
 

 

What does the Utah prairie dog look 
like?  
Prairie dogs belong to the Sciuridae 
family of rodents. Utah prairie dogs 
are cinnamon in color with small 
amounts of buff or blackish hairs.  
Other distinguishing features of the 
species are a black spot above the 
eye, a brown cheek patch, and the 
last half of their tails are white.  
Utah prairie dogs range in length 
from 10 to 16 inches while their 
tails are 1 to 3 inches long.  Adult 
prairie dogs weigh 1 to 3 pounds, 
however males tend to weigh more 
than females and their weight 
varies by season.  

How do Utah prairie dogs spend time?  
Utah prairie dogs are organized 
into social groups called clans, 
consisting of an adult male, several 
adult females, and their offspring.  
Each clan maintains its own burrow 
system and defends their food 
resources. One or more clans form a 
colony. Utah prairie dogs 
predominantly eat plants, though 
they are opportunistic and will eat 
meat and insects.   
 

Prairie dogs spend 4-6 months 
underground each year during the 
winter months. The dogs emerge in 
the spring and mating begins 
within a few days. After a gestation 

period of 30 days, females have one 
litter per year with 1-7 pups. The 
pups emerge when they are 5 to 6 
weeks old and by fall they reach 
adult size. 
 
Where does the Utah prairie dog 
occur?  
There are five species of prairie 
dogs that have non-overlapping 
geographic ranges. Utah prairie 
dogs are found in the central and 
southwestern quarter of Utah.  

They occur at 6,200 to 9,180 feet 
above sea level. Significant 
concentrations of Utah prairie dogs 
occur in three areas, called  
Recovery Units: the Awapa 
Plateau; the Paunsaugunt; and the 
West Desert.   
 

Utah prairie dogs occur in semiarid 
shrub-steppe and grassland 
habitats, preferring swale type 
formations where moist vegetation 
is available during drought periods.  
Deep and well-drained soils are also 
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important factors in the location of 
Utah prairie dog colonies and to 
protect them from predators and 
environmental extremes.  
 
What is the Legal Status of the Utah 
prairie dog under the Endangered 
Species Act? 
The Utah prairie dog was listed as 
an endangered species on June 4, 
1973.  Subsequently, Utah prairie 
dog populations increased in 
portions of their range, and on 
May 29, 1984, the species was 
reclassified as threatened with a 
special rule to allow regulated take 
of the species.  This special rule 
was amended on June 14, 1991 to 
increase the amount of regulated 
take allowed throughout the 
species’ range.  Additionally, the 
rule was amended on September 4, 
2012 to support our overall 
recovery efforts and to gain local 
community support.   
 
Why does the Utah prairie dog need 
protection? 
The species remains vulnerable to 
several serious threats, such as 
habitat loss and fragmentation, and 
plague. Approximately 70% of all 
known Utah prairie dogs occur on 
private lands, the same lands that 
are prioritized for development.    
Plague occurs across the entire 
range of the species and has the 
potential to limit growth rates, and 
reduce or extirpate colonies.   
 
What have we done to recover the 
Utah prairie dog? 
Through working with our partners 
on recovery efforts for the species, 
recent Utah prairie dog population 
trends appear to be stable to 
increasing.   
 

In 2010, a public-private 
partnership called the Utah Prairie 
Dog Recovery Implementation 
Program (UPDRIP) was formed.  

This program coordinates the 
recovery of the species while 
balancing and accommodating other 
land uses. 
 

The revised recovery plan for the 
species was completed in 2012.  
This new plan recognizes the need 
to improve recovery on federal 
lands, while also increasing our 
efforts towards non-federal 
conservation approaches—e.g., 
using tools such as safe harbor 
agreements, conservation banks, 
conservation easements, and fee 
title acquisitions with willing 
landowners.    
 
What do we need to do to recover the 
Utah prairie dog? 
We need to continue to work 
proactively with Federal, State, 
and private partners to improve 
the status of the species by 
addressing habitat loss and 
fragmentation, and plague.  As the 
majority of Utah prairie dog 
habitat occurs on private lands, the 
recovery of the species is 
dependent on conserving this 
habitat, as well as Federal lands.  
Furthermore, continued funding is 
needed to advance plague research 
priorities.  Additionally, we need to 
implement on-going recovery 
efforts such as surveys and 

population monitoring, habitat 
improvement projects, 
translocations, and public outreach. 
 
More Information 
To learn more about the Utah 
prairie dog and conservation efforts 
on behalf of the species, please visit 
the following sites:  
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Program’s 
website contains Federal Register 
notices and recovery documents: 
www.fws.gov/endangered  
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Information, Planning and 
Conservation (IPaC) System is a 
resource project proponents can 
use to find out about sensitive 
resources within the vicinity of a 
proposed project: ecos.fws.gov/ipac  
 
The Utah Field Office’s website 
contains species leads and 
important information regarding 
federally listed species in the state: 
www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice  
 
The Utah Prairie Dog Recovery 
Implementation Program 
(UPDRIP) website provides 
updated information on prairie dog 
partnership recovery efforts: 
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/
updrip/ 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
PO Box 25486  
Denver Federal Center  
Denver, Colorado 80225  
 

Utah Field Office 
(801) 975 - 3330  
 

June 2013 
 

 

Region 6 Mountain-Prairie Region 

© Laura Romin and Larry Dalton    

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/�
http://www.fws.gov/utahfieldoffice�
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/updrip/�
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/updrip/�
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/updrip/�
http://www.suu.edu/ad/regional/updrip/�


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


