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APPENDICES

Appendix A.  List of plant species for Benton Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Great Falls, Montana.

Category Common Name Scientific Name Family Native Exotic  

Robust Emergents
 Beaked sedge Carex rostrata Cyperaceae x 
 Common cattail Typha latifolia Typhaceae x
 Lesser cattail Typha angustifolia Typhaceae x
 Hardstem bulrush Scirpus acutus Cyperaceae x

Sedge/Rush
 Alkali bulrush Scirpus maritimus Cyperaceae x
 Common spikerush Eleocharis palustris Cyperaceae x
 Needle leaf rush Carex eleocharis Cyperaceae x
 Sharp bulrush Scirpus pungens Cyperaceae x
 Water knotweed Polygonum amphibium Polygonaceae x
 Wooly sedge Carex lanuginosa Cyperaceae x

Seasonal Herbaceous
American sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne Poaceae x

 Common orache Atriplex patula Chenopodiaceae x
 Creeping foxtail Alopecurus arundinaceus Poaceae x
 Curley dock Rumex crispus Polygonaceae x
 Foxtail barley Hordeum jabatum Poaceae x
 Golden dock Rumex maritimus Polygonaceae x
 Inland saltgrass Distichlis spicata Poaceae x
 Meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis Poaceae  x
 Narrowleaf Cottonwood Populus angustifolia Salicaceae x
 Prairie cordgrass Spartina pectinata Poaceae x
 Red glasswort Salicornia rubra Chenopodiaceae x

 Reed canarygrass Phalaris arundinacea Poaceae  x
 Sandbar willow Salix exigua Salicaceae x
 Tufted hairgrass Deschampsia cespitosa Poaceae x 
 Willow dock Rumex salicifolius Polygonaceae  x

Wet Grassland  
 Canada thistle Cirisium arvense Asteraceae  x
 Fivehook bassia Bassia hyssopifolia Chenopodiaceae  x
 Lambsquarter Chenopodium album Chenopodiaceae  x
 Marsh aster Aster hesperius Asteraceae  x

 Poison hemlock Conium maculatum Apiaceae  x
 Poverty weed Iva axillaris Asteraceae x
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Appendix A. (cont’d)

Category Common Name Scientific Name Family Native Exotic  

 Rabbitfoot polypogon Polypogon monspeliensis Poaceae  x
 Summer cypress Kochia scoparia Chenopodiaceae  x
 Western wheatgrass Agropyron smithii Poaceae x

