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1.0 FOREWORD

Key elements of wildlife habitat management in Utah involve managing land and water, the
habitat base for all fish and wildlife species

To provide habitat for wildlife species and public access, The Nature Conservancy will develop a
system for wildlife management on lands managed along the Great Salt Lake.

The Lakepoint Property is a wetland complex in Tooele County, Utah, that was acquired by The
Nature Conservancy as a result of a Consent Decree between Kennecott Utah Copper
Corporation (Kennecott) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in cooperative resolution of
claims of natural resource damage and assessment costs associated with Kennecott’s “North
Zone” area, which is being remediated under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA). This document is the long-term management plan
for the Lakepoint Property. This plan was developed to address the management of current
wetland and wildlife habitat resources on the Lakepoint Property, and restoration through the
enhancement of additional resources. The plan contains management priorities with defined
goals, objectives and strategies and will be used to guide activities on the Property in the future.

This planning effort is being done for long-term protection and management of land and wildlife
resources on Lakepoint, within biological limits, funding, social, and manpower constraints.
Funding is being provided by Kennecott through an endowment required under the Consent
Decree. This plan will be used as a guideline for land and resource management decisions. The
plan will periodically be subject to change, if necessary, as new data regarding habitat and
wildlife resources becomes available.

Attachment 3 / Page 1
Lakepoint Wetlands Management Plan (TNC)
Attachment 3 to
USFWS Restoration Plan for Natural Resource Injuries
At KUCC OU-22 North Zone Wetlands



This page intentionally left blank

Attachment 3 / Page 2

Lakepoint Wetlands Management Plan (TNC)
Attachment 3 to

USFWS Restoration Plan for Natural Resource Injuries
At KUCC OU-22 North Zone Wetlands



2.0 MISSION STATEMENT

The Nature Conservancy’s mission on Lakepoint is to protect, enhance, and provide high quality
and secure habitat, and manage it to maximize its benefit to waterfowl, shorebirds, species of
conservation concern (such as threatened and endangered species), and a variety of other wildlife
species that use this habitat in perpetuity.
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3.0 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

3.1 Introduction and History

The Lakepoint property is located on the south shore of the Great Salt Lake, approximately three
miles north-west of Tooele, Utah, and approximately six miles west of the KUCC North Zone
Wetlands. Prior to its selection as a site for restoration (ca. 2003), the property had been leased
by KUCC for cattle grazing and ponds on the property were managed by duck hunting clubs that
leased hunting rights during the fall. Land use in the area of the Lakepoint property is currently
primarily agricultural (grazing); however at this time, eastern Tooele County is experiencing very
high growth rates because of its proximity to the Salt Lake City metropolitan area. The
Lakepoint property is accessed via a frontage road originating at the Tooele interchange on
Interstate Highway 1-80; this location and freeway access makes it fairly likely that upland
portions of the property could be developed in the future.

3.2 Present Habitat Description, Wildlife Use

The Lakepoint property is essentially flat with a slight north-northwest down sloping gradient
towards the lake to the north. At present, approximately 70% of the property is upland,
dominated primarily by saltgrass (Distichilis spicata), with a few other grasses present. Sub-
shrubs, including greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus), rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus spp.) and
others are present, especially in the southeastern quadrant of the property. Presently (i.e., prior to
restoration) about 30% of the property is wetland, oriented along the two branching watercourses
of Mill Creek that flow through the property. These wetlands consist of a variety of types,
including seasonally flooded wet meadows, emergent marsh, and open water ponds, and are
vegetated primarily with saltgrass and halophytic forbs such as pickleweed (Salicornia spp.) and
ink weed (Suadea spp.). There are some open playa areas with hypersaline soils and essentially
no vegetation; these are restricted primarily to the northern border of the property nearest to the
Great Salt Lake shore. Irrigation and drainage ditches bordering the property on the north and
west are edged by tamarisk (Tamarix spp.) and common reed (Phragmites spp.). These habitats
are not currently mapped, but The Nature Conservancy will develop a pre-restoration map as part
of the management activities at the Lakepoint property.

