CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROPOSAL – Fiscal Year 2008

Station:__Huron Wetland Management District__  
Date:__October 23, 2007___

Phone: _________________________ Submitted by: _______________________

Project Leader Signature: _____________________________________

Project Description:  Pulling Together - Noxious Weed Control Initiative – Hand County SD 
This project is aimed at reducing the spread of noxious weeds, mainly Canada thistle on Waterfowl Production Areas (WPAs) in the North Central Weed Management Area (NCWMA). In 2006 the Dakota Central Weed Management Area was formed.  Subsequently, they received a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Pulling Together Grant that is aimed at reducing the spread of Canada thistle and other noxious weeds, and improving upland nesting habitat and biodiversity within Hand, McPherson, Faulk and Edmonds counties of South Dakota. Hand County lies within the Huron Wetland Management District. Total grant dollars awarded to the NCWMA include $181,600 in grants and in kind services for 2007 and 2008. The NCWM is currently applying for additional grant money to continue making progress in 2008.  The Hand County Weed board has been an active participant in the NCWMA and they are a cooperator  in this CCS proposal.  In 2007 the NCWMA distributed $81,200  to private land owners to control noxious weeds in pasture lands within the NCWMA counties.  As of today, for the 2008 weed season the NCWMA has received grants for $8,700 from the SD Weed and Pest Commission and Hand County has received an additional $2,000 from the SD Weed and Pest Commission.

The Weed Boards in each of the counties are responsible for controlling weeds in the right-of-ways in the county, including those surrounding WPAs.  The weed boards also contracts with many private landowners to spray entire tracts of private land, many of which lie next to WPAs within the county.   Many of these lands that are contracted to be sprayed, are owned by non-resident landowners.  These landowners purchased their property adjacent to our WPA’s so they could take advantage of the wildlife benefits they provide.  Federal agencies are not listed as receivers of the Pulling Together Initiative Grant, and therefore we are seeking CCS monies in order to make the goals of the Weed Management Area a reality  

Goals:
1. The Weed Management Area, specifically the Hand County weed board efforts to control Canada thistle on neighboring lands and right-of-ways, should in turn reduce the amount of effort Huron WMD uses to conduct and control Canada thistle on FWS properties.
2. By combining our efforts with the local weed board and weed management area participants, we will have a much more effective program.
3. Education and increased communication on the stations efforts to control noxious weeds.  One of the goals of the NCWMA is to show other counties outside of the NCWMA that if all parties work together for a common goals of decreasing the spread of noxious weeds, more grants and funding are available for completion of a common goal.

Benefits: 

1. Improved weed control, nesting habitat, and biodiversity on public and private lands.

2. Improved relations with neighboring landowners, the visiting public and local weed boards.

3. Increased visibility that the FWS is an active member of the community, and believes in good land stewardship.
________________________________________________________________________

Funding Proposal: FWS $___15,000______ 

Identified and Potential Partners - and their contributions in dollars or in-kind

PARTNER                                                                                   CONTRIBUTIONS
1) Hand County Weed Board    




$122,000
2)

3)

4)

________________________________________________________________________

Special Considerations:  Multiple partners are a part of the Weed Management Area which includes:  local participating  landowners, 4 county weed boards (Hand, McPherson, Faulk and Edmonds), South Dakota Department of Agriculture,  South Dakota School and Public Lands, Pheasants Forever, the Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, South Dakota, Cooperative Extension Service, South Dakota Game Fish and Parks, Dakota Central RC&D, Center for Invasive Plant Management, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Madison and Sand Lake WMD), USDA Animal Plant Health and Inspection Service and 4 local conservation Districts(Hand, McPherson, Faulk and Edmonds).

IF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED - PRIORITY OF PROPOSAL __1__