Upland Grassland 
 Alfalfa Medicago sativa Fabaceae  x

 American vetch Vicia americana Fabaceae x
 Bahia Picradeniopsis oppositifolia Asteraceae x
 Bearded wheatgrass Agropyron caninum Poaceae     x
 Biscuit Root Lomatium macrocarpum Apiaceae x
 Bluebunch wheatgrass Agropyron spicatum Poaceae x
 Blue grama Bouteleloua gracilis Poaceae x
 Blue spruce Picea pungens Pinaceae  x
 Broom snakeweed Guiterrezia sarothrae Asteraceae x
 Caragana Caragana arborescens Fabaceae  x
 Cheatgrass Bromus tectorum Poaceae  x
 Clover Trifolium spp. Fabaceae  x
 Clubmoss Salaginella densa Lycopodiaceae x
 Common plantain Plantago major Poaceae  x
 Common sunflower Helianthus annuus Asteraceae  x
 Common willow-herb Epilobium cilliatum Onagraceae  x
 Crested wheat grass Agropyron cristatum Poaceae  x
 Curlycup gumweed Grindelia squarrosa Asteraceae x
 Daisy fleabane Erigeron spp. Asteraceae x
 Dandelion Taraxacum officinale Asteraceae  x
 Elm Ulmus spp. Salicaceae x
 Field Chickweed Cerastium arvense Capparaceae x
 Field penny cress Thiaspi arvense Brassicaceae     x 
 Field milk-thistle Sonchus arvensis Asteraceae  x
 Fixweed tansymustard Descuraiania sophia Brassicaceae  x
 Fringed sagewort Artemsia frigid Asteraceae x
 Goatsbeard Traopogon dubius Asteraceae   x
 Golden pea Thermopsis rhombifolia Fabaceae x
 Green needlegrass Stipa viridula Poaceae x
 Ground plum milk vetch Astragalus crassicarpus Fabaceae x
 Hairy goldaster Chrysopsis villosa Asteraceae x
 Health aster Aster ericoides Asteraceae x
 Honeysuckle Lonicera maackii Caprifoliaceae  x
 Hood’s phlox  Phlox hoodii Polenoniaceae x
 Intermediate wheatgrass Elytrigia intermedia Poaceae x
 Japanese brome Bromus japonicas Poaceae  x
 Kentucky bluegrass Poa pratensis Poaceae  x
 Lilac Syrinigia vulgaris L. Oleaceae  x
 Loeselii tumblemustard Sisymbrium loeselii Brassicaceae  x
 Milk vetch Astragalus spp. Fabaceae  x
 Musk thistle Carduus natans Asteraceae  x
 Nuttal’s alkaligrass Puccinellia nuttaliana Poaceae x 
 Nuttal’s sagebrush Atriplex nutallii Chenopodiaceae x
 Needle and thread Stipa comata Poaceae x
 Plains coreopsis Coreopsis tinctoria Asteraceae  x
 Poverty weed Iva axillaris Asteraceae x
 Prairie june grass Koeleria macrantha Poaceae x
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Appendix A. (cont’d)

Category Common Name Scientific Name Family Native Exotic  

 Prickly lettuce 
 Prickly pear cactus 
 Prickly sowthistle 
 Pussy toes 
 Quackgrass 
 Rabbit brush 
 Rayless alkali aster 
 Red top 
 Rillscale 
 Russian olive 
 Russian wildrye 
 Salsify 
 Sandbergs bluegrass 
 Sandcherry 
 Scarlet globemallow 
 Smooth brome 
 Slender wheatgrass 
 Strawberry blite 
 Tall fescue 
 Tickle-grass 
 Tufted hairgrass 
 Tumble mustard 
 Twin Arnica 
 Western yarrow 
 White-prairie aster 
 Wild onion 
 Yellow alyssum 
 Yellow sweet clover 

Lactuca serriola 
Opuntia polyacantha 
Sonchus asper 
Antennaria neglecta 
Agropyron repens 
Chrysothamnus nauseosus 
Aster brachyactis 
Agrostis stolonifera 
Atriplex dioica 
Elaeagnus angustifolia 
Psathrostachys juncea 
Tragopogon dubis 
Poa secunda 
Prunus besseyi 
Sphaeraicea coccinea 
Bromus inermis 
Elymus trachycaulus 
Chenopodium capitatum 
Festuca arundinaceae 
Agrostis scabra 
Descampsia cerpitosa 
Sisymbrium altissimum L. 
Amica sororia 
Achillea millefolium 
Aster falcatus 
Allium textile 
Alyssum simplex 
Meliotus officinalis 

Asteraceae 
Cataceae 
Asteraceae 
Asteraceae 
Poaceae 
Asteraceae 
Asteraceae 
Poaceae 
Chenopodiaceae 
Elaeagnaceae 
Poaceae 
Asteraceae 
Poaceae 
Rosaceae 
Malvaceae 
Poaceae 
Poaceae 
Chenopodiaceae 
Poaceae 
Poaceae 
Poaceae 
Brassicaceae 
Asteraceae 
Asteraceae 
Asteraceae 
Lilaceae 
Brassicaceae 
Fabaceae 

x
x
 
x
 
x
x
 
x
 
 
 
x
x
x
 
x 
x
 
x
x
 
x
x
x
x
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x
x
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Appendix B.  Key fish, amphibian, reptile, mammal, and bird species present on wetlands at Benton Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 
Montana.  Data for fish (refuge records, Holton and Johnson 2003), amphibians and reptiles (refuge records, Werner et al. 2004, 
Kinter and Fields 2006), birds (refuge records, Gilbert 1994, Anonymous 1997, Martin and Dawes 2002, Fields et al. 2007), and 
mammals (refuge records, Foresman 2001) are presented. * Indicates the species likely is present on the refuge but has not been 
verified at the time of this report; NB indicates non-breeding; WD indicates species are associated with shelterbelts especially for 
nesting but use other habitats for foraging as indicated in the table.  

