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Grand Junction Interior Region 7

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office

 Highlights - October 2020
• Ouray National Fish Hatchery, Grand Valley Unit (Ouray NFH-GVU)

• October Activities:
• Yearly stocking of endangered Razorback Sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) into the San

Juan River completed for the year.
• Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (FWCO)

• October Activities:
• Humpback Chub monitoring concludes at Black Rocks on the Colorado River.
• Non-native fish removal on the Upper Colorado River complete for 2020.
• Redlands Diversion Dam and Grand Valley Water Users fish passages close for

winter.
• Seasonal staff off until spring.

• Coordination activities with partners update

A boat full of trammel nets heading down the Colorado River underway to Black Rocks near the Colorado/Utah 
border to conduct population estimates on endangered Humpback Chub, October 2020. Photo by Travis Francis USFWS.
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October 2020
Ouray National Fish Hatchery - Grand Valley Unit 
October Activities: Yearly stocking of endangered Razorback 
Sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) into San Juan river complete.
October 20- Ouray National Fish Hatchery-Grand Valley Unit (Ouray NFH-GVU) completed it’s

yearly stocking of endangered Razorback Sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) into the San Juan River 
near Four Corners for the 2020 field season. A total of 3,276 of these rare animals, averaging 358 millimeters (just over 
14inches), were stocked into the San Juan River as an effort to boost population numbers in the wild, which have been 
severely depleted in past decades. Roughly 600 Razorback Sucker were transported from Horsethief Canyon Native Fish 
Facility (HCNFF) over five different stocking events to locations near Bloomfield and Farmington, New Mexico, and 
Montezuma Creek, Utah. Razorback Sucker is an endangered fish, native to the Colorado and San Juan rivers, which it has 
inhabited for some 2-5 million years. They are found nowhere else on earth. Since 2015, Ouray NFH-GVU has raised and 
released over 20,000 of these unique animals back into their native habitats in the San Juan and Animas rivers.
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Number of Razorback Sucker delivered from                     
Ouray NFH-GVU to the San Juan River 2015 - 2020

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

2,060 4,102 4,120 4,812 3,2762,208

Yearly minimum Razorback Sucker stocking goal = 2,000

Number
103% 205% 206% 241% 164%110%% Goal

Outdoor grow-out ponds at Horsethief Canyon Native Fish Facility (HCNFF) near Fruita CO. This 22 pond facility raises upwards 
of 20,000 endangered fish annually to be stocked into the Upper Colorado, Gunnison and San Juan rivers.

Ben DeRidder gathers up Razorback Sucker from the 
“pond kettle” before loading them into the fish hauling 

vehicle truck for the San Juan River at Montezuma 
Creek, Utah, October 2020.

Aaron Mathews preparing to release Razorback Sucker downstream of 
PNM weir on the San Juan River near Farmington, New Mexico.

The only member of the genus Xyrauchen, Razorback Sucker 
have inhabited the San Juan River for 2-5 million years. 

Photo by Mike Gross USFWS.

Photo by Nathan Vargas USFWS.Photo by Mike Gross USFWS.

Photo by USFWS staff.
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October 2020
Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
October Activities: Humpback Chub sampling concludes 
at Black Rocks on the Upper Colorado River.

2020 Humpback Chub (Gila cypha) population monitoring to assess abundance, survival and transition rates in theOctober 23 - Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (Grand Junction FWCO) biologists finished up the

Upper Colorado River within the Ruby Horsethief Canyon area. Grand Junction FWCO biologists are optimistic about 
preliminary data, showing high catch rates of all life stages of Humpback Chub. The study began September 23 on the 
Colorado River, with sampling at and around Black Rocks, which is designated as Critical Habitat for Humpback Chub. 
Grand Junction FWCO biologists conducted four sampling passes and primarily utilized baited hoop nets and trammel 
nets. This ongoing study has been conducted since 1998 (two years of sampling followed by a two year rest period) and has 
documented recruitment of Gila cypha near Black Rocks in recent years. Photos by USFWS staff.

