North American Wetlands Conservation Act Technical Question #3
 Identification of Waterbird Priority Wetland Areas in the U.S.A.
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The map of priority U.S. wetland areas for waterbirds was created using a combination of approaches.  It should be viewed as an interim tool only.  The Waterbird initiative will continue to improve its process for identifying geographic priorities by taking into account information on Important Bird Areas (IBAs) generated in partnership with National Audubon Society and information on species populations, priorities and key sites generated by regional working groups. 

For breeding colonial waterbirds, BCRs were assessed using species diversity, number of species for which the BCR has a high Area Importance (AI), and the number of high priority species (Highly Imperiled or of High Concern) for which the BCR has high AI.   BCRs with over 40 species total; over 6 species with AI 4 or 5; or, over 3 Highly Imperiled or High Concern species with AI 4 or 5 were identified as BCRs of national priority.  Two additional refinements to this analysis were made when creating the map:  the Sonoran and Mojave Desert – BCR 33 was excluded from the map; though it met the above criteria, its importance was based on the presence of the Gulf of California, which occurs outside U.S. borders.  Secondly, only the truly coastal portions of the coastal BCRs are depicted; these areas were delineated based on knowledge of topography.
For non-colonial waterbirds and non-breeding populations of colonial waterbirds, a “place-holder” approach was taken.  Based on the knowledge that important habitats for waterfowl and shorebirds are often important for waterbirds as well, the priority wetland areas identified by the North American Waterfowl Management Plan and Shorebird Plan are adopted as priority wetlands for waterbirds.  Information compiled in complete or nearly complete regional waterbird conservation plans was also integrated; specifically added were areas of high importance for non-colonial birds and nonbreeding birds in areas of the intermountain west that were not identified as areas of importance for waterfowl or shorebirds. 