A schematic map of current conditions at the property is presented in Figure 1; photographs of
pre-restoration conditions at the site (photos taken at various times in 2005 and 2006) are
presented in Figure 2.
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Figure 1 Map of Existing Conditions at Lakepoint Wetland Property, Tooele County, Utah
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Figure 2 (a). Lepoint Property in early spring (2003). View of pond formed by west branch of Mill
Creek, south of gravel access road.

| SR .‘1(\! g
Figure 2 (b). Lakepoint Property in autumn (2005). View of channel downstream of pond shown in
Figure 2a, above, leading into the “Borrow Pond” in the northeast corner of the property

Figure 2. Photographs of the Lakepoint Property (before restoration)
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At present, the Lakepoint property is used by a variety of migratory bird species similar to those
that occur at the North Zone wetlands, including American avocet, stilt, and killdeer (Charadrius
vociferous); waterfowl such as mallard, blue-wing teal, northern shoveler and others. In addition,
grassland songbirds including western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta), horned lark
(Eremophila alpestris) and Savannah sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) use the upland areas
of the property. Other wetland dependent bird species that occur on the Lakepoint property are
relatively rare on the North Zone Wetlands. These include long-billed curlews (Numenius
americanus), which use upland areas, and snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus), which feed
and nest on the salt playas on the north and west margins of the property. Raptors, including
northern harriers (Circus cyaneus), American kestrels (Falco sparverius) and red tail hawk
(Buteo jamaicensis) can be seen hunting for small mammals or songbirds on the property; the
peregrine falcon occurs in the Great Salt Lake ecosystem, and may pursue shorebirds, waterfowl
and other species on the property.

3.3 Opportunities for habitat improvement and enhancement

As further explained and discussed in the Restoration Plan, the Lakepoint property was selected
for perpetual protection and restoration because it contains natural resource qualities similar to
those found at the KUCC North Zone wetlands, such as the existence of a permanent water
source, proximity to the Great Salt Lake and suitable soils and terrain to support avian species
similar to those that formerly used the North Zone (i.e., in-kind replacement value). In addition
to these, the Lakepoint property also has the potential for active restoration steps to increase the
property’s productivity and value relative to avian populations (e.g., in-kind restoration) using
relatively simple and sustainable restoration activities. The objective of these restoration steps is
to potentially increase the natural resource value of the parcel to a level that compensates for the
natural resources injured at the North Zone wetlands.
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4.0 DESIRED FUTURE CONDITIONS

The desired future condition of the Lakepoint Property is described as follows:

1.

An area that provides habitat for migratory birds, focusing on birds that use shallow
fresh-salt gradient ponds and playas, and associated upland habitats typical of the GSL
South Shore, with enhancements to the area focused on improvements in these values.

Water resources, soil and vegetation managed in a sustainable manner that supports the
area’s use as migratory bird habitat, including plant communities that consist of native
and desirable non-native species, managed to maximize habitat richness and complexity
(e.g., a variety of successional stages, a mosaic of vegetative and water-supported habitat
types, a minimum of noxious or non-native weed and plant species)

An area that is managed with habitat for migratory birds as its primary value—no
hunting, off-road vehicle use, etc. Grazing will only be used if it is judged to be an
appropriate tool to manage upland areas to promote habitat health and diversity. Other
secondary uses (e.g., education) will only be allowed as appropriate to further, but not
adversely impact habitat value.

An area that will be used as an educational resource under controlled conditions that do
not impair or overwhelm the primary use and value of the site. All educational use will be
under the control and discretion of FWS and TNC.