Connor Church, Andrew Disch, Lucas Laurita and Humpback Chub.

After acquiring all pertinent scientific information, Tyler Walton (Left) and Travis Francis (Right) are preparing to release 
numerous Humpback Chub back into the wild captured at Black Rocks on the Colorado River, October 2020. 

Humpback Chub have inhabited the
Colorado River for at least three million 

years, but have become highly endangered 
in a mere few decades due to loss of habitat 
and other cumulative anthropogenic causes 
and were subsequently listed as endangered 
in 1967. Black Rocks, near the CO/UT 
border holds some of the oldest exposed 
rock (Vishnu schist) along the Colorado 
River which dates to about 1.7 billion years 
ago. This same rock is exposed in certain 
sections of the Grand Canyon. The deep 
canyon habitat in the Black Rocks area is 
ideal for numerous Gila species.
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October 2020
Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
October Activities: Non-native ish removal wraps up on 
the Upper Colorado River.

October 23 - Grand Jct. FWCO wrapped up their non-native fish removal project for the 2020
field season. Some notable observations: The first untagged Tiger Muskie (Esox lucius × masquinongy) ever to 

be documented in the Colorado River near Moab, Utah was captured. Also, after experiencing a two-year population 
boom in Lake Powell, non-native Striped Bass (Morone Saxatilis) moved out of the lake and upstream into the 
Upper Colorado River in realtively large numbers in 2020, being collected as far upstream as Grand Junction, 
Colorado (a distance of more than 220 miles). Depending on the specific reach, crews from Grand Junction FWCO 
conducted 2-10 passes of non-native fish removal from Grand Junction, Colorado, to Potash, Utah. Below are the 
totals of all non-native fish species collected by GJ FWCO crews throughout the 2020 field season. Photos by USFWS staff.

Number of non-native fish captured on the Colorado River by GJ FWCO June 26 - October 23, 2020

Left: Justin Howard displaying a 
large untagged Tiger Muskie (Esox 

lucius × masquinongy) captured 
during October on the Colorado 

River near Moab, Utah (Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife stocks Muskie 
on the Western Slope of Colorado 

but all of those have Passive 
Integrated Transponder (PIT) 

tags). It is the first Tiger Muskie 
ever to be documented in this 
section of river. These large 
aggressive predatory fish are 

known for their long, sharp teeth 
and can reach lengths over 50 

inches. Right: Tyler Trump holding 
a well fed Smallmouth Bass 

captured downstream of Moab, Utah 
on the Colorado River.
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October 2020
Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
October Activities: Redlands Diversion Dam and Grand Valley 
Water Users Fish Passages close for winter.

Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (Grand Junction FWCO) closed  the Redlands
Diversion Dam (RDD) and Grand Valley Water Users (GVWU) fish passage operations for the winter months. They will

reopen just prior to next year's spring runoff. Grand Junction FWCO operates these two fish passage facilities daily from mid-
April through mid-October. Both are located near Grand Junction, Colorado. Redlands Diversion Dam Fish Passage is on the 
lower Gunnison River and Grand Valley Water Users Fish Passage is just upstream of Palisade, Colorado, on the Colorado 
River. These two structures are very important to the long term survival of numerous native fish species, expanding their range 
by 44 miles on the Colorado River and by 50 miles on the Gunnison River. The GVWU Fish Passage had to close on July 16th, 
due to severe drought, resulting in very low instream flows. The RDD fish passage closed for the season October 7th. Below are 
the total numbers of fish that utilized these two fish passages during the 2020 season.

Number of fish to enter Redlands Diversion Dam Fish Passage - Gunnison River
End of Season Totals: May 18, 2020 - October 7, 2020

Number of fish to enter Grand Valley Water Users Fish Passage - Colorado River
End of Season Totals: May 19, 2020 - July 16, 2020
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October 2020
Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
October Activities: Seasonal staff seasonal staff off until 
spring.

