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Summary

Bear Butte National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) was
established as a limited-interest refuge in the late
1930s with the acquisition of easements from private
landowners, the state of South Dakota, and the War
Department (now transferred to the Bureau of Land
Management at Fort Meade) to maintain an area

for “migratory bird, wildlife conservation, and other
purposes.” The refuge is 374.20 easement acres and has
no fee title.

The U.S.. Fish and Wildlife Service entered into a
cooperative agreement with the state of South Dakota
on July 12, 1967, to administer, operate, and maintain
the refuge pursuant to the rights and interests in real
property acquired by the United States, and more
particularly described in the easement agreement (see
appendix F).

This comprehensive conservation plan and
environmental assessment (CCP/EA) has been
prepared by a planning team consisting of
representatives from various U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service programs, including the refuge staff, and in
consultation with the South Dakota Game, Fish, and
Parks Department (SDGFP). See appendix A for a list
of planning team members and contributors.

American Avocet

PURPOSES OF ESTABLISHMENT

The purposes of the refuge are as follows:

FExecutive Order, August 26, 1935, “as a refuge and
breeding ground for migratory birds and other wildlife.”

Migratory Bird Conservation Act “for use as an
inviolate sanctuary, or for any other management
purpose, for migratory birds.”

THE PLANNING PROCESS

This final CCP/EA for the refuge was mandated by the
National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of
1997.

ALTERNATIVES

Two alternatives were developed during the planning
process. Alternative A—current management (no
action) describes the current and future management
of the refuge. Under the preferred alternative, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will continue to manage
the refuge within the parameters of the cooperative
agreement. Existing habitat within the easement and
all public programs will continue to be administered
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and maintained by SDGFP as per the 1967 cooperative
agreement.

Alternative B. proposes relinquishing the easement to
current landowners. Under this alternative, Bear Butte
NWR will be taken out of the National Wildlife Refuge
System and the easements will be transferred to the
current landowners. Under this alternative, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s requirements will no longer
exist. It will divest its interest in the refuge. This was
the proposed action in the draft CCP/EA.

However, after further evaluation and consideration
of tribal concerns and issues raised by the public,
alternative A—current management (no action) is
now the preferred alternative, hence the final CCP.
According to refuge planning policy (May 25, 2000),
the CCP should be revised when significant new
information becomes available. This should occur every
15 years or sooner, if necessary. It is important to note
that if conditions change, the Service could reconsider
actions approved in the CCP. If revisions were
considered, full disclosure through extensive public
involvement using the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA) and other compliance procedures
would be closely followed.
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