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Pine Ridge Reservation and Rosebud Reservation, both in South Dakota, were stocked in late 
September with 6”-10” Rainbow trout. 

Seven Reservations have been stocked in 2020, stocking on tribal lands provide food and rec-
reation in economically depressed areas.

D.C. Booth is partnering with Idaho Fish and Game and the McNenny State Fish Hatchery (SD)
on an experimental  YY Brown trout broodstock project. 1,000 4” YY Brown trout  were trans-
ferred to D.C. Booth in July and will remain on site for 2-3 years.

As auxiliary duties, Carlos serves as the National Broodstock Coordinator and also represents 
Legacy Region 6 on the Hatchery Operations Work Group (HOWG).

Fish Culture - Tribal Trust

Fish Culture - Miscellaneous

Left: Mitch and a volunteer conduct a sample count in 
preparation of the next days stocking trip. 

Above: Ready to roll - the new Ford F350 is all set to 
go with a newly fabricated 400 gallon single compart-
ment distribution tank in the truck bed. This set-up will 
be better suited for stocking remote waters with rough 
or no access roads.



National Fish & Aquatic Conservation Archives
•	 Repainting of Bureau of Fisheries Rail Car #3 is complete! The detail work took over 100 

hours to hand paint and it looks fantastic.

•	 Submitted article and corresponding photos to NCTC for the 2021 Conservation Journal. 
The article summarizes 150 years of fisheries work by FAC and highlights photos from the 
collection.

•	 April and Mitch spent several days cleaning out one of the historic stone garages. The ga-
rage is used for storage of oversized fisheries artifacts that are too large to fit inside the Col-
lection Management Building, such as circular rearing tanks and  raceway troughs. It had 
been many years since the garage received a deep clean. Mitch and April rebuilt shelving 
and made space for additional items. They swept, mopped and carefully cleaned arti-
facts and disposed of excess items that had been stored in the garage over the years. 

•	 Removed the darkroom door  from the lab space. The darkroom has not been used as a 
darkroom for processing photos for many years. Offered the darkroom door to the Spear-
fish High School Art Department as they still teach traditional film photography. They hap-
pily accepted the door.

•	 Routine environmental monitoring and pest control of collection storage and exhibit areas. 
Routine cleaning of the archives, museum and other exhibits. 

•	 Responded to numerous individual and agency research requests.

•	 Started pulling and scanning historic images of D.C. Booth HNFH for use in 2021 during the 
hatchery’s 125th anniversary.

•	 Heritage Committee calls & duties in-
clude but are not limited to: Artifacts 
Subcommittee, 150th Subcommittee, 
150th Design team, and FWS curators 
call.

•	 Had first call with Formations, Inc. the 
company selected to design exhibits for 
an upgrade in the Von Bayer Museum 
of Fish Culture. 

Above: Mitch had to use the Bobcat to move 
several of the items that were too heavy for 
Mitch and April to move by hand.

Left: April doing a final sweep of the newly 
re-organized and clean garage. The garage 
holds historic distrubution tanks, throughs, etc.

Background pic: Mitch adjusting one of the 
shelves to accomodate a circular rearing 
tank.



• Wired new truck for fish transport aerators.
• Prepped old truck for GSA sale.
• Attended Volunteer Appreciation dinner.
• Replaced gable vents in gift shop that sus-

tained hail damage in the June storm.
• Worked with Booth Society and volunteers to

coordinate fall grounds clean up.
• Start clean up in proposed area for new shop

building.
• Removed the original glass storm windows

from museum for repair. Many have broken
panes from the June hail storm.

• Conducted outdoor tours for 150 1st graders.
• Stocked Pine Ridge and Rosebud tribal wa-

ters.

Right: Mitch gave outdoor tours to multiple groups of 
Spearfish 1st graders.

Facility Operations

Visitor Services & Outreach
On Oct. 1, the last traveling RV volunteer couple pulled out and headed south for the winter. 
Six volunteer couples spent the season in Volunteer Village while donating time and labor to 
D.C. Booth.

