordullo) came down with.  However, our friends from 
Jones Hole NFH came October 13, bringing two CDL drivers (Travis Anderson and 
Grant Raasakka) with one of their trucks and the other driver to drive our truck. We were 
notified that Grant’s Grandfather passed from COVID and he had to leave for Michigan 
after just one load.  Dominic felt better and resumed fish stocking duties.  A big portion 
of the fall stocking that goes over Red Mountain Pass into New Mexico and Southern 
Colorado was completed before Travis went back to Jones Hole NFH.  The rest of our 
fall fish stocking was finish in November by Dominic. We had 24 stocking trips total. 

 
 
Fish Stocking for October/November totaled 224,529 trout weighing 64,359 pounds distributed 
as follows: 

 
 
Below table shows fish currently on station at the end of November. 

Species Strain Number Weight Size/in Location 
RBT SSD-ENN-20 40,100 8,285 8 Heron Reservoir, NM 
RBT SSD-ENN-20 50,062 10,359 8 Navajo Reservoir, NM 
RBT SSD-ENN-20 11,979 2,480 8 Ridgeway Reservoir, CO 
RBT ARD-ENN-19 18,034 6,789 10 Ridgeway Reservoir, CO 
RBT ARD-ENN-19 20,150 6,500 10 Nighthorse Reservoir, CO 
RBT SSD-ENN-20 39,036 12,710 10 Blue Mesa, CO 
RBT ARD-ENN-19 45168 17,236 10 Blue Mesa, CO 
 Total 224,529 64,359   

Species Strain Number Weight Fish/lb. Size/in 
RBT SSD-WSS-20 253,600 14,970 16.94 5.28 

 TOTAL Fish 253,600 14,970   
 
RBT= Rainbow Trout: FLD= Fish Lake Domestic, SSD= Shasta Domestic, ARD=Arlee Domestic, HxH= Hofer x Harrison (Colorado Strain), 
BNT= Brown Trout: PRD=Plymouth Rock Domestic.   ENN- Ennis NFH, and WSS= White Sulphur Springs NFH.  
 
 
 Fish Health: 
 

• Last month younger fish in A & B banks started showing weird behavior like swimming 
in a cork screw configuration.  Mortality in these banks started to rise slightly.  We sent 
fish samples to Bozeman Fish Health Center and it was hard for them to find what the 
problem was.  Histology report showed signs of Bacterial Coldwater Disease and 
steatitis.  We ordered medicated feed to help with the Coldwater Disease and sent in feed 



samples to Abernathy Fish Technology Center, WA to see if fish food could be 
contributing to the steatitis.  Results from the fish food showed elevated signs of rancidity 
that can cause steatitis. This could have been due to the warmer summer heat and the 
longer duration that the food was kept on station.  In the future we will order fish feed 
that will be on station for no more than three months.   

 
Outreach 
 

• The hatchery was 
approached by Trent 
Hannafious (On the 
right) Vice President 
of the Montrose 
Trout Unlimited, to 
partner with the 
Hotchkiss High 
School for a Trout in 
the Classroom 
project.  Trout 
Unlimited supplied 
the aquarium and 
chiller, Hotchkiss 
NFH would supply 
the fish (~50 eggs). In October, Project Leader Eaton helped Trent and the Science 
Teacher, Michael Munoz (on the left), set up the aquarium and chiller.  Hotchkiss NFH 
will receive trout eggs from Ennis NFH in December and at that time will place them into 
the aquarium for the class to track trout development. 

 
 
Hatchery Maintenance 

 
• The hatchery crew is working on power washing raceways after fish fall stocking, 

making them ready for fish to be moved from upper A & B-banks to the lower C-E 
banks.  This will allow the fish to be reared in their final rearing densities until spring 
stocking.  In addition, the nursery egg jars were prepped and positioned on rearing tanks 
for fish egg deliveries in December. 

 
Sand Settling Basin Reconfigure Project.  Kissner, General Contractor Inc., were working 
on the zippered west end of the basin cover.  Regional Engineers teamed up with Stantec 
Engineers and determined the following:  1) A perforated drain line was needed to intercept 
the water that comes down the hill during a rain or snow melt event; 2) Install deflection 
plate and stem walls at the swale that drains the basin; 3) Install a 12” saddle tap and vent; 
and 4) Remove the 12” gate valve currently installed and replace with a 12” butterfly valve. 
This was approved by Regional Contracting Officer and work was completed by the end of 
November.     

 
      



 
 
Left: Deflection plate and stem 
wall needed to drain the sand 
settling basin.                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
Right: Saddle tap/vent and 12” 
butterfly valve.  Vent to release 
trapped air and valve to regulate 
production water going to the 
sand settling basin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hatchery Personnel: 
 
Current employees at Hotchkiss NFH are as follows: 
 
Craig Eaton – Project Leader 
Dominic Giordullo – Bio Science Tech 
Katelynn Russell- Bio Science Tech 
James Needham- Bio Science Tech  
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