An area that is a significant Utah resource, a good neighbor to adjoining landowners, and
an outstanding example of excellence in wildlife and habitat management.
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5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.0 MANAGEMENT GOALS LISTED IN ORDER OF

PRIORITY

Maintain and Improve Waterfowl and Shorebird Habitat
Maximize the value of habitats that are onsite at present (e.g., shallow pond habitats that
support nesting waterfowl, American avocet, Black-necked stilt). To the extent possible,
increase habitat value for sensitive species that might especially benefit from this area
(e.g., snowy plover, long-billed curlew)

Maintain and Improve Habitat for Other Species
Secondary to the provision of waterfowl and shorebird habitat, provide habitat for other
native bird and other wildlife species that are present on the Lakepoint Wetland. This
includes maintenance and/or enhancement of habitats for sensitive species such as
Federally listed Threatened and Endangered Species, State of Utah listed Sensitive
Species and Species of Conservation Concern that are not also included in the objectives
of Management Goal 1.

Water Quantity
Manage and monitor available water resources to the extent possible to provide sufficient
water in aquatic habitat areas on the property. For further explanation of water sources
and the selection of water source for the Lakepoint property, see Section 2.3.2.1 of the
Restoration Plan. For discussion of water conveyance system, see Section 2.3.2.2 of the
Restoration Plan.

Limited Public Access and Use of the Property
Limit public use to those that are consistent with the primary management goal. For
example, wildlife education, non-disturbing recreational activities such as bird watching,
art, etc. If grazing is to be allowed, it will only be if it as useful as a tool to manage or
enhance habitats for the primary species of concern at Lakepoint.

Good Neighbor Relations
Maintain working, cooperative relationships with adjacent and surrounding property
owners, consistent with the primary management goal. For example, weed control, water
management, fire control or management.

Cultural Resources
If culturally significant resources are discovered to be present on the property (e.g.,
Native American or pioneer use sites), manage these areas to promote their preservation.
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6.0 MANAGEMENT GOALS, ACTIONS AND
STRATEGIES

The accomplishment of goals and objectives and implementation of strategies will be dependent
on priorities and available funding for projects and personnel.

6.1 Goal: Maintain and Improve Waterfowl and Shorebird Habitat.
A. Strategy: Protect nesting habitat for waterfowl and shorebirds
Actions:

1. Habitat management:

a) Develop and implement plans to improve habitat for waterfowl,
shorebirds, or other avian species of interest in areas that are presently not
being used or receive little nesting use.

b) Implement habitat improvements where appropriate,

¢) Maintain, monitor and document the avian use of habitats on the
Lakepoint property

d) Utilize management tools such as grazing and fire in a conservative and
judicious manner such that benefits are gained without incurring
unforeseen losses or adverse effects.

2. Research and monitoring of avian use:

a) Monitor and document use of nesting areas, and nesting success by
waterfowl and shorebirds, and other species where appropriate

b) Census avian populations at relevant times of year (e.g., nesting season,
fall and spring migratory stopover periods, etc.) to characterize use of the
area by resident and migrating birds, and document the occurrence of
species that could or should be included in management goals and
objectives.

3. Other Uses:

a) Restrict public use to those activities that are consistent with the primary
management goals of the property (e.g., education, research, public
outreach), and that such uses, if permitted, are subject to restriction and
control by TNC land managers.

b) Manage grazing (if utilized at all) only as a tool to improve habitat. In the
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c)

event that grazing is to be used for habitat improvement it will be for
limited periods of time and under the strict control of TNC.

To the extent allowable within the primary management goals of the

property, cooperate with other individuals, businesses or agencies to

minimize the impact of the property on adjacent lands or landowners

B. Strategy: Manage available water to provide a diverse mixture of aquatic, wetland
and upland habitats for waterfowl and shorebird production.

Actions:

1.

Maintain available water levels in ponds and wetlands throughout the
waterfowl] production season to provide suitable waterfowl habitat.

Survey the property to determine the potential for improving or enhancing
existing habitat (e.g., ponds, playas, wet meadows, uplands) as well as
opportunities to create and/or restore habitat areas.