The summer RV volunteers were from around the nation and helped us out all summer with 
greeting the public and answering questions (while practicing social distancing) and as-
sisting with grounds upkeep such as gardening, mowing lawns, etc. We are grateful to our 
volunteers for being flexible during this difficult time, adhering to the safety protocols, all the 
projects they helped com-
plete and most importantly, 
being friendly and helpful 
spokespersons for the hatch-
ery by welcoming the public 
to the grounds. 

Historic venues remained 
closed all summer but the 
volunteers greeted visitors 
outside and performed out-
side duties.

Thank you to our incredible 
traveling RV volunteers!



Community Support
The weekend of September 19th and 
20th marked the 7th Annual Black Hills 
Beer Run. The event was originally can-
celed due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. After receiving numerous requests 
to hold a virtual event, the event co-
ordinator Theresa Bibler organized it in 
that fashion. People posted photos of 
themselves doing a 5K course of their 
choice. There were many smiling faces 
and past Beer Run t-shirts in the photos. 
In all, over 70 people participated. 

Proceeds from the event are donated 
to the hatchery via the Booth Society. 

Above: A family that participated in the Virtual Beer Run 
shared this photo. They are posing at the hatchery entrance 
with a sign that reads, “We Love Our Hatchery.”

Scenes around the Hatchery 



~ Autumn Photos ~ 
By FWS employees Sam Stukel and April Gregory



Friends Group - Booth Society, Inc.
The Booth Society wrapped up another successful summer season on September 30th. De-
spite having less traveling RV volunteers (many canceled this spring due to uncertainty over 
the pandemic) and historic buildings closed (also due to the pandemic), the Booth Society 
sold a record breaking amount of fish food. Visitors could buy fish food outside and social 
distance outdoors while feeding fish and walking the nature trails and grounds. 

In September, Booth Society 
gift shop manager, Nan-
cy Cole, spent many hours 
with volunteers doing a “fall 
clean-up” of the hatchery 
grounds. They raked, pruned 
and weeded the various 
gardens. They even scrubbed 
the entry gazebo down and 
re-painted it! Many thanks to 
the Booth Society and all of 
the volunteers that helped 
out - the grounds are looking 
very spruced up. 

Planning, meetings and 
prepartions have begun for 
the 125th Anniversary of the 
D.C. Booth Historic National 
Fish Hatchery in 2021. 

Above and Right: The Booth Society Pond 
Shop has begun designing and ordering 
items specific to the 125th Anniversary of 
D.C. Booth.



Hatchery Staff

	   Carlos Martinez, Project Leader       			            Vacant, Fishery Biologist     
	   April Gregory, Curator of Collections & Exhibitions 	          Vacant, Archivist
	   Mitch Adams, Facility Operations Specialist                         Mike Stracco, Bio. Science Tech (part-time)

CALENDAR
Events

September 19 and 20 - Black Hills Beer Run - Fundraiser - Virtual Race
October 5-9 Scientific River Diving Safety Training - NCTC - Postponed

October 13-16 - Region 6 SCUBA Dive Team: Tiber Reservoir AIS Survey

Monthly Committee and Workgroup Calls
Hatchery Operations Work Group (HOWG) Call

Mountain-Prairie NFH Project Leaders Call
Monthly SD Game Fish and Parks Partnerships Meeting

YY Brown Trout Broodstock Update Meeting
FWS Curators Call

Heritage Committee Call
Artifacts Subcommittee Call (Heritage Committee)

FWS 150th Subcommittee Call (Heritage Committee)

COVID-19
According to Johns Hopkins researchers, for the second half of Septem-
ber, South Dakota has seen the nation’s second-highest number of new 
infections per capita (578 new cases per 100,000 people). Hatchery 
employees took extra safety precautions throughout the month of Sep-
tember and will continue to do so until case numbers go back down.
 
As of October 6, there were 4,179 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
South Dakota, which is up 1,449 cases from one month ago. 104 active cases are in Law-
rence County, which includes Deadwood, Lead and Spearfish.  

Numerous events, meetings, and trainings have been canceled or postponed in 2020.  FWS 
staff continue to perform mission critical duties at D.C. Booth while being cognizant of social 
distancing and isolation protocols.  

D.C. Booth’s museum and venues remain closed; hatchery grounds are open. The gift shop 
was open at limited capacity in September while following CDC Guidelines but is now closed 
for the season.  Public restrooms are also now closed for winter.