Common Name Scientific Name   Habitats

   Robust 
   Emergent 

Sedge/ 
Rush 

Seasonal 
Herbaceous 

Wet 
Grassland 

Upland
Grassland

FISH
 Fathead Minnow 
  
AMPHIBIANS
 Tiger salamander 
 Plains Spadefoot* 
 Woodhouse’s Toad* 
 Western Toad 
 Great Plains Toad* 
 Boreal Chorus Frog 
 Northern Leopard Frog 

 REPTILES
 Painted Turtle 
 Great Short-nosed Lizard 
 Eastern Racer 
 Common Garter Snake 
 Plains Garter Snake 
 Terrestrial Garter Snake 
 Western Hog-nosed Snake* 
 Milk Snake* 
 Gopher Snake 
 Western Rattlesnake 

BIRDS
Podicipediformes
 Eared Grebe 
 Pied-billed Grebe 
 Western Grebe 
 Clark’s Grebe 
   
Pelicaniformes
 American White Pelican (NB) 
 Double-crested 
 Cormorant(NB) 

Ciconiiformes
 American Bittern  
 Great Blue Heron (NB) 
 Black-crowned Night Heron 
 White-faced Ibis 
  
Anseriformes
 Tundra swan (NB) 
 Trumpeter Swan (NB) 
 Canada Goose 
 Ross’s Goose (NB) 
 Lesser Snow Goose (NB) 
 Mallard 

Pimephales promelas 

Abystoma tigrinum 
Spea bombifrons 
Bufo woodhousii 
Bufo boreas 
Bufo cognatus 
Pseudacris maculate 
Rana pipiens 

Chrysemys picta 
Phrynosoma hernandesi 
Coluber constrictor 
Thamnophis sirtalis 
Thamnophis radix 
Thamnophis elegans 
Heterodon nasicus 
Lampropeltis triangulum 
Pituophis catneifer 
Crotalus viridis 

Podiceps nigricollis 
Podilymbus podiceps 
Aechmophorus occidentalis 
Aechmophorus clarkia 

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

Phalacrocorax auritus 

Botaurua lentiginosus 
Ardea Herodias 
Nycticorax nycticorax 
Plegadis chihi 

Cygnus columbianus 
Cygnus buccinators 
Branta canadensis 
Chen rossii 
Chen caerulescens 
Anas platyrhynchos 

x 

x 
 
 
 
 
 
x 

x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

x
x 
x
x

x 

x

x 
x 
x 
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Appendix B. (cont’d)

Common Name Scientific Name   Habitats
   Robust 
   Emergent 

Sedge/ 
Rush 

Seasonal 
Herbaceous 

Wet 
Grassland 

Upland
Grassland 

 Gadwall 
 Northern Pintail 
 American Wigeon 
 Northern Shoveler 
 Cinnamon Teal 
 Blue-winged Teal 
 Green-winged Teal 
 Canvasback 
 Redhead 
 Ring-necked Duck 
 Lesser Scaup 
 Common Goldeneye (NB) 
 Bufflehead (NB) 
 Ruddy Duck 
 
Falconiformes
 Northern Harrier 
 Swainson’s Hawk 
 Red-tailed Hawk 
 Ferriginous Hawk 
 Rough-legged Hawk (NB) 
 Golden Eagle 
 Bald Eagle 
 Merlin 
 American Kestrel 
 Prairie Falcon 
 Peregrine Falcon (NB) 
   