Creation of new wetland habitat should be undertaken in a manner that
minimizes impacts on existing native plant communities.

Minimize encroachment of undesirable plant species and maintain habitat
diversity.

C. Strategy: Provide one cfs of water in wetlands as much as possible throughout the
breeding and migration periods for shorebirds and waterfowl.

Actions:
1. Maintain ditches and water structures within the control of TNC.
2. Maintain and monitor water levels and flows consistent with TNC’s
acquired water rights and proper water management.
3. Maximize water management utilizing TNC’s current water rights and

develop new water sources if available and considering funding
constraints.

D. Strategy: While not required, take steps to protect additional property that may
provide a variety of wetland/upland habitats if opportunities become available.
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Actions:
1. Identify key parcels for acquisition.

2. Assist neighboring landowners to identify management techniques they can
implement to improve habitat.

3. Continue relationship with FWS to ensure success of management goals on
Lakepoint.

6.2 Goal: Provide Habitat for other Native Species.

A. Strategy: Provide secure habitat for wildlife at risk, such as species listed as
threatened, endangered, and sensitive or species of special concern.

Actions:
1. Inventory, map, and monitor locations or areas of use by wildlife species at
risk. Develop and implement plans to provide optimum protection and
habitat security for these species at risk.

2. Provide and protect nesting areas for sensitive wildlife species.

B. Strategy: Protect plant species at risk, such as, species listed as threatened,
endangered, and sensitive or species of special concern.

Actions:
1. Conduct plant surveys to determine if species at risk are present.
2. Inventory, map, and monitor locations of plant species at risk.
Develop and implement plans to provide optimum protection and habitat
security for species at risk.
C. Strategy: Provide habitat for a variety of other wildlife and plant species that

occur on the Lakepoint site and use habitats managed to protect the primary
species of concern.

Attachment 3 / Page 19

Lakepoint Wetlands Management Plan (TNC)
Attachment 3 to

USFWS Restoration Plan for Natural Resource Injuries
At KUCC OU-22 North Zone Wetlands



Actions:

1. Maintain and improve habitat for a variety of bird species, mammals
where opportunities exist and are consistent with primary goals.

3. Evaluate the need for nest boxes or structures for songbirds, bats,
swallows, great blue herons, and kestrels and install where appropriate.

6.3 Goal: Monitor and Manage Water, Sediment, and Soil Quality.
Actions:

1. Conduct periodic water monitoring to determine whether constituents of
concern for migratory birds (e.g., chemical contaminants, excessive
nutrients) are present at levels that are adverse to migratory birds and other
wildlife. Monitor at adequate locations (e.g., at water’s entry onto the
property and across the property) to understand the fate and transport of
these constituents across the site.

2. Manage water resources to the extent possible to minimize accumulation
of contaminants in sediment or vegetation by conducting winter draw-

downs on ponds to consolidate sediments and flushing any contaminants
from wetlands.

6.4 Goal: Provide Limited Public Access and Use of the Property Consistent with
Habitat Goals.

A. Strategy: Provide limited public access consistent with the habitat plan for the
property.

Actions:

1. Evaluate public use and access proposals to ensure consistency with
Habitat Goals

2. Provide educational and wildlife viewing opportunities as appropriate and
at TNC’s discretion.

3. Mow roadways and parking areas where necessary.
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B. Strategy: Manage motorized vehicle access to provide wildlife security and
habitat protection throughout the year.

Actions:
1. Restrict motorized vehicle travel to designated roadways.
2. Fence areas that may lead to trespass .

C. Strategy: Provide for public and Nature Conservancy staff safety on Lakepoint.
Actions:

1. Maintain wildlife safety zones around property.
2. Maintain facilities with proper care and detail at all times.

D. Strategy: Use the Lakepoint site as a resource to educate the public on importance
of natural lake level fluctuations, salinity balance, wetland functions and wildlife
viewing, in a manner consistent with primary site goals.

Actions:
1. At TNC’s discretion, provide wildlife base education, viewing, and other

non- consumptive opportunities at Lakepoint.

2. At TNC’s discretion, conduct limited tours, provide information, and give
presentations to appropriate groups, organizations, and individuals.

6.5 Goal: Good Neighbor Relations

A. Strategy: Strive to develop and maintain good working relationships with
neighboring landowners and residents.

Actions:
1. Clearly mark Lakepoint property boundaries.
2. Cooperatively maintain common fences to regulate livestock.
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3. Attend and participate in local meetings where appropriate.
4. Coordinate with adjacent landowners to control noxious weeds.

5. Coordinate with adjacent landowners and Kennecott to manage water
flows in ditches and field drains.

6. Maintain contact with neighboring landowners and address any problems
that may occur.

7. Notify neighbors when conducting management activities that may affect
them.

8. Maintain working relations with Local County Mosquito Abatement to
help with localized mosquito problems and reduce potential chemical impacts
on the property.

9. Coordinate and cooperate with governmental agencies on activities such as

fire control, emergency response, etc.
6.6 Goal: Protect Cultural and Historic Resources

A. Strategy: Protect culturally significant resources such as native American or
pioneer use sites if they are determined to be present on the property.

Actions:

1. Cooperate with cultural resource agencies if surveys are determined to be
necessary on the property

2. If found, map location of cultural resources on property, and determine
potential effects of site management on these resources

3. Develop modifications of the management plan to accommodate these
resources within the primary management goals for the site.
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APPENDIX A. MANAGEMENT ISSUES

Major Issues

The following major management issues associated with the Lakepoint property have been
identified. Goals and objectives that address each issue are identified within the plan.

1. Issue: Protection and enhancement of shorebird and waterfowl habitat must be the
primary management priority at the Lakepoint property.

Background: The Lakepoint property was acquired by TNC as part of a cooperative
Consent Decree lodged by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Kennecott Utah
Copper Corporation to resolve potential legal claims for natural resource losses and
damages to shorebird and waterfowl habitat of similar size and quality as the
Lakepoint site. This settlement requires that the Lakepoint property be initially
restored by Kennecott and then managed such that its valuable wetlands provide a
variety of quality habitats to species and that these qualities are enhanced in order to
provide the desired natural resource compensation. Long-term management of the
Lakepoint property is the responsibility of TNC with the continued cooperation of the
USFWS.

2. Issue: Vegetative manipulations to improve habitat for wildlife.

Background: Over the years the previous landowner (Kennecott Utah Copper
Corporation) has not actively managed vegetation on the property. At this time a
variety of habitat manipulation projects should be undertaken to improve and enhance
wildlife habitat. These projects should include and not be limited to manipulations
and enhancements of water distribution, seeding of grass and shrub species, controlled
burns and mechanical manipulations.

3. Issue: The need to protect and preserve plant and wildlife species that are listed with
special management designations (i.e., Federal threatened and endangered species,
State of Utah sensitive species, species of conservation concern).

Background: In addition to its value for the primary species addressed by the
Consent Decree discussed above, the Lakepoint property provides habitat elements
for a variety of other species of special management concern (i.e., threatened and
endangered species, sensitive species, species of conservation concern). Plant species

Attachment 3 / Page 23

Lakepoint Wetlands Management Plan (TNC)
Attachment 3 to

USFWS Restoration Plan for Natural Resource Injuries
At KUCC OU-22 North Zone Wetlands



in this category have yet to be surveyed or identified on the preserve. Wildlife
species (in addition to waterfowl and shorebirds) are transient and habitats will be
preserved for those species where consistent with the primary management objectives
for the property.

Issue: Livestock grazing at Lakepoint.

Background: At the present time most pastures on the Lakepoint are in poor
condition. These upland areas need sufficient rest from grazing to restore function.
Any future livestock grazing will be evaluated to determine if it will benefit wildlife
habitat, consistent with the mission and management goals of the property, and would
be conducted in a way that would comply with conservation and management
guidelines.

Issue: Public access and recreational opportunities.

Background: Public access and use will be evaluated and managed to ensure
consistency with the mission and management goals of the property.

Issue: The control and use of water sources. For further discussion of water issues,
refer to Sections 2.3.2.1, 2.3.2.2, and 2.3.2.4 of the Restoration Plan.

Background: Currently the property is fed by one central irrigation ditch. In
accordance with the Restoration Plan, this water source will be improved and be
consistent with the water quality standards set by The Nature Conservancy, and FWS.
This water source should supply the property with a minimum of one (1) cubic foot
per second (cfs) in perpetuity. Kennecott will also install water control structures and
repair of existing dikes to complement and improve impoundment of water on the

property.
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APPENDIX B. BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND ROADS

Currently on the property there are no buildings and structures, with exception of a small corral
and water control structures. All fences and gates are in good condition and will be maintained
as such. The installation of new water control structures will alleviate problems with existing
structures.
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APPENDIX C. WEED CONTROL PLAN

During the first season of implementation of this plan, Lakepoint will be surveyed to determine
what species are present and to what extent. Noxious weed control efforts will begin
immediately and target all species that are identified on the property.

Common weed infestations in the area of Lakepoint are:

Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Field Bindweed (Calystegia sepium)
White top (Cardaria draba)
Phragmities (Phragmities australis)
Dyers Woad (Isatis tinctoria)
Tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima)

Noxious/invasive species control efforts will be a combination of chemical, physical, and
biological methods. Individual infestations will be evaluated to determine best methods of
treatment. A greater emphasis will be placed on the use of biological and mechanical methods
whenever possible to reduce use of herbicides. Summer fallowing will be used primarily on large
areas of infestation. Where mechanical and biological control methods are deemed non-feasible,
chemical methods will be used. 2,4-D will likely be the primary means of chemical weed
control. All chemical use on the property will be evaluated to determine if it is labeled for the use
intended, and will be used in a manner that will minimize impacts on non-target plants and
animal species.

Noxious/invasive species infestations will be monitored. Monitoring will involve inspecting
infected areas throughout the growing season for response to current and previous year’s
treatments. Areas will be monitored for new infestations of noxious/invasive species during the
course of other activities. Locations of new infestations will be recorded and appropriate control
measures implemented. Annual treatments will be monitored and documented.
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APPENDIX D. MONITORING PLAN

A monitoring plan is essential in order to provide the information necessary for managers to
develop sound management plans. Monitoring results (“data’) should provide a means of linking
and comparing present conditions to desired future conditions, and determining if conditions are
trending towards or away from the desired outcome. As such, monitoring results should be
useful in altering existing strategies or developing new ones to achieve desired conditions.
Initially, monitoring is also necessary to provide baseline data, and subsequent monitoring is
needed to evaluate and document the effectiveness of management strategies and actions in
achieving the goals of the management plan. The following is an outline of anticipated
monitoring for Lakepoint.

The Goals of the Lakepoint monitoring program are to:

1.

6.

Obtain reliable baseline information on the status of wildlife species and habitats on
the property.

Obtain reliable information to evaluate responses of wildlife and habitats to various
future management practices.

Provide a permanent record of information to evaluate long-term trends in species
occurrence, production, and distribution.

Provide a permanent record of habitat changes, and document that habitat for
waterfowl and shorebirds is being preserved and enhanced over time.

Document public use over time.

Document management practices over time.

Potential Survey and Monitoring Activities at Lakepoint

The following information and activities needs to be periodically monitored to achieve the
management goals stated in this plan. All of these monitoring activities will not necessarily be
undertaken all of the time, but rather in response to needs for information to manage the site.

1.

Shorebird and Waterfowl

A. Waterfowl and shorebird nesting surveys
Objective: Obtain data on habitats used by waterfowl and shorebirds and on nesting
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success. Determine whether or not current management practices and habitats are
providing optimum nesting opportunity

B. Waterfowl and shorebird migratory use surveys

Objective: Obtain data on use of habitats by migrating waterfowl and shorebirds,
such as numbers, dates of use, habitats used, etc. Determine whether or not current
management practices and habitats are providing optimum migratory stopover benefit.

Other Wildlife Species

A. Other bird species
Objective: Obtain baseline data for other bird species to determine presence and
abundance, and use of habitats on the property.

B. Mammals, other wildlife

Objective: Obtain baseline data for mammals and other wildlife species that occur on
the property (e.g., amphibians) to determine presence, abundance and use of habitats
on the property.

Habitat Conditions, Use and Changes

A. Habitat Condition
Objective: Obtain baseline vegetation data on the various habitat types at Lakepoint.

Background: Permanent vegetative transects and photo plots will be established in
the various habitat types at Lakepoint using appropriate methodology. A vegetative
and habitat classification map will be generated and maintained.

B. Habitat Utilization
Objective: Monitor use of specific areas by wildlife.

C. Habitat Manipulation
Objective: Monitor the effects of habitat manipulation projects over time.

Background: Plans that include objectives and monitoring will be completed prior to
project implementation. Monitoring will be used to determine whether or not
objectives are met.
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Management Practices

A. Water Quantity Measurements

Objective: Monitor water flows to ensure full water rights documentation.

B. Water Quality Measurements

Objective: Monitor water chemistry for constituents of concern (e.g., selenium,
nutrients) consistent with the management goals of the property, and to guide water
management decisions to minimize to the extent practical salt or toxic constituent
accumulation in playas and wetlands.

C. Vegetative Enhancements

Objective: Monitor rehabilitation activities such as numbers and species of grasses
and shrubs planted, planting success, use by wildlife, and weed control.

D. Weed Control

Objective: Monitor location and size of infested areas, species controlled, control
method, areas treated, and treatment success. Monitor changes in weed and
undesirable plant populations over time.

E. Grazing

Objective: If grazing is used as a method of habitat manipulation, monitoring should
evaluate whether this management tool is having the desired outcome (i.e., if habitat
conditions are moving in the desired direction), if unforeseen adverse effects are also
occurring, and when the use of grazing as a management tool can be discontinued
(i.e., if equilibrium conditions of the habitat have moved to the desired condition).

F. Public Use

Objective: Monitor educational, wildlife viewing, scientific or other public use of the
Lakepoint property. Document information such as type of use, times of use, identity
of groups, and numbers of visitors.
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APPENDIX E. FENCING PLAN

Lakepoint has both a perimeter fence and various internal pasture fences consisting of different
types of fencing. The fences must be maintained to provide site security, keep neighboring
livestock out of pastures and to manage habitat on the property. The perimeter fence will be
evaluated annually to determine if replacement is necessary. All perimeter fencing that has not
already been replaced will be replaced over-time. This should be done to improve visual
appearance and correct trespass problems. Funding levels will dictate whether targeted
replacement sections are completed. There is also considerable amount of interior fencing.
These fences will be evaluated and slated for removal if they are deemed unnecessary. Fence
will be removed, as resources are available.
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APPENDIX F. FARMING PLAN

Food plots will not be established at Lakepoint for wildlife use on the property or to maintain
Green Belt Status. The suitability for the area for farming and available water for irrigation is not
sufficient to maintain food plots for wildlife. Agricultural fields not used for crop production will
be planted into permanent cover using a seed mixture of native plant species or acceptable non-
native species that provide optimum cover.

Farming activities will be structured to restore habitat to provide optimum benefits to wildlife. It
will largely depend on suitability of soil and water resources, funding, and personnel time. The
following are options that will be considered in future restoration farming plans.

1. Use resources to restore grasses and shrub species for wildlife use. These can be
accomplished by utilizing TNC personnel and equipment for restoration activities.

2. Grazing may be used for management of habitat values on the property. If grazing is
used, guidelines for its use are presented in Appendix H.
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APPENDIX G. FIRE PLAN

Fire is an important component of proper wetland ecosystem management. Fire is an
inexpensive tool to remove rank overgrown vegetation. Fire is important to increase plant
diversity and to open up feeding areas for shorebirds and waterfowl. Presently fire has not been
used as a tool at Lakepoint. Fire should be used in the future as a tool for managers to increase
diversity.

The preserve has many areas that should be looked at in the future for prescribed burns. When
burning on the preserve many issues must be looked at to insure a proper burn and to reach the
goals of the prescribed burn.

1. Ability to control and contain burns on Lakepoint lands.

2. Proper burning conditions.

3. Environmental factors such as air quality.

4. Personnel to help monitor burn.

5. Equipment sufficient to work the burn.

6. Wildlife issues.

7. Timing of burns.

8. Coordination with State Lands, Tooele County Fire Marshall, and City fire agencies.
All of the above factors must be considered as well as others that may arise to ensure the success
of a prescribed burn. The Lakepoint property has several areas that could benefit from a
prescribed burn to increase diversity. These areas will have to be delineated and evaluated to
determine whether a prescribed burn is feasible at those sites. Coordination with state, county,
and city agencies is important to ensure success and include them as a safety net, in the event of

losing control of a prescribed burn.

In cases of wildfire started by lightning or other natural causes the appropriate agencies need to
be notified. Tooele County Fire Marshall should be notified to coordinate city agencies if the fire
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is deemed hazardous to neighbors, structures, or other important resources. Natural fires should
be evaluated to determine if they are detrimental or threatening. If natural fires are not deemed
hazardous they should be allowed to burn, as fire is a natural part of a wetland ecosystem. These
types of fires should be monitored to ensure they are safe.

Tooele County Fire Marshall should be included in any plans for a prescribed burn and also
shown all access points, given combinations to gates as well as up to date maps of Lakepoint. He
will then coordinate with other city fire agencies to inform them of prescribed burns and access
points and combinations in case of detrimental wildfires. The manager will share this
information and continue a working relationship with the Fire Marshall.
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APPENDIX H. GRAZING PLAN

Historically lands at Lakepoint have been used for livestock grazing—mainly cows and horses.
It has been shown that grazing when used properly can be used as a management tool to increase
habitat diversity, weed control, and improve wildlife habitat. Grazing should only be used in the
future as a management tool and must fall within the goals and mission of the property. A
successful grazing plan on Lakepoint should consider the following factors:

1. Current habitat conditions

2. Rangeland health.

3. Sensitive plant and wildlife species.
4. Carrying capacity.

5. Season of use.

Currently the pastures are being utilized on the Lakepoint for grazing purposes. These pastures
have traditionally been used year-round. These pastures are in poor condition with the presence
of many annual and weed species. The shrub component of the property is also showing the
effects of continual grazing. Grazing should be suspended as a management activity on the
property. Vegetation on the property should be rested and allowed to restore to proper conditions
before utilizing any further grazing.

Grazing can be utilize as a tool to increase feeding areas for shorebirds, weed control, and control
of emergent vegetation. Grazing can also provide open water areas for birds by removing
emergent vegetation that is rank and overgrown. Any future grazing on Lakepoint will have to
be closely monitored. Numbers of livestock grazed during these times will have to be
substantially smaller utilizing approximately 50 cow calf pairs. Pastures to be grazed during this
time will be determined on a case-by-case basis and evaluated annually.

As land is rehabilitated further opportunities to utilize grazing may become available. Revisions
within this plan will need to be made at that time.

Grazing on the property is a great land management tool for managers to manipulate habitat and
improve conditions on the property. The area is dynamic and as new tools and grazing systems
are developed grazing on the property may be modified.
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