October 23- Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (Grand Junction FWCO) seasonal
staff members Connor Church, Andrew Disch, Ben DeRidder, Justin Howard, Lucas Laurita, Tyler Trump, Nathan 

Vargas and Tyler Walton finished their appointments until field work recommences in spring of 2021. These dedicated 
employees put in an enormous amount of time, effort and sacrifice to help fulfill the U.S. Fish and Wildlife mission of 
conserving, protecting and enhancing fish populations for future generations of Americans to enjoy. They are often in the 
field in extremely remote areas for weeks at a time enthusiastically working through the blazing heat and sudden storms 
that happen all so often in the desert southwest. Grand Junction FWCO could not accomplish any of the conservation 
goals without these invaluable folks. We wish them a happy, healthy, productive off-season and hope to see them next 
year. Also, William Hilzer and Tyler Sexton ended work with Grand Junction FWCO in September 2020 to pursue 
permanent conservation-related jobs out of state. Congratulations and we wish you well in your careers. Photos by USFWS staff.

Tyler Trump and Ben DeRidder

Good job on a successful season !

Nathan Vargas

William HilzerTyler WaltonTyler Sexton

Andrew Disch Tyler Trump Justin Howard

Lucas Laurita Connor Church
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October 2020
Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office: 
October Activities: Coordination activities with partners.

10/1/2020:

Ouray NFH-GVU provided roughly 600 self-spawned Humpback Chub
 
    (Gila cypha)

Young-of-Year fingerlings from the Horsethief Canyon Native Fish Facility to  
David Ward of USGS's Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center to help with 
Channel Catfish predation studies, related to size and turbidity. In Photo: Brian Scheer USFWS.

Photo by Mike Gross USFWS.
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Colorado River near Palisade, Colorado. Photo by Mike Gross USFWS.

Grand Junction 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office

Staff

Project Leader - Dale Ryden
Administrative Officer - Vacant 42 months

Grand Junction FWCO Staff:
Fish Biologist - Darek Elverud 
Fish Biologist - Travis Francis 
Fish Biologist - Ben Schleicher

Biological Science Technician - Michael Berg

Ouray National Fish Hatchery - Grand Valley Unit Staff: 
Fish Biologist - Brian Scheer

Biological Science Technician - Haden VanWinkle
Biological Science Technician - Aaron Matthews

Biological Science Technician & Educational Outreach - Mike Gross
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 Grand Junction 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office

About Us

The Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office in
Grand Junction, Colorado (Formerly known as Colorado River 

Fishery Project, aka CRFP) consists of both a field office (FWCO) 
and an endangered fish hatchery, known as the Ouray National Fish 
Hatchery-Grand Valley Unit. 

The CRFP field office was established in 1979 to perform 
research and management actions aimed at helping recover four 

endangered fish species of the upper Colorado River basin: Razorback 
Sucker, Colorado Pikeminnow, Humpback Chub, and Bonytail. 

Ouray NFH-GVU was established in 1992 as CRFP’s 
endangered fish propagation center and currently produces over 

20,000 endangered Bonytail and Razorback Sucker annually.

The Grand Junction Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
works in the Colorado, Gunnison, San Juan and Yampa rivers in 

Colorado, Utah and New Mexico, as well as in Lake Powell in Utah.

Horsethief Canyon Native Fish Facility
Razorback Sucker Broodstock 500 (325mm-425mm)

Bonytail 5,000 (90mm-140mm)
24 Road Hatchery 

Razorback Sucker 13,000 (120mm-160mm)
Razorback Sucker 3,200 (80mm-100mm)

Bonytail 9,000 (110mm-140mm)

Ouray National Fish Hatchery - Grand Valley Unit
Current fish on station:

Colorado River near Fisher Towers, UT - Photo by Erik Kopperud USFWS