Galliformes
 Gray Partridge 
 Ring-necked Pheasant 
 Sharp-tailed Grouse 
 
Gruiformes
 American Coot 
 Virginia Rail 
 Sora 
 Sandhill Crane (NB) 

Charadriiformes
 Killdeer 
 American Avocet 
 Black-necked Stilt 
 Lesser Yellowlegs (NB) 
 Willet 
 Spotted Sandpiper 
 Upland Sandpiper 
 Long-billed Curlew 
 Marbled Godwit 
 Baird’s Sandpiper 
 Least Sandpiper 
 Long-billed Dowitcher (NB) 
 Short-billed Dowitcher (NB) 
 Wilson’s Snipe 
 Wilson’s Phalarope 
 Franklin’s Gull 

Anas strepera 
Anas acuta 
Anas americana 
Anas clypeata 
Anas cyanoptera 
Anas discors 
Anas crecca 
Aythya valisineria 
Aythys americana 
Aythya collaris 
Aythya affinia 
Bucephala clangula 
Bucephala albeola 
Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Circus cyaneus 
Buteo swainsoni 
Buteo jamaicensis 
Buteo regalis 
Buteo lagopus 
Aquila chrysaetos 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco sparverius 
Falco mexicanus 
Falco peregrines 

Perdix perdix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Tympanuchus phasianellus 

Fulica americana 
Rallus limicola 
Porzana carolina 
Grus canadensis 

Charadrius vociferous 
Recurvirostra americana 
Himantopus mexicanus 
Tringa flavipes 
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 
Actitis macularia 
Bartramia longicauda 
Numenius americanus 
Limosa fedoa 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris minutilla 
Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Limnodromus griseus 
Gallinago delicata 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Larus pipixcan 

x 
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Appendix B. (cont’d)
Common Name Scientific Name   Habitats
   Robust 
   Emergent 

Sedge/ 
Rush 

Seasonal 
Herbaceous 

Wet 
Grassland 

Upland
Grassland

 Ring-billed Gull 
 California Gull 
 Common Tern 
 Forester’s Tern 
 Black Tern 
    
Columbiformes
 Mourning Dove 

Strigiformes
 Short-eared Owl 
 Great-horned Owl 
 Snowy Owl (NB) 
 Burrowing Owl 

Caprimulgiformes
 Common Nighthawk 

Piciformes
 Northern Flicker 

Passeriformes
 Say’s Phoebe 
 Eastern Kingbird 
 Western Kingbird 
 Northern Shrike (NB) 
 Loggerhead Shrike 
 Black-billed Magpie 
 American Crow 
 Horned Lark 
 Tree swallow 
 Cliff Swallow 
 Barn Swallow 
 Black-capped Chickadee(NB) 
 Marsh Wren 
 Rock Wren 
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet (NB) 
 American Robin 
 Gray Catbird 
 Sprague’s Pipit 
 American Pipit (NB) 
 Bohemian Waxwing (NB) 
 Cedar Waxwing (NB) 
 Yellow Warbler 
 Yellow-rumped Warbler 
 Common Yellowthroat 
 Lazuli Bunting 
 Clay-colored sparrow 
 Baird’s Sparrow 
 Grasshopper Sparrow 
 Savannah Sparrow 
 Vesper Sparrow 
 Lark Bunting 
 Lark Sparrow 
 Song Sparrow (NB) 
 Dark-eyed Junco (NB) 

Larus delawarensis x 
Larus californicus x 
Sterna hirundo x 
Sterna forsteri x 
Chlidonias niger x 

