CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROPOSAL – Fiscal Year 2008

Station:___ND Education Team – Audubon NWR____  
Date:__10/25/07__________

Phone: _________Submitted by: ______________

Project Leader Signature: _________________________________

Project Name and Description: 
Wetland Ecology and Conservation Education Project
The North Dakota Education team plans to focus on wetland conservation and protection through three education projects.  The first project is wetland teacher’s workshops in the Devils Lake and Valley City school district.  The Devils Lake area has one of the highest wetland easement violation rates and wetland drainage rates in the state followed closely by Valley City WMD.   Currently, wetland education in the school district is minimal to none.  The ND Education team would like to conduct wetland teacher workshops in the Devils Lake and Valley City school districts.  The workshops would be held at Sully’s Hill National Game Preserve and utilize the talents of the Devils Lake WMD and Sully’s Hill NGP staff and at the Valley City Fish Hatchery and WMD office.  The target audience would be elementary teachers for both workshops.
Goals

1)  Develop a teacher’s workshop that incorporates appropriate ND educational standards into the activities and programs.
2)  Introduce Devils Lake and Valley City school district elementary educators to the US Fish & Wildlife Service, the National Wildlife Refuge System, and the Devils Lake WMD and their purpose and missions.

3)  Encourage educators to bring their students out onto Service lands to provide hands-on and outdoor learning opportunities.

4)  Increase the amount and quality of wetland ecology and conservation education in Devils Lake and Valley City area schools

5)  Develop relationships with area teachers to expand educational opportunities for students.

6)  Increase the number of teacher lead activities and opportunities on Service lands and in the classroom.

7)  Evaluate workshops on the number of teachers who utilize the materials and curriculum in their classrooms, the number of students they reach and how many take the opportunity to bring their classes out onto Service lands.

The second and third wetland projects are to utilize the annual Keep North Dakota Clean program and the ND Jr Duck Stamp program to promote wetland conservation through the sciences and visual arts.   Both programs will focus on wetland ecology and wetland conservation.  The Keep ND Clean program reaches over 1500 – 4th graders and the ND Jr Duck Stamp program reaches an average of 700 students (K-12).  Both of these programs are state-wide programs and the Jr Duck Stamp program is a national effort by the FWS.
Goals:


1)  Incorporate appropriate ND educational standards into both programs.


2)  Introduce North Dakota educators and students to the US Fish & Wildlife 


Service and the National Wildlife Refuge System; their purpose and missions.


3)  Develop consistent and targeted messages for the students on wetland ecology and 


conservation.

________________________________________________________________________

Funding Proposal: FWS $_ 20,000_______ 


Teacher’s Workshop - $8,000 x 2 workshops = $16,000

Keep ND Clean Program - $ 2,000


ND Jr Duck Contest - $2,000

Identified and Potential Partners - and their contributions in dollars or in-kind

PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS
1)  Devils Lake School District……………………… $ 3,000 in-kind 

2)  Valley City School District………………………. $ 3,000 in-kind
3)  Prairie Pothole Partners…………………………... $ 4,000 in-kind labor & materials
4)  Friends of Sully’s Hill……………………………. $ 4,000 in-kind labor & materials
5)  Red River Area Sportsmen……………………….. $    500 funding
6)  NoDak Sportsmen Club…………………………... $    500 funding

7)  American Foundation for Wildlife ………………. $    500 funding

8)  Cass County Wildlife club………………………... $    250 funding

9)  ND Chapter of the Wildlife Society……………...  $    300 funding








    $ 1,000 in-kind labor

10)  Cogswell Gun Club…………….………………..  $    150 funding

11)  ND Game & Fish Department……………….….. $  5,000 in-kind materials, advertising

12)  Ducks Unlimited………………………………… $  1,000 in-kind materials

13)  Keep North Dakota Clean, Inc…………………..  $  8,000 funding

Total = $21,000 in-kind labor & materials, $10,200 in funding

Special Considerations:

This is a statewide project that will impact all North Dakota field stations.  The Education team plans on conducting wetland teacher workshops throughout the state over the next five years.  Priority will be given to areas with high wetland conversion rates and controversial wetland issues.
The waterfowl breeding area in the prairie pothole area is a priority ecosystem for the US Fish & Wildlife Service and Region 6.

The increase of farm commodities has accelerated the conversion of grasslands and wetlands to farm production.   North Dakota’s highly productive waterfowl breeding areas are in serious jeopardy of conversion.  Education is one tool that can be used to reach long term habitat conservation goals.
IF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED - PRIORITY OF PROPOSAL ___1__
