
Attest: 

Governor 

~rodamafion 
President William Howard Taft established Fort Niobrara 
National Wildlife Refuge 011 January II, I9I2 as a preserve 
a11d breedi11g groundfor 11ative birds; and 

WHEREAS, Later thatyear, the Refuge'spurpose was expanded to i11clude 
the co11servation ofbisoll a11d elk herds representative ofthose 
that once roamed the Great Plai11s; a11d 

WHEREAS, T/ze Refugeprovides habitat for over 230 species ofbirds, 350 
bison, 75 elk, anda host ofother mammal, reptile, amphibian, 
a11d fis/z species on t/ze Refuge's complex mixi11g ofsix wet 
a11d dry ecosystems; and 

WHEREAS, Fort Niobrara NWR provides wildlife-dependent recreatio11 
andeducatiollfor approximately 50,000people eac/z year; and 

WHEREAS, The Refuge co11tributes signijica11tly to tile eco11omy a11d 
11atural diversity ofthe State ofNebraska. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dave Hei11eman, Governor oft/ze State ofNebraska, DO 
HEREBY PROCLAIM tile I Itlz day ofJanuary, 2012, as the 

JOOTHANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION OF 
ORT NIOBRARA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

i11 Nebraska, a11d I do hereby urge all citizms to take due 11ote 
ofthe observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have heretmto set my /zand, a11d 
cause t/ze Great Seal of the State of Nebraska to be 
afft.Xed this Third day of Ja11uary, ill tile year of our 
Lord Two Thousand Twelve. 
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