Zenaida macroura  

Asio flammeus  
Bubo virginianus x 
Nyctea  scandiaca x 
Athene cunicularia  

Chordeiles minor  

Colaptes auratus  

Sayornis saya   
Tyrannus tyrannus  
Tyrannus verticalis  
Lanius excubitor  
Lanius ludovicianus  
Pica hudsonia  
Corvus brachyrhynchos  
Eremophila alpestris  
Tachycineta bicolor x 
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota x 
Hirundo rustica x 
Poecile atricapilla  
Cistothorus palusstris x 
Salpinctes obsoletus Rip-rap
Regulus calendula  
Turdus migratorius  
Dumetella carolinensis  
Anthus spragueli  
Anthus rubescens  
Bombycilla garrulus  
Bombycilla cedrorum  
Dendroica petechia x 
Dendroica coronate  
Geothlypis trichas x 
Passerina amoena
Spizella pallid  
Ammodramus bairdii  
Ammodramus savannarum  
Passserculus sandwichensis  
Poocetes gramineus  
Calamospiza melanocorys  
Chondestes grammacus  
Melospize melodia  
Junco hyemalis  

x
x
x
x
x
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Appendix B. (cont’d)

Common Name Scientific Name   Habitats
   Robust 
   Emergent 

Sedge/ 
Rush 

Seasonal 
Herbaceous 

Wet 
Grassland 

Upland
Grassland

 McCown’s Longspur 
 Chestnut-Collared Longspur 
 Western Meadowlark 
 Brown-headed Cowbird 
 Yellow-headed Blackbird 
 Red-winged Blackbird 
 Brewer’s Blackbird 
  
MAMMALS
Insectivora
  Masked Shrew* 
 Preble’s Shrew* 
 Dwarf Shrew* 
  Hayden’s Shrew* 
    
Chiroptera 
 Little brown Myotis 
 Yuma Myotis* 
 Long-eared Myotis* 
 Western small-footed Myotis* 
 Silver-haired Bat 
 Big Brown Bat* 
 Red Bat* 

Lagomorpha
 Mountain Cottontail 
 Desert Cottontail 
 White-tailed Jackrabbit 

Rodentia
 Yellow-bellied Marmot 
 Richardson’s Ground Squirrel 
 Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel 
 Northern Pocket Gopher 
 Olive-backed Pocket Mouse* 
 Western Harvest Mouse* 
 Deer Mouse 
 Northern Grasshopper Mouse 
 Bushy-tailed Woodrat* 
 Meadow Vole 
 Prairie Vole* 
 Muskrat 
 House Mouse 
 Western Jumping Mouse* 
 Porcupine 

Carnivora
 Coyote 
 Red Fox 
 Swift Fox 
 Raccoon 
 Least Weasel 
 Long-tailed Weasel 
 Mink 
 Badger 
 Skunk 

Calcarius mccownii 
Calcarius ornatus 
Sturnella neglecta 
Molothrus ater 
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
Agelaius phoeniceus 
Euphagus cyanocephalus 

Sorex cinereus 
Sorex preblei 
Sorex nanus 
Sorex haydeni 

Myotis lucifugus 
Myotis yumanensis 
Myotis evotis 
Myotis ciliolabrum 
Lasionycteris noctivagans 
Eptesicus fuscus 
Lasiurus borealis 

Sylvilagus nutalli 
Sylvilagus audubonii 
Lepus townsendii 

Marmota flaviventris 
Spermophilus richardsonii 
Spermophilus tricdecelineatus 
Thomomys talpoides 
Perognathus fasciatus 
Reithrodontomys magalotis 
Peromyscus maniculatus 
Onychomys leucogater 
Neotoma cinera 
Microtus pennsylvanicus 
Microtus orchrogaster 
Ondatra zibethicus 
Mus musculus 
Zapus princeps 
Erethizon dorsatum 

Canis latrans 
Vulpes vulpes 
Vulpes velox 
Procyon lotor 
Mustela nivalis 
Mustela frenata 
Mustela vision 
Taxidea taxus 
Mephitis mephitis 
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Appendix B. (cont’d)
Common Name Scientific Name   Habitats
  
  

 Robust 
 Emergent 

Sedge/ 
Rush 

Seasonal 
Herbaceous 

Wet 
Grassland 

Upland
Grassland

Artiodactyla
 Mule deer Odocoileus hemionus x x x x x
 White-tailed Deer 
 Pronghorn  Antelope 

Odocoileus 
Antilocarpa 

virginianus 
Americana 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
 

x 
x 

x
x
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