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Bureau of Land Management- Nevada: Hollow Mine Marker Removal Project 

 

Project Partners: Nevada Division of Wildlife, Red Rock Audubon Society, Bristlecone 

Audubon Society, Nevada Conservation Corps, Student Conservation Association, Barrick Mine, 

and Newmont Mine. 

 

Hollow mine markers (markers), death traps 

for cavity nesting birds; have recently made 

national news due to the removal efforts put 

forth by BLM-Nevada, Nevada Division of 

Wildlife (NDOW), Audubon Society, Nevada 

Conservation Corps (NCC), Student 

Conservation Association (SCA), Barrick 

Mine and Newmont Mine.  The removal 

project started November 1, 2011 when a 

Nevada state law was passed allowing anyone 

to knock down the markers from public lands 

in Nevada. Currently, there are over 200,000 

active mine claims and approximately 

800,000 abandoned claims on BLM managed 

lands in NV.     

Since November 1, 2011, the combined effort 

of BLM, NDOW, NCC, SCA and Audubon 

has knocked down more than 12,914 markers 

across more than one million acres in Nevada.  

This effort recovered more than 6,760 dead birds which is a rate of 0.52 birds per marker.  We 

have found that the rate of birds/marker in Southern Nevada is much higher (1.25) than the 

overall rate. By the end of the project, partners are anticipated to have saved the lives of more 

than 1.5 million birds based on calculations of  400,000 mining claims with hollow mine 

markers; four  markers at each claim, and each bird producing two offspring per year.    

There are still many more markers to knock down, and the project partners will not stop until 

every last marker is down.  We are continuously looking for new funding and new partners to 

remove every one of these markers in Nevada. 

 
  
  
  

 


