What does the Utah prairie dog look
like?

Prairie dogs belong to the Sciuridae
family of rodents. Utah prairie dogs
are cinnamon in color with small
amounts of buff or blackish hairs.
Other distinguishing features of the
species are a black spot above the
eye, a brown cheek patch, and the
last half of their tails are white.
Utah prairie dogs range in length
from 10 to 16 inches while their
tails are 1 to 3 inches long. Adult
prairie dogs weigh 1 to 3 pounds,
however males tend to weigh more
than females and their weight
varies by season.

How do Utah prairie dogs spend time?
Utah prairie dogs are organized
into social groups called clans,
consisting of an adult male, several
adult females, and their offspring.
Each clan maintains its own burrow
system and defends their food
resources. One or more clans form a
colony. Utah prairie dogs
predominantly eat plants, though
they are opportunistic and will eat
meat and insects.

Prairie dogs spend 4-6 months
underground each year during the
winter months. The dogs emerge in
the spring and mating begins
within a few days. After a gestation
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period of 30 days, females have one
litter per year with 1-7 pups. The
pups emerge when they are 5 to 6
weeks old and by fall they reach
adult size.

Where does the Utah prairie dog
occur?

There are five species of prairie
dogs that have non-overlapping
geographic ranges. Utah prairie
dogs are found in the central and
southwestern quarter of Utah.
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They occur at 6,200 to 9,180 feet
above sea level. Significant
concentrations of Utah prairie dogs
occur in three areas, called
Recovery Units: the Awapa
Plateau; the Paunsaugunt; and the
West Desert.

Utah prairie dogs occur in semiarid
shrub-steppe and grassland
habitats, preferring swale type
formations where moist vegetation
is available during drought periods.
Deep and well-drained soils are also
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important factors in the location of
Utah prairie dog colonies and to
protect them from predators and
environmental extremes.

What is the Legal Status of the Utah
prairie dog under the Endangered
Species Act?

The Utah prairie dog was listed as
an endangered species on June 4,
1973. Subsequently, Utah prairie
dog populations increased in
portions of their range, and on
May 29, 1984, the species was
reclassified as threatened with a
special rule to allow regulated take
of the species. This special rule
was amended on June 14, 1991 to
increase the amount of regulated
take allowed throughout the
species’ range. Additionally, the
rule was amended on September 4,
2012 to support our overall
recovery efforts and to gain local
community support.

Why does the Utah prairie dog need
protection?

The species remains vulnerable to
several serious threats, such as
habitat loss and fragmentation, and
plague. Approximately 70% of all
known Utah prairie dogs occur on
private lands, the same lands that
are prioritized for development.
Plague occurs across the entire
range of the species and has the
potential to limit growth rates, and
reduce or extirpate colonies.

What have we done to recover the
Utah prairie dog?

Through working with our partners
on recovery efforts for the species,
recent Utah prairie dog population
trends appear to be stable to
increasing.

In 2010, a public-private
partnership called the Utah Prairie
Dog Recovery Implementation
Program (UPDRIP) was formed.

population monitoring, habitat
improvement projects,
translocations, and public outreach.

More Information
To learn more about the Utah
prairie dog and conservation efforts

®&| on behalf of the species, please visit
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This program coordinates the
recovery of the species while
balancing and accommodating other
land uses.

The revised recovery plan for the
species was completed in 2012.
This new plan recognizes the need
to improve recovery on federal
lands, while also increasing our
efforts towards non-federal
conservation approaches—e.g.,
using tools such as safe harbor
agreements, conservation banks,
conservation easements, and fee
title acquisitions with willing
landowners.

What do we need to do to recover the
Utah prairie dog?

We need to continue to work
proactively with Federal, State,
and private partners to improve
the status of the species by
addressing habitat loss and
fragmentation, and plague. As the
majority of Utah prairie dog
habitat occurs on private lands, the
recovery of the species is
dependent on conserving this
habitat, as well as Federal lands.
Furthermore, continued funding is
needed to advance plague research
priorities. Additionally, we need to
implement on-going recovery
efforts such as surveys and
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the following sites:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

) Endangered Species Program’s

website contains Federal Register
notices and recovery documents:

www.fws.gov/endangered

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Information, Planning and
Conservation (IPaC) System is a
resource project proponents can
use to find out about sensitive
resources within the vicinity of a
proposed project: ecos.fws.gov/ipac

The Utah Field Office’s website
contains species leads and
important information regarding
federally listed species in the state:
www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice

The Utah Prairie Dog Recovery
Implementation Program
(UPDRIP) website provides
updated information on prairie dog
partnership recovery efforts:
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/

updrip/

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 6

PO Box 25486

Denver Federal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225

Utah Field Office
(801) 975 - 3330
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