CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROPOSAL – Fiscal Year 2008

Station:____Waubay NWR Complex_______________  
        Date:_____10/26/2007_______

Phone: _____________________         Submitted by: _______________________

Project Leader Signature: _      __________________________________________
Project Description:
  Prescribed Burning and Monitoring to Renovate Native Prairie and Reduce Hazardous Fuels
This proposal would provide partial funding for a seasonal fire technician (GS-0455-02/05) to conduct prescribed burning during the short window of opportunity in April through early June and to conduct vegetation and fuels monitoring on selected burn units within the district but will concentrate efforts on native tallgrass units.  The need for this position is to fill a void in burning and monitoring on the federal lands that are within the Prairie Coteau Habitat Partnership (PCHP) geographic area.  This group was started over six years ago and our main purpose is to add fire back to the remaining tallgrass prairie ecosystem.  The partnership is a combination of private landowners, non-profit conservation organizations, state and federal organizations and state universities.   All of the PCHP participants were engaged in prescribed fire, monitoring the effects or both activities last year.  They have similar plans for this year and have asked that more extensive monitoring be started on the federal burns so that all of the research will be comparable.  In order to accomplish this we need this funding to allow for additional acres burned and especially for more extensive monitoring to evaluate post-burns. Increased effort on the part of the USFWS will improve understanding of the benefits prescribed burning has in the tall-grass prairie ecosystem.

In 2007 the Nature Conservancy conducted 14 burns with 13 different private landowners for a total of 1,700 acres.  The SD Game Fish & Parks conducted 12 burns for a total of 440 acres, SDSU has two graduate students monitoring fire effects on private lands and state properties and TNC is conducting prescribed burns and monitoring fire effects on their properties.  Waubay was only able to conduct three burns within our WMD boundary in 2007 and the fire effects monitoring that was completed is not compatible with the other research being conducted by the PCHP.   All of the PCHP members are contributing funding for prescribed fire and monitoring but only SDGF&P’s has funding that is not tied to some federal funding.  Their plan is to burn similar acres in 2008 and their match is in-kind funding (listed below).
The prairie vegetation in the Northern Great Plains is adapted to periodic fires to maintain biological diversity and integrity.   Historically, the prairie burned approximately every 3-5 years.  Without fire, native prairie becomes choked with old matted grass, the native species are out competed by invasive species, and undesirable woody vegetation increases.  This translates into decreased suitability for ground nesting birds, decreased nesting success and a loss of native biodiversity.  Additionally, without the regular return of fire to a landscape, fuels in the grass litter and duff layer can build up to a level that becomes hazardous and increases potential for wildfires and resistance to control.

Our fire district is comprised of two ND stations (Kulm WMD and Tewaukon NWR) and two SD stations (Sand Lake NWR and Waubay NWR) and burn approximately 20 units for 4000 acres per year.  The fire district also assists and has agreements with both state and local agencies to conduct burning for habitat renovation.   Federal, state and private (NGO) agencies are all facing reduced funding for prescribed burning.  Partnering has become a very good way to meet Service and other agencies’ habitat goals and objectives.   Part of the project would include vegetation and fuel loading monitoring to evaluate whether habitat goals and objectives were being met. 
“Fulfilling the Promise” recommendation WH8: Develop refuge inventory and monitoring plans to ensure that refuges use standard protocols to develop baseline and trends data for selected species groups and habitats that are indicators of biological integrity, diversity, and environmental health.

________________________________________________________________________

Funding Proposal: FWS $__12,000______ 

Identified and Potential Partners - and their contributions in dollars or in-kind

PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS
1)     South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks…………….
$ 21,000 (in-kind)
________________________________________________________________________

Special Considerations:

This proposal would benefit portions of four stations (Waubay NWR, SD; Kulm WMD, ND; Tewaukon NWR, ND and Sand Lake WMD, ND) as part of the combined Mid-Dakota Fire District.  
This proposal would also allow more joint burning and monitoring projects between private, state and federal agencies.

IF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED - PRIORITY OF PROPOSAL